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f as jails run 
s out of space 

fj Leaked memo calls for action 
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Blair is industrialists’ darling] West ‘admits 

killing 20 
more victims’ 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

__ Emergency measures are being 
drawn up to house new crimi- 
dais because the nation’s jails 
are at bursting point, the Prison 
Service has admitted in a con- 
fidential letter. 

Jails in England and Wales 
are expected to be full by the 
end of the month, after reach- 
ing a record 52,444 population 
last Friday. 

The Prison Service has called 
*•’ an urgent meeting in the next 
fortnight with the Prison Offi- 
cers' Association to discuss the 
crisis. The problem has been 
. exacerbated by the refusal of 
some police forces to use their 
cells for the overspill. The 
Prison Service also says in its 
correspondence that it cannot 
afford die £3G0-a-night cost to 
__ house a criminal with the police. 

- •'-== Instead, the service proposes to 
£ move inmates into local prisons, 
which usually are used for peo- 
ple on remand. 

U has already been disclosed 
that some prisoners near to the 
_ end of their sentences are be- 

• ' ing moved to open prisons, 

where security is far more lax, 
to alleviate the overcrowding. 

David Evans, the POA gen- 
eral secretary, said last night that 
riots could break out soon, as 
the overcrowding is bound to 
get worse. Any prison distur- 
bances in the run up to the gen- 
eral election could be extremely 
harmful to the Conservative 
Pam, whose law-and-order pol- 

• ' i icy could he damaged. 

g In a let ter to Mr Evans a l the 

POA. Alan Walker, the Prison 
Service's Director of Operations 
South, who is ODe of a board of 
10 responsible for the day-to- 


day running of jails, says new 
analysis “indicates that there 
may be insufficient usable ac- 
commodation available during 
late November and early De- 
cember, and between February 
and June 1996”. 

He said this was due to the 
unexpected surge in theprison 
population, now predicted to 
reach 52,700 by the end of the 
month and 53,700 by March. 
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Mr Walker adds that in the 
past police cells have been used 
to take an overspill of inmates, 
“buy he sendee can no longer 
afford to pay the £300-per- 
prisoocr night average cost of 
using police cells as these costs 
fall directly to the Service. 

“Additionally, the police in 
certain parts of the country 
have indicated that cells will be 
unavailable due to their own 
operational difficulties.” In fact, 
police charge up to £1,746 a 
night to house a prisoner, the 
costliest cells being in Sheffield. 

Mr Wfeiker says training pris- 
ons and new local prisons will 
have to take the brunt of the in- 


crease. He adds that as new cells 
are built the problem will be 
solved “by the middle of the 
year unless we suffer unplanned 
major accommodation losses”. 

David Evans said yesterday: 
“This is a high risk strategy that 
could lead to violent distur- 
bances, including riots. It's quite 
possible that Mr Howard [the 
Home Secretary] may not be 
able to reach the next general 
election without a major dis- 
turbance breaking out.” He 
said the rise in the population 
comes at a time when prisons 
face an S per cent cut in their 
next year’s budget. 

The number of inmates is ex- 
pected to increase greatly fol- 
lowing Michael Howard's latest 
law-and-order package, an- 
nounced last month. Up to 
20,000 more people could end 
up in prison under proposals to 
give life sentences for second- 
time violent and sexual of- 
fenders and minimum 
sentences for third-time burglars 
and drug dealers. A Bill would 
also bring drastic cuts in sen- 
tence remission. 

His announcement at the 
Conservative Party conference 
was attacked by prison and 
probation workers who said it 
will make a tough situation un- 
workable. Lord Thy lor. the Lord 
Chief Justice, criticised the 
move as interfering with the 
power of the judiciary. 

• Mr Howard is visiting “su- 
pennax” prisons which house 
the most serious offenders in the 
Unhed States. He intends to 
copy the scheme and set up a 
“Alcatraz’’ style jail in Britain. 
Mr Howard believes locking up 
more people for longer wtU act 
as a deterrent and ultimately 
reduce the level of crime. 




Doing the business: Tony Blair succeeded in putting the ‘New Labour' message across to 
the Confederation of British Industry yesterday. His speech to the Birmingham confer- 
ence earned a 55-second ovation, while Michael Heseltine, the Deputy Prime Minister 
was rewarded with just 43 seconds' applause. Report, page 20 Photogcapb: Newsteam 


EU auditors fail to find 
£2bn missing cash 


Fiv^ Americans 
die m Saudi blast 


KATHERINE BUTLER 

Brussels 

The European Union’s spend- 
ing watchdog wifi today refuse 
tocertify the Community's 1994 
accounts because more than 
£2bn-4 per cent of the budget 
- cannot be properly account- 
ed for. Jn total, more than 
fllbn, or a fifth of the £56bn 
spent by the EU in 1994. is open 
i question, the Court of Au- 
rora will say. 

in a report to be unveiled to 
the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg today the court dis- 
closes that "serious and sub- 
stantial errors” have been found 
ir transactions underlying 4 
par cent of last year's spending. 
It cannot vouch for a further 14 
per cent because auditing and 
accounting procedures were so 
imiuenih' ignored or flouted. 

The revelations will be seized 


on by Eurosceptics but roost of 
the blame for lax financial man- 
agement and inadequate control 
over taxpayers' money is placed 
at the door of national govern- 
ments, not Brussels. “The errors 
and systems’ weaknesses de- 
tected ... originate most often 
in bodies in the member-states 
responsible for the administra- 
tion of community expenditure 
programmes,'’ it says. 

The European Commission 
has traditionally claimed that no 
more than 1 per cent of the an- 
nual budget is lost to fraud. 
While the Luxembourg-based 

auditors stop short of suggest- 
ing thev have uncovered fraud 
totalling 4 per cent of spending, 
they warn that a mix of fraud, 
waste, mismanagement and 
poor financial house-keepingis 
affecting a large part of the bud- 
net. Accounting errors do not 
tn every case represent a loss to 


the taxpayer, the auditors stress, 
but they are evidence of inad- 
equate financial administration 
in virtually every area of EU 
spending. 

They cal} for urgent intro- 
duction of tighter coutrols and 
condemn the failure of both 
member-states and the Com- 
mission to heed past warnings. 
The court is complying for the 
first time with a Maastricht 
Treaty requirement to provide 
Parliament and the Council of 
Ministers with a statement of as- 
surance on the legality of the an- 
nual accounts. 

The court expresses particu- 
lar concern a| the absence of 
proper controls over payments 
to farmers and food traders at 
national level. 

A litany of mismanagement 
and ineffective or non-existent 
controls is reported in the fruit- 
and- vegetable regime, where 


the court complains about 
Greek. Spanish and Italian 
fanners being systematically 
overpaid for destruction of un- 
wanted produce. But once again 
the finger is pointed at nation- 
al authorities, who in many 
cases leave control “in the 
hands of the most interested 
parties - the claimants’". 

Poor control over pay-outs 
under regional development 
schemes also draws heavy crit- 
irism. Of the 270 projects to fos- 
ter co-operation between the 
Republic and Northern Ire- 
land under the Interreg pro- 
gramme, only 39 were found to 

have any cross-border content. 

In Eastern Europe, mean- 
while, where raulti-billion- 
pound schemes are being run to 
regenerate the economies of the 
former Soviet-bloc states, there 
is severe criticism of EU spend- < 
ing on apparently futile studies./ 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 

l 

British companies and military 
personnel iq Saudi Arabia were 
last night warned to increase 
their vigilance after a car-bomb ‘ 

attack onan American securi- 
ty installation in Riyadh killed 
six" poodle and injured more 
than 60/ 

President - Bill Clinton 
pledged to mount “an enor- 
mous effort” to find the per- 
petrators ancf an FBI team was 
sent jto the kingdom to -assist 
Sauai intelligence in the hunt. 
It ups the first terrorist attack 
sinde 1991 in Saudi Arabia, the 
wdtld’s leading: oD exporter 
anda key ally of the West. 

/Five Americans, two of them 
nfililary trainers, were among 
those killed when a van packed 
with explosives blew up yester- 
jaay.rnqrning outside a US-op- 
erated' training facility for the 
Saudi National Guard. 

Western embassies tightened 


security and high-profile. British 
companies were told to “up- 
grade their vigilance". Some 
30,000 Britons live in the coun- 
try; British Aerospace is a lead 
contractor in the £20bn oil- 
for-arms Ai-Yamamah deal 
with the Saudi government. 

Several opposition groups 
have threatened Western in- 
terests in Saudi Arabia. Earli- 
er this year the Islamic Change 
Movement demanded that 
Western forces should- leave 
the region or face attack. 

But there has been no trou- 
ble since 1991, when a minibus 
carrying American military per- 
sonnel was raked by gunfire. 

The Saudi ambassador to 
London; Dr Ghazi AJgosaibi, 
said yesterday that the tombing 
was “an isolated incident” 
which did not reflect on the 
country's stability. “All specu- 
lation about the perpetrators re- 
mains just that, speculation," Dr 
Algqsaibi said 

Bomb's two targets, page 12 
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- , u «vrnit in Auckland most talented and outrageous ac- 
wealth suromi d by tors of his' generation, has died 
ended yesterday. ^ ^ ^ 54 . hI death comes days 
Commoflweal lead^ aft er the publication of a reve- 
ihe decisions taken ^ ia t0 iy autobiography. Page 9 
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WILL BENNETT 

Frederick West claimed that he 
and his wife, Rosemary, had 
killed 20 more victims than 
those found at 25 Cromwell 
Street, bringing the total to 
more than 30, Winchester 
Crown Court was told yesterday. 

The couple had been in- 
volved in the killings with 
several other men and some of 
the bodies had been buried at 
a farm, Mr West told Janet 
Leach, an observer who was 
appointed to sit in on his police 
interviews. 

Mrs Leach, 39, was resuming 
her evidence at the murder 
trial of Mrs West, six days after 
collapsing at the court and 
being talma to a Winchester 
hospital, where she had been 
receiving treatment ever since. 

Mrs Leach claimed West told 
her that he and others were 
involved in killings, other than 
those at his Cromwell Street 
home, and the bodies were 
buried at an unnamed farm. 

Looking pale and drawn, 
Mrs Leach, 39, who suffered a 
stroke last year, was pushed into 
the witness box in a wheelchair 
and was accompanied by Dr 
Christopher Gordon from the 
hospital throughout her 
evidence. 

The trial of Mrs West, 41, 
who denies murdering 10 girls 
and young women whose re- 
mains were found at the Wests’ 
house, 25 Cromwell Street. 
Gloucester, and at their previ- 
ous home in the city, entered its 
seventh week yesterday. 

Last week Mrs Leach told the 
’ court that die was appointed an 
“appropriate adult to sit in as 
an impartial observer at police 
interviews with Mr West after 
his arrest last year. 

She said that she established 
a rapport with Mr West and that 
while detectives were not pre- 
sent he told her that be had 
made a pact with his wife by 
which be would take sole re- 
sponsibility for the killings if 
they were caughL 

Mrs Leach wept and paused 


frequently to take sips of water 
yesterday as she continued her 
account of her conversations 
with him. 

Mr West, who was charged 
with 12 murders, was found 
dead in his prison cell last New 
Year’s Day. 

Asked by Brian Leveson QC, 
prosecuting, how many more 
bodies Mr West was talking 
about, Mrs Leach replied: “An- 
other 20.” 

He did not tell her precisely 
where they were buried and said 
that Mrs West, another person 
and some coloured men had 
been involved in the killings. 

Mrs Leach said that one of 
the victims was missing cafe 
waitress Mary Bastholm, 15, 
who vanished in January 1968. 






An artists' impression of 
Janet Leach in court 

She learned that Mary was 
dead and buried at an undis- 
closed farm. West, she said, told 
her that he picked Mary up at 
a bus stop. The jury has already 
heard that some of the alleged 
Cromwell Street victims were 
picked up at bus stops. 

Mrs Leach admitted lying in 
her evidence last week, that she 
had not spoken to the press. 

And she agreed that she had 
been paid a £7,500 option for 
a book deal which could even- 
tually be worth £100,000. 

Report, page 7 
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planning from our experts. For further details call 
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Bruton to urge talks on N Ireland 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Irish Prime Minister will to- 
day seek lo reach agreement 
with John Major to end the im- 
passe over the stalled Northern 
Ireland peace process. 

. John -Bruton is expected to 
use con tacts bc tween officials in 
Dublin arid London to speak to 
the Prime Minister by tele- 
phone £o\mcrve the peace 
process forward. 

Mr Bruton will urge Mr 


Major to agree io announce a 
target date for the start of all- 
party round-table talks withia as 
weeks of (he start of work by an 
international commission on 
decommissioning weapons. 

Although the timetable by the 
Taoiseach will be regarded by 
London as unrealistic, both 
sides insisted the gap between 
the two governments was nar- 
rower than appeared from the 
weekend war of words between 
the nvo leaders over the timing 
oF the next step. 


MPs’ earnings: Parliamentary lawyers 
to cash in on registration of contracts 


Nolan vote 


spells boom 


for solicitors 


COUN BROWN 

The vote by MPs to declare their 
earnings could turn into a bo- 
nanza for the normally stuffy 
world of parliamentary solici- 
tors. 

One firm was already' on the 
look out for extra business yes- 
terday from MPs who have to 
lodge consultancy contracts 
with the new parliamentary 
commissioner. Sir Gordon 
Downey. 

Dozens of MPs yesterday re- 
ceived letters from a firm of par- 
liamentary solicitors offering 
their advice in meeting the new 
rules for dedaring private earn 
ings 

Dyson Bell Martin, who have 
their offices in the shadow of 
Big Ben at Westminster, wrote 
to all MPs who have already de- 
clared a post as a parliamentary 
adviser in the register of mem 
bers' interests. 

By reason of the nature of 
our practice and having fol- 
lowed the proceedings of the 
Nolan Committee closely, we 
believe (hat we are well placed 
to advise members on the ap- 
propriate form of agreements 
and are happy to accept in- 
structions for that purpose," the 
letter said. 


Jonathan Bracken, the firm's 


head of government relations, 
said it was the first time a let 
ter drop to so many MPs had 
been used. “What we are say- 
ing is if you have consultancy 
arrangements, they now need a 
written contract which has to be 
lodged. 

Until Sir Gordon has issued 
guidance, there is likely to be a 
large grey area surrounding 
the definition of the sums which 


have to be declared. But Mr 


Bracken said his firm was def- 
initely not in the business of of- 
fering help on how to dodge the 
rules. 

We are not offering advice 
on how- you get round the rules. 
The suggestion of some of the 
press that you might split con 
tracts into two parts, and get 
paid £20,000 as a management 
consultant and £2,000 as an MP 
we are not in that business at 


all.” Mr Bracken said. 


Last week’s humiliating de 
feat for John Major in the 
earnings vote led to renewed 
rumblings about his leadership 
from Toiy MPs angry that he 
had allowed the Nolan inquiry, 
to get out of hand. The issue will 
still be rumbling when MPs re- 
convene tomorrow for the new 
parliamentary session. 


Tory MP tells why he 
switched to Labour 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

A Conservative MP has told a 
constituent he voted in favour 
of disclosing MPs’ earnings last 
week after he and four other 
Tories initially voted against 
disclosure and then switched lo 
back a Labour amendment. 

Harry Greenway, Tory MP 
for Ealing North, has told a con- 
stituent: “I voted to make pub- 
lic parliamentary earnings 
outside the parliamentary salary 
by MPs. I agree with you that 
the public have a right to know 
these things." 

But in the first key vote, he 
voted against disclosure of “fees 
and benefits'* to the commis- 
sioner for standards. Only after 
John Major was defeated, by the 


surprisingly large margin of 51. 
did Mr Greenway and four 
oiher Tory MPs change sides to 
support Labour in a second, 
technical vote. 

The other Tory MPs who 
changed sides were: Nirj Deva, 
MP for Brentford and Isle- 
worth; David Harris, who retires 
from his St Ives, Cornwall, seat 
at the next election; Robert Key, 
MP for Salisbury; and Nigel 
Evans, MP for Ribble Yfclley. 

Mr Evans said last night that 
he had opposed disclosure but 
saw no point in voting against 
it once the first vote was lost 

Mr Greenway told the Ealing 1 
Gazette his first vote was a , 
‘technical hitch". He had not re- 
alised the two Labour amend- j 
merits were linked. “These 
things are very complicated." I 


Ian Hargreaves resigns 
as ‘Independent’ editor 


Ian Hargreaves resigned as ed- 
itor of the Independent yester- 
day. 

Mr Hargreaves has been ed- 
itor of the Independent since 
August 1994 and during his 
tenure circulation has improved 
to a peak of 300,000 recorded 
in June of this year. 

Mr Uam Heaty, chairman of 


Newspaper Publishing, said: 
“We are all grateful to Ian for 
his stewardship of the title and 
wish him well for the future. The 
Independent is in good shape 
and we will begin immediately 
to seek a replacement editor to 
take the newspaper to the next 
exciting stage in its develop- 
ment." 


It was learned last night that 
Mr Major wrote to Mr Bruton 
at the weekend in a preliminary 
response to the Irish pressure 
for movement over the twin- 
track approach to the 
settlement Mr Major has 
emphatically denied that it is 
Britain, which is responsible for 
the impasse. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the Sec- 
\ retary of State for Northern Ire- 
■ land, said yesterday there was 
no rift between the two gov- 
ernments. Sir Patrick, speaking 


in Larne, Co Antrim, said the 
ohstacle to progress in the talks 
process was the paramilitaries* 
refusal to make even a start to 
the decommissioning of 
weapons. 

Tne Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary would like to see the 
ground laid for all-parly talks by 
next February. Mr Bruton said 
the Irish government was ready 
to move now on the next steps 
towards all-party talks, but 
Dublin sources denied this was 
a call for the talks to begin now. 


The Irish Foreign Minister, 
Dick Spring, has been pushing 
for a settlement to be reached 
through negotiation round the 
table. The twin-track approach 
by the two governments origi- 
nally envisaged a fresh round of 
bilateral or trilateral talks be- 
tween the governments and the 
Individual parties, including 
Sinn Fein, while .the interna- 
tional conmtission on decom- 
missioning weapons began its 
work. 

London wants the commis- 


sion to report back cm pro^c» 
before bringing Sinn Fein into 
all-party talks. Dublin now ap- 
pears to believe the inter-party 
negotiations by Michael An- 
cram, the Northern Ireland 
minister, have failed to move the 
process forward, and instead 
wards to short-cut the twin-track 
process, by moving to all-party 
fatfc-c afterthc^ormnisson has 
■ 'er way.\ •’ 

the re- 


commissioning 





Safina Woodruff, of the auctioneers Colnagh}, with a rare portrait of Sir Winston Churchill in the ‘siren’ suit he wore at War Cabinet meetings. The 
picture, by Frank Salisbury, is to be sold by feruiants Auctioneers in Leybum, North Yorkshire, later this month Photograph: David Sandison 

Second complaint over BA checks 


PETER VICTOR 

Another black British family has 
complained after being target- 
ed by British Airways “ethnic 
passport" photocopying staff. 

BAs managing director. Bob 
Ayling, last Friday gave an un- 
reserved apology to a British- 
born black probation officer 
after the Independent revealed 
that his passport had been se- 
cretly photocopied. 

The airline said covertly pho- 
tocopying Tony Kelly's passport 
had been.?* mistake". Telling 
him was done under US 
Federal Aviation rules, which 
required copies to be made of 
all ‘'ethnic passports" had been 
another mistake, it added. 

Further letters obtained by 


the Independent, however, show 
that BA targeted other black 
British nationals for covert 
passport ph^fiopying. They 
also confirnvthai the informa- 
tion gatheredwas kept for two 
months after the journey is 
complete.. 

Blacl^ Briton Michelle Cado- 
gan's passport was quietly tak- 
en away and copied without any 
explanation as she checked in 
for a BA flight to New York last 
Decembeiilt was only when her 
parents demanded to know 

where their\l 7-year-old daugh- 
ter’s passpon had gone that they 
were told. \ 

Michelle's father. Dr Michael 
Cadogan. wtote to BA de- 
manding an explanation for 
the incident and asking how 


long his daughters details 
would be retained. After three 
months, he received a letter 
from Denise Lawson, of BAs 
customer relations department 
stating: “The US Immigration 
Authorities operate very strict 
admission procedures and re- 
quire aS ainine(sic) to perform 
thorough document checks pri- 
or to embarkation from the UK. 
The photocopying of passports 
and other travel documents 
forms part of these checks ... 
British Airways Birmingham 
have advised me that all copies 
are held on file for two months 
from the departure date and 
then destroyed." 

Dr Cadogan, 47, a frequent 
BA business passenger and a 
regular traveller with his fami- 


ly. then wrote to Sir Colin Mar- 
shall asking why his daughter 
had been targeted. 

In his reply, the BA Chair- 
man stated that he had seen the 
letter from the customer rela- 
tions department “Ms Lawson 
answered in detail the five 
points you raised about the 
photocopying of passports be- 
longing to passengers checking 
in at Birmingham to travel to 
New York. There is nothing I 
can add to what has been said 
already." 

Last July, as Michelle Cado- 
gan was fearing Britain to trav- 
el again to New York for a 
holiday, BA staff again tried to 
take away her passport. This 
time, her mother put her foot 
down. 


Donna Cadogan, 44, a 
teacher, told staff they could ex- 
amine the passpon in front or 
her or not at alL Last night she 
said the ramifications of the is^ 
sue were far-reaching: “Sir Col- 
in Marshall did not respond to 
the points in my husband s let- 
ter. They were prepared lo de- 
fend it nght up to the top. They 
have apologised to Tony Kelly. 
I would like to hear what they 
have to say to us." 

BA said Sir Colin's letter to 
the Cadogans had been based 
on the same inaccurate infor- 
mation as m the Kelly case: “Wfe 
have acted to correct that now." 
A spokesman said that since the 
Independent revelations, pro- 
cedures had been revised. 

Leading article, page 16 


Minister aims to put a price on tranquillity 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

What is the value of fresh air or 
the price of peace and quiet? 
For the first time, research is be- 
ing undertaken to try to assess 
the value of the elusive concept 
of quality of life. 

Until now, no attempt has 
been made to assess the value 
of the environmental impact of 
transport but yesterday the Sec- 
retary of State for Transport, Sir 
George Young, launched re- 
search to try for the first time 
to put a precise price on envi- 
ronmental damage as it affects 
people near road schemes. The 


\ 

i 

study will try lo calculate, for ex- 
ample, what an extrauedbel of 
noise or a measurable increase 
in air pollution is worth. Previ- 
ously, the department nas shied 
away from such work rpowing 
that it would be a major weapon 
for opponents of road schemes 
at public inquiries. \ 

In a review of existing Work 
in this field, the department 
found that some values had al- 
ready been suggested for certain 
aspects of pollution. 

For example, researchers 
suggested that an extra decibel 
of noise in a year should be cost- 
ed at between £550 and £10 per 
year. This is worked out from 


calculations of house prices on 
noisy streets compared with 
those on quiet streets nearby, 
which have suggested that there 
might be a 0.74 per cent fall in 
price per decibel increase in 
noise. Estate agents already 
use a raJe-of-thumb system in 
subtracting a percentage of 
their price estimate for homes 
on busy roads. 

The use of such information 
could have a substantial impact 
on road schemes, and might 
make the difference between 
schemes proceeding or being 
scrapped. 

Another survey suggests that 
a reduction in particulates, the 


tiny specks of dust emitted by 
engines, especially diesels, by 
one microgram per cubic metre 
should be costed at between 
£5.75 and £17.25 per year. An- 
nual average levels in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom are of 20-30 
micrograms per cubic metre in 
large urban areas. 

Other factors which it might 
be possible to assess range from 
global warming and use of land 
for toadbuilding to potential 
risks of oQ spillage, aesthetic 
damage to landscape and even 
the killing of wild animals. 

Sir George endorsed the ap- 
proach of the work but said he 
could not, as yet, agree with the 


precise amounts ascribed to 
particular aspects of dam age. Lit- 
tle assessment of the environ- 
mental damage of road schemes 
is currently taken account of in 
the cost-benefit analysis, which 
environmentalists have argued 
skews the equation in favour of 
building schemes. 

Stephen Joseph, of Transport 
2000, the group supporting pub- 
lic transport, said the timing of 
the research was interesting: 
“The Government is just about 
to make massive cuts in the roads 
programme and these sort of cal- 
culate ns will make roadbuikiing 
look even less attractive from an 
economic point of view." 


IN BRIEF 


Dublin sources said Mr Bruton 
was keen to put pressure on 
Sinn Fein to make a compro- 
mise. by the two governments 

adopting a united approach. 
However, he has made clear he 
is seeking a compromise from 
the British government 

The Prime Minister accused 
the Irish government of bowing 
io Sinn Finn pressure when tt 
pulled out of a planned summit 
between Mr Major and Mr Bru- 
announce the twin-trade 


wo charged with 
bus arson attack 

Two men were charged yester- 
day with arson offences m con- 
nection with the firebombing of 
a bus used as a home by road 
protesters in Ncwbuiy. Bcrk- 
shire at the weekend. They 
have been bailed and axe due 
to appear beforeNewbury mag- 
istrates on 12 .December. 

The incendiary attack took 
place on SmKfymoaung as Je- 
remy Middleton, 34, his preg- 
nant girlfriend, Amanda 
Roth well 25, and their six- 
year-old son slept in their bus 
in a layby at Reddings Cbpse, 
a small woodland on the route 
of the planned A34 bypass. 
Threats had prevfous jy be en /. 
made against road protesters liv- 
ing fa tree houses at the camp 
established there last month. - 

Voluntary ID cards . 

The Horae Secretary. Michael^ 
Howard, is to meet Tara» 
Mukheijee, president of the , 
European Migrants Forum — - 
which ise seeking equal rights 
for residents from outside the 
European Union - later this 
month todiscuss the the group’s 
support for the introduction of . 
a voluntary identity card system. 

Mr Mukheijee said his group 
strongly apposed compolsorj' ; . 
ID cards, but voluntary cards 
had proved, helpful to thousands 
of migrants from Algeria, who 
were challenged about their 
identity by French police inthe 
crackdown against Algerian 
terrorism. 

Boy,8, dies in fad 

An eight -year-old boy died 
when be feQ from a second- floor 
window at his home. John 
Thome is thought to have been, 
playing when he fell from the 
bedroom window in Beaumont 
Leys, Leicester. Leicester Hotfi- 
ing Association, which owns 
the property, is to investigate the 
accident. 

Baby charge 
case adjourned 

The case of a British woman 
charged with murdering !|ier 
new-born baby was further ad- 
journed by a New York court. 
Caroline Beale, 30, from 
Leytonstone. east London, had 
bail extended until 7 December. 
Miss Beale was arrested in Sep- 
tember last year at Kennedy air- £ 
port carrying the dead baby girl, “ 
apparently trying to smuggle the 
child’s body on to a London- 
bound flight 

Guarded secret 

Copies of Free As A Bird , the 
Gist new' Beatles single for 25 
years -to be released on 4 De- 
cember - are currently under 
armed guard abroad, it was 
announced by Parlopbone 
Records. 

Guinness boob j 

There were red faces at the 
headquarters of drinks giant < 
Guinness after they discovered j 
a red-haired model they used in 1 
an advertisement to promote a 1 
new beer was just 16. The com- k 
pany apologised and insisted P 
that if it had realised the mod- M 
el was under-age she would not 9 
have been used. Lisa Bern 9 
from Camckfergus. Co Antrim, 9 
was supplied by a Belfast mod- '9 
el agency for the advert pav 9 
moting Guinness's new product 9 
Kilkenny Red in a trade mag- 9 

azine. 9 
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news 


J^ ter ^ ris ‘ s: Public inquiry to go ahead today with embattled Yorkshire company applying for an emergency drought order 

ttain dampens the threat of cuts to homes 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspc 


'respondent 
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West aboui alleged failures to 
meet agreed standards. 

Two- thirds of Yorkshire s 4_5 
mUUon customers are now cov- 
ered by hosepipe bans - larae- 
ly ineffectual now that garden 
watenng bas stopped. About 1.5 
million, one-ihird, are living 
under more severe restrictions 
g ™ et J by earlier drought 
orders from the Government. 
These restrict inessential uses of 
water such as car washing. 

But the gravest threat is to the 
residents of the Kirklees and 
Calderdale districts of West 
Yorkshire, covering Hudders- 
field and Halifax respectively. 
The area is heavily dependent 
on upland reservoirs with lim- 
ited storage capacity. In March, 
these were full, but an 
extremely dry summer has been 
followed by an exceptionally diy 
autumn. 

The company is hoping that, 
following the public inquiry, it 
will get permission to cut them 
off zones in these areas 24- 
hours at a time. It had been 
expected to start the cuts next 
week if the emergency drought 
order is granted. Hospitals 
would be exempt, while nursing 
homes would be served by 
bowsers during the cut-offs. 

Yorkshire Water said yester- 
day that following some rain at 
the weekend the rota cuts will 
not be needed until 1 Decem- 
ber at the earliest. Continuous 
heavy rain is needed to start fin- 
ing the reservoirs serving the 
two areas, which are only 1 1 per 
cent fall. Yorkshire Whiter has 
stockpiled half a million two- 
iitre bottles of spring water 


from nearby Buxton, intended 
for the elderly, infirm and oth- 
er groups who would be hard- 
est hit by the cuts. 

But once the cuts begin, it will 
need much more bottled water; 
it intends to supply up to 1 mil- 
uod litres a week. The bottled 
water is not suitable for making 
up baby's milk from formula; 
that should be boiled before- 
hand. 

Leaflets are being distributed 
warning people that it will be 
essential to boil all water used 
for drinking and food prepara- 
tion if the cuts begin because tap 
water purity could no longer be 
guaranteed. Public health offi- 
cials have said there is a threat 
of widespread dysentery and 
food poisoning unless people 
follow the hygiene guidelines. 

A fleet of 200 road tankers is 
bringing water - 25.000 tons a 
day - from east Yorkshire, 
which has no draught, to Hal- 
ifax and Huddersfield. Tempo- 
rary pumping stations and 
pipelines have been installed, 
and in some places the usual 
flow along large mains has been 
reversed. 

Yorkshire has a grid system 
to distribute water round the 
region, but it is not designed to 
move water from the higher and 
usually much wetter west to the 
dry east The company is also 
planning another lackering op- 
eration bringing water from 
Northumbria to Leeds, whose 
reservoirs are also at low level. 

The rota cuts would be un- 
precedented in England, Whies 
or Scotland, although a few 
thousand people around Cook- 
stown in Northern Ireland bad 
overnight water cuts from ear- 
ly August to early October due 
to the drought. 

For several months York- 
shire Whter has been appealing 
to people to eul their water use 
by a quarter and now uses tele- 
vision advertisements. U says it 
is deeply disappointed with the 
public's response to the gath- 
ering crisis; at most consump- 
tion has been reduced by 
one-tenth. 

During the cuts the compa- 
ny intends to pay £3-an-hour for 
an emergency squad of super- 
visors and school cleaners who 
will use buckets to flush school 
lavatories. “They won’t have to 
flush after every child," Clem 
Rushworth, of Calderdale ed- 
ucation authority, said. “It’s a 
question of being there and us- 
ing their common sense.” 



Bottles banked: Pupils at St Joseph’s Junior School in Halifax, West Yorkshire, where emergency rations of bottled water have been delivered Photograph: Joan Russell/Guzelian 


Shortage measures: A county's water crisis 



Regulator demands 
answers on standards 
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NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Three of the big 10 water com- 
panies are now composing a re- 
ply to one of the most awkward 
letters they have ever received 
- a missive from industry reg- 
ulator Ian Byatt suggesting, m 
polite and formal language, 
that they have been cheating 
their customers. 

He believes he has compiled 
information which suggests that 
they have not delivered levels of 
service, tapwater purity, leakage 
control and sewage clean-ups 
which they agreed to in return for 
being allowed to rise prices much 
fester than the rate of inflation. 

Mr Byatt, director-general of 
the Office of Water Services 
(Ofwat), has been sculinising a 
mass of facts provided this sum- 
mer by all of the English and 
Welsh water companies, the Na- 
tional Rivers Authority (the 
Government’s water pollution 


watchdog) and the Department 
of the Environment’s Drinking 
Water Inspectorate. 

He now has questions for 
North West Water, Yorkshire 
Water and South West Water 
which take the form of long an- 
nexes to his probing letters which 
have been leaked. They cover a 
broad range of alleged short- 
comings in improving inland 
and coastal sewage works, rais- 
ing purity standards for drinking 
water and tackling low pressure 

problems. 

Anthony Goldstone, chair- 
man of the Ofwat s North West 
customer service committee, said 
that the company's handling of 
the drought had been “haphaz- 
ard" andleft a lot to be desired. 

“The letter is reaDy saying have 
they complied with ail quality 
standards? Have they had the 
service standards Ofwat de- 
mands of them? Have they sup- 
plied water over the las't few 


months where there have been 
difficulties?” he said. 

Yorkshire Wbter is told in its 
letter that ft appears to have 
missed charxes to improve its wa- 
ter supplies and storage in the 
years before this summer's 
drought- It has one of the high- 
est leakage rates in the country, 
and has just announced that it 
plans to cut leakage from 26 to 
24 per cent by 199S. 

The letters follow the intro- 
duction this year of a new annual 
scrvthjybyOfwaL The regulator 
refused lo’comroeni on their con- 
tents, saying they were confi- 
dential at this stage. “We have to 
give them the chance to reply at 
length to what we’re raising]’’ a 
spokeswoman said. 

Yorkshire Water said: “Mr 
Byatt has not yet reached any 
conclusions." It said it would co- 
operate fully, but was disputing 
“a large amount" of what the reg- 
ulator was suggesting. 


Ageing robbers jailed for 
‘vicious’ shooting of guard 


Two vicious career criminals 
with links to the Kray and 
Richardson gangs were given 
long jail sentences yesterday for 
a robbery in which a security 
guard was deliberately shot. 

At an age when the Recorder 
of London. Sir Lawrence Ver- 
nev. said most people were be- 
ginning or contemplating 
retirement. Christopher Bul- 
brctok. 613. and Anthony Kee- 
gan, 61, are starting jail 
sentences of 15 and 18 yeare 
respectively. 

Their victim, 44-year-old 
Andrew Wallis, had come to the 
Old Bailey to see them sen- 
tenced as part of his therapy but 
was unable to face the ordeal 
and had to leave. 

The court was told he still suf- 
fers pain from where Keegan 
Wasted him in the leg with a 
sawn -off shotgun. 

He can only work at desk 
jobs, will never be able to work 


again as a security guard and stiD 
needs counselling. 

A witness to the robbery and 
shooting, Alice Whitlock, 78, 
was so disgusted by Keegan's 
gratuitous violence in shooting 
Mr Willis, a Security Express 
guard - even though he offered 
no resistance - “that she hit the 
gunman with her handbag and 
called him a bastard", said John 
Kelsey Fry, for the prosecution. 

Keegan pushed her out of the 
way and ran to a getaway car 
driven by Buibrook. Seconds lat- 
er it was rammed by police of- 
ficers who had been watching 
them for several days. 

Inside the car were two sawn- 
off shotguns and over £10,000 
from the - robbery outside an Ice- 
land food store in Bermondsey, 
east London. 

As the grey-haired pair were 
led to the cells. Detective 
Sergeant John Swinfield of the 
Flying Squad said: “They are 


Porn TV channel 
to be banned 


both highly dangerous individ- 
uals. As a result of their incar- 
ceration a Jot of security guards 
out there are safer. They are 
vicious, armed career robbers.” 
He said he was glad the 
judge had rejected “the smoke- 
screen they attempted to put 
up" by implying they were lured 
into the robbery by an insider. 
DS SwinSeld said this attempt 
to implicate Mr Willis was a 
total fabrication and added 
insult to the injuries he suffered 
Hie 'men admitted robbery 
and firearms offences and Kee- 
gan also admitted wounding. A 
charge against Bui brook’s 55- 
year-o/d wife, June, of conspir- 
acy to rob - which she denied 
- was dropped. Police saw her 
hand over to her husband a red 
holdall allegedly containing the 
sawn off shotguns. But Bul- 
brook told police: “I made her 
do it, she had no choice, she is 
not involved." 


Mr Kelsey Fry said Flying 
Squad officers watching Bul- 
brook’s borne in Bermondsey 
saw Keegan - on the run from 
a five-year drug sentence - vis- 
it several times. They followed 
as the pair reconnoitred the 
nearby shopping centre. 

In November last year Kee- 
gan struck as Mr Willis left the 
Iceland store after collecting the 
cash. He pushed aside Mrs 
Whitlock and her husband, 
spun the guard around, grabbed 
the bag and then deliberately 
and without provocation shot 
him in the leg. 

The pair, both with similar 
robbery convictions and a crime 
history dating back to the 1950s, 
were told by the judge he re- 
jected their assertions an 
insider was involved and the 
gunshot was intended only as a 
warning. He said they knew the 
guns were loaded and to be used 
if they thought fit. 


Deadline nears for 
Naval College bids 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 
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children’s 'health and well being 
then there are necessary pow- 
ers that need to be taken. " The 
official announcement is ex- 
pected to be made within the 
next fortnight. 

The Government can effec- 
tively ban TV Erotica from 
British screens by making it an 
offence to sell the smart cards 
in Britain and to advertise or 
publish information about the 
service. 

Similar action was taken m 
1993 to ban the pornographic 
station Red Hot Dutch from 
Britain, but viewers can still see 
the channel by purchasing the 
smart card on the continent. 

The order proscribing Red 
Hot Dutch by the British gov- 
ernment put the station out of 
business, as it lost vast sums of , 
monev when it appealed to the 
European courts about the ban. 

Similar stations, such as TV 
69 have started broadcasting 
from the continent but have 
made a deliberate decision not 
to market their smartcards or 
advertise in Britain. 


IAN MacKINNON 

Agents handling the sale of 
the lease for the Rpyal Naval 
College at Greenwich, one of 
Britain's architectural master- 
pieces, anticipate a Uuny of bids 
minutes before the deadline at 
noon tomorrow. 

Yet as the countdown entered 
its final hours yesterday, not one 
sealed bid had been received, 
despite expressions of interest 
in the Grade I listed building on 
the Thames from more than 450 
organisations. 

However, Knight Frank & 
Rutley, the estate agents co- 
ordinating the sale or the 150- 
year lease for the Ministry of 
Defence, said proposals for 
large properties invariably ar- 
rived right at the last moment 
as organisations tended to use 
ill the available time. 

The sale of the Sir Chnsto- 
rfier VVSren-designed complex, 
ivhich will have stringent con- 
iitions attached, has provoked 
outrage in some circles from 
hose who fear the new tenants 


may not be in keeping with its 
character. 

In response, though, the 
Government has always been at 
pains to point out that the suc- 
cessful proposal, not to be an- 
nounced for some months, “will 
be sympathetic to the character 
of the site” 

For this reason and the sheer 
scale of the she, Richard 
Haynes, of Knight Frank & 
Rutley, predicted that the num- 
ber of bids would ultimately not 
be very large. 

Primary contenders are die 
National Maritime Museum 
and the University of Green- 
wich, which propose trans- 
forming Greenwich into 
Britain's foremost Baromie site 
which would host the millenni- 
um celebrations. 

Bui bids are also expected 
from other educational organ- 
isations^ Britain and abroad. 
‘There has been some other in- 
terest but the serious interest 
that will result in a bid is almost 
exclusively educational," said 
Mr Haynes. 
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Violence on the streets a big problem in ‘little England 

— — : — : — - — 7 — " ^-1 taimnent for young 


Trouble by the Thames: Henley counts 
cost after teenagers go on rampage 

JAMES ClISICK Outside the Three Tuns pub, 

the fashionable watering hole 
HenJey-on-Tharoes, the river- that attracts teenagers from as 
side “little England 1 ' town, far afield as Reading, a huddle 
redolent of rowing, regattas, of youths held their own verbal 
straw boaters and plenty of inquiry into what happened 
Pimms. is struggling with a new last weekend. They blame the 
addition to its tourist attractions, police. 

For the second time this Inspector AH Dizaei blamed 

vear. the supposedly genteel ira- the town's “little Jeremys and 
age of the town has been de- little Henrys" who he claimed 
sttoyed fay Saturday night street pelted his police station with 
violence. Over the weekend, 10 stones, shouted racial abuse, 
vouths were an-ested after con- and threw bricks through a 
‘frontations with local police police Land Rover window -- an 
armed with riot batons and re- during two hours of midnight 
inf creed by dog handlers. mayhem. A similar rampage oc- 

Now the town is anxiously curred earlier this year, short- 
awaiting this week’s edition of ly after the heavy policing for 
its own local newspaper. “I am the July Royal Regatta had 
sure we’re about to become the been reduced. 

Brixton of sleepy Thames Arriving in Henley almost 
Valley.*’ said one focal shop- a year ago, the Inspector 
keeper. But while the town is promised a clampdown onalo 
dirided over whether it has cal drugs and drink problem 
suffered a full-scale street riot identified as out of control. He 
or the aftermath of an alcohol promised increased policing, 
and drugs-induced teenage The youths outside the Tuns’ 

rampage, the youths on the yesterday reacted by saying; 
streets vesterday were not look- “The Old Bill were totally out 
ine forward to this weekend. of order." One, describing Sat- 



tainmeni for young people, 
apart from the pubs. 

Sarah Gregory, a 

gift shop on Bell 
fSibed the cpisodcmtexmsof 

inconvenience, rather than k r 

ior. But she said some of the 
eldertv residents nearby n^u- 
larlv have their doore locked m. 

wit h some "loo temfied 
leave their homes on Friday and 

Saturday nights. 

Publicans along Hart Street, 


Keeping the peace: A police officer on patrol (n Henley-on-Thames. Youths in the town complain of provocation 


urday, said: “They hit people 
with riot batons. Dogs went for 
us. Eventually there was fight- 
ing on every street corner and 
in the car park. That’s not usu- 
al here." 

The fear now is that either 


everything will now go quiet for 
awhile or the trouble will wors- 
en this weekend. “People might 
now come here thinking let’s go 
there and do some damage',” 
said another teenager. 

Around Hart Street. Bell 


Street and New Street, shop- 
keepers who had their proper- 
ties damaged in the “rioting'’ 
were divided over what had hap- 
pened. Asquiths teddy bear 
shop had one of its period win- 
dows damaged and two bears 


stolen. The shop, according to 
assistant Catherine Saker, has 
been damaged before during 
similar trouble. “However, two 
bears stolen is not gang war- 
fare," she said. “It is getting 
worse here, but it’s no worse 


photograph: Edward Sykes 
than any other similar place in 
^College lecturer Richard 

Paines, who teaches at the large 
sixth form college in Henley, 
said: “The problem here is that 
in Henley there is little enter- 


weekend’s trouble. M em- 
plovee at the Catherine Wheel, 
which erapkws weekend bounc- 
es dismissed tales of riots with 
“nothing happened really”. 

Others, awaiting this week- 
end, disagree. One shop own- 
er, who asked not lobe named, 
said: "Like many places in 
Britain you need only scratch 
the surface and the image 
goes." The Royal Regatta was 
only one week in the year. 
“The rest of the time we have 
to deal with wbat the rest of the 
country is dealing with." 

■ Eleven youths were arrested 
in the town of Market Drayton 
in Shropshire on Sunday night 
after gang fighting. 


If it were a matter of just one 
good PC-review, just one award, 
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Hip fracture 
patients ‘get 
sub-standard 
treatment* 
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UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Thousands of elderly people 
who break their hips receive 
sub-standard care, with long 
delays before treatment from 
inexperienced surgeons and 
poor pain control, according to 
a study. 

The Audit Commission 
assessed the care provided by 
for elderiy patients with hip frac- 
tures in nine hosphals across the 
country, and found patients’ 
recovery was hindered by poor 
planning and co-ordination of 
their care, pre- and post-oper- 
atively, and in rehabilitation. 

Each year. 57,000 people 
break their hips and most dis- 
trict general hospitals will see, 
on average, one patient a day 
with this condition. Most will be 
female: 90 per cent of them are 
over 65 and three-quarters are 
over 75. With an ageing popu- 
lation. the number of fractures 
will double in 20 years if current 
trends continue. The cost to the 
health service of caring for the 
patients is about £250m a year. 

Andrew Foster, Controller of 
the Audit Commission, said: 
“Although there are some 
examples of good practice, 
there are more things going 
wrong at every stage [in hip frac- 
ture] than we’ve found in pre- 
vious studies for similar things" 

He said it was not a failure 
of individual manners, doctors, 
nurses or social workers, but a 
failure to adopt a “coherent 
strategy" for dealing with hip 
fracture, and to view the con- 
dition from the patients* point 
of view. Initially, many patients 
were having to wait in A&E 
departments for up to 10 hours 
before admission to a ward. Al- 
most 20 per cent of patients 
waited for more than five hours. 

David Brqwning, associate 
director of the commission, 
said: “These are frail, elderiy 
women in most cases, probably 
in shock. They are lying immo- 
bile on bard trolleys and Lhere 
is a danger of pressure sores." 

Although orthopaedic sur- 
geons agree that the best out- 
come of a hip fracture repair is 
the result of prompt surgery, up 
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to 40 per cent wait two to three 
days, often going without food 
- in case surgery is scheduled at 
short notice - and receiving less 
than optimum attention to pain 
control. The main problems 
are lack of theatre time and 
shortage of orthopaedic sur- 
geons, according to the report. 

Another worrying trend was 
the number of junior surgeons 
and anaesthetists who carried 
out the surgery, Mr Foslcrsaid. 
“One in 10 operations' were car- 
ried out by an unsupervised 
SHO [senior house officer] sur- 
geon and anaesthetist together. 
It is a serious operation in- 
volving big bolts being pushed 
through frail, crumbly bones. It 
needs to be done well." 

Once the patient was ready 
for discharge further problems 
were identified largely because 
of failure to plan discharge 
early enough, and co-ordinate 
the various services - nursing 
care, physiotherapy, and soda! 
services. The report concludes 
with examples of best practice, 
and recommends that pur- 
chasing authorities (health au- 
thorities, GP fundholders etc) 
draw up detailed contracts of 
minimum expectations for the 
care and management of hip 
fracture patients by hospitals. 

Mr Foster said comprehen- 
sive and well-co-ordinated care 
was needed to help elderiy pa- 
tients recover after hip opera- 
tions. and in many cases their 
needs were not adequately met 
He urged hospital managers to 
“take the lead in establishing ro- 
bust arrangements for plan- 
ning and delivering the care 
elderly people need". 

Harriet Hannan, Labour's 
health spokeswoman, said the 
improvements in care that the 
report recommends are made 
harder to achieve in a frag- 
mented, competitive NHS. 
“Their call is for more planning 
and more co-operation in order 
to improve their care of these 
vulnerable patients. The Gov- 
ernment is driving the NHS in 
the opposite direction." 
n United They Stand, Co-ordi- 
nating Care for Eldertv Patients 
with Hip Fractures, HMSO; 
£ 10 . 00 . 
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Parents may cut ecstasy girl’s life-support 


IAN MacKlNNON and 
JASON BENNETTO 

TTie parents of an l&year-old 
girl who is in a coma after tak- 
rng ctstasy were k discussion 
with doctors last night over 

whether to to switch ofber life- 

support machin e 

The prospects of Leah Betts 
surviving were said to be “very, 

very bleak” following her col- 
lapse after taking the tablet on 
Saturday night during her 18th 
birthday party at her home. 

Doctors at the Broomfield 
Hospital, in Chelmsford, Essex, 
where she is being treated, sent 
samples to counterparts at 
Guy’s in London to try to dis- 
cover what caused Leah’s vio- 
lent reaction. 

Police were still hunting the 
main supplier fearing a conta- 
minated batch of the drug, but 
released four students - two 
men, two women - on bail. 

Leah, studying for A- levels at 
Basildon College, Essex, 
bought the £10 tablets in the 
town on Saturday. 

Her parents, who both do 
work as drugs advisers, had 
thrown a party for her birthday 
at their home in Latchingdon, 
near Maldon, Essex, but were 
there to ensure there was no 
trouble or drug-taking. 

Leah's collapsed just after 
midnight shortly after taking the 
pill - which bore an imprint of 
an apple - and was resusdial- 



At risk: Leah Betts in a coma in hospital yesterday 


ed by her step-mother, a nurse, 
until paramedics arrived. 

Yesterday, Dr John Durkan, 
a consultant anaesthetist, said 
the longer her condition re- 
mained the same the less like- 
ly were her chances of 
recovering. “There is a signifi- 
cant chance she wfl] not survive. 
There is oo real improvement 
since she came in,” he said. 

Her father, Paul Betts, 49, a 
former police inspector in the 
drugs squad who now lectures 
in schools, said he was still try- 
ing to come to terms with what 
bad happened. 


Judges to rule 
on knife injury 
to unborn child 


Three Court of Appeal judges 
yesterday began considering a 
complex legal case involving the 
death of a four-month-old baby 
girl bom prematurely because 
of knife wounds suffered by her 
mother. 

The judges, beaded by the 
Lord Chief Justice. Lord Thy- 
lor, have been asked to rule that 
a man who stabbed his pregnant 
girlfriend committed either 
murder or manslaughter of 
their child, even though the 
baby was not yet a legally recog- 
nised “person in being" at the 
time of the wounding. 

The case, referred to the 
court by the Attorney General, 
Sir Nicholas LyeD, following the 
man's acquittal of murder on 
the directions of a trial judge, 
raises important issues over 
bow the law should approach 
the death or disablement of chil- 
dren as a result of pre-natal in- 
jury. It is being watched keenly 
by criminal lawyers and doctors 
involved in abortion practice. 

Although the hearing centres 
on the application of the crim- 
inal law to the unlawful use of 
violence to the unborn child or 
its mother, it is seen as having 
implications for the medical 
profession in what is a “grey" 
area. Doctors are divided oyer 
the ethical problems arising 
from late abortions which result 
in delivery of living foetuses. 

The woman victim in the 
case was stabbed with a kitchen 
knife during a drunken row and 
gave birth three months pre- 
maturely. Her baby daughter 
survived for 121 days, under- 


going surgery to repair the 
injuries she suffered in the 
womb. She died from the con- 
sequences of premature birth. 

At the man's trial in 1993, Mr 
Justice Holland rule that, 
according to legal precedent, he 
could not be convicted of mur- 
der in the absence of specific 
malice against the unborn foe- 
tus. The man, who was earlier 
sentenced to four years k tail 
for wounding the mother, has 
the right to remain anonymous 
in the two-day appeal hearing, 
die outcome of which cannot af- 
fect his acquittal. 

Robert Smith QC, for the At- 
torney General, contended that 
murder or manslaughter was 
committed if a child was born 
alive, lived independently of its 
mother and then died as a 
result of intentional injury 
caused while it was still in the 
womb. It mattered not if the 
intention was to inflict injury 
only on the mother- the offence 
was still made out by the doc- 
trine of “transferred malice". 

The fact that the foetus was 
not legally a person in being at 
the time was no bar to success- 
ful prosecution, Mr Smith told 
Lora Taylor, Mr Justice Kay and 
Mis Justice Steel. It was well es- 
tablished law that to kill a child 
before it bad an existence 
independent of its mother was 
not murder or manslaughter. 
But once a child was bom alive, 
difference considerations ap- 
plied -and the lapse of tune be- 
tween the violent act and the 
actual death was irrelevant. 

The case continues today. 


Blockade threat 
to nuclear plant 


JOHNARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

Anti-nuclear activists are to 
blockade the troubled Doun- 
reav nuclear research estab- 
lishment in Caithness in an 
effort to prevent repro- 
cessing of up *° -0,000 ra 
dioactive spent fuel rods. 
Managers at Dounreay have 



fears. The United 
omic Energy Au- 

nms the plant, has 

ed to recycle 80 
[ sodium from re- 
i Continent and is 
ulti-miHioin pound 



contract to reprocess hundreds 
of radioactive fuel rods from 
Australia. The plant is also bid- 
ding for United States contracts 
worth more than £100m. A con- 
signment of 52 US-madc rods 
from a German nuclear reactor 
arrived at Dounreay last month. 

Bosses at the plant argue 
that reprocessing will generate 
£10m a year for the Caithness 
economy and create much- 
needed employment. A Doun- 

S spokesman said the spent 
elements posed no threat 
to the public during transport 
or storage. Reprocessing would 
generate “only a tiny amount" 
of additional radiation and all 
waste products would be re- 
turned to the country of origin. 

But UKAEA’s bid for the 
work comes at a sensitive time. 
Dounreay is still reeling from a 
series of revelations, highlight- 
ed in the Independent , that poor 
safety procedures have led to 
harmful radioactive leaks. “Hot" 
metal fragments have been dis- 
covered at the plant and on near- 
by beaches in recent months. 

At the same time, two reports 
from government pollution 
watchdogs have accused man- 
agers of covering up a radioac- 
tive explosion at the site in 1977. 

Critics of Dounreay say its 
poor safety record means it 
cannot be trusted to reprocess 
the spent fuel rods. Activists arc 
planning to blockade the plant 
as part of a campaign to force 
managers to abandon the work. 


“I have got anger, hate, and 
I have got love for my daugh- 
ter," he said. “I have got anger 
for the people who bought the 
drugs and hate for the bastard 
who supplied them," he said. 

Police in Essex offered an 
amnesty to other teenagers who 
may have bought the same 


drugs in the hope that it would 
lead to the supplier. 

However, Detective Chief 
Inspector Brian Storey said 
that a friend of Leah's, also 18, 
bad taken a pill bought at the 
same tmy » and had not shown 
any reaction. . 

Up to a mrHionpeople are es- 
timated to take .ecstasy every 

week, but the danger the tablets 

pose is still hotly contested. 

Of the more than SO record- 
ed deaths blamed oo the drug 
the majority of fatalities were 
Hm» to dehydration and heat ex- 
haustion. The drug allows par- 
ty-goers to dance for hours. 

Still k dispute is whether 
adulterated ecstasy is respon- 
sible for the rest of the deaths 
or if it is a rare reaction to the 
pure form of the drug, MDMA. 
Dealers use substances, in- 
cluding amphetamine and brick 
dust, to “pad out" ecstasy. 

An inquest tomorrow into tbe 
death in Blackpool in Septem- 
ber of Daniel Ashton, 17, is ex- 
pected to hear that be died from 
cither a bad reaction to the ec- 
stasy or an overdose of am- 
phetamine. 

Leading article, page 16 



Agony of ecstiray: Leah Betts’s parents at a news conference yesterday 


Photograph: John McLeftan 
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WeU, who would have : thought 
worth that raudi? Apart from the thieves, 

Unfortunately, it’s ■ often the case that 
. something. Or took at'the small print of your .dire^ ins^ 

Some cover you for a grand soy 

So, if you, have an heirlopm worth, say ^^(^i^0r 
a shock if you ever made a claim. 


• You could .end up. haying to settle for a fraction ;c^=yiat the pto'ce yv^; v:- 1 ‘ 

tire th^ypur and coirter^f are. pioperiY chyered^ ^atever 


At Sun Alliance Connections wc can ensure 





. _ Sun ABmce Connections is a new g&eratisti ofmsiorr that 
am take care of ail jour needs ji^ household iend nwtqr 
to health insurance, and even savings- and investments too. 
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model shown IOC Escapade level 3. 


It’s no wild prank. Thanks to Passport 
- our flexible finance scheme - the only thing 
between you and an Escapade is your deposit 
(you can choose any amount between 10% 
and 30%). 

And. as it will soon be the season of 
good will, if you buy the new 106 Escapade 
over 2 years your first instalment won’t be 
due for three months. (Who said Christmas 
is always the most expensive time of year?) 

If that sounds tempting, we have to 
admit that there is something about this 
chic and stylish 106 model that could 
make you think twice. Its colour range. 


Amethyst and Samoa Blue are just two 
stunning additions to an array of paint 
finish es that’ll leave you scratching your head! 
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THE PEUGEOT 106 ESCAPADE RANGE 


While you’re mulling that one over admire 
the special graphics, special cloth trim and 

body coloured bumper skirts. 

Most models also offer a five speed 
gearbox and ‘plip’ central locking. 

Choose between 3 or 5 door models. 
Opt for either a 1.0 litre or 1.1 litre petrol 
engine. Or go for our 1.5 litre diesel version. 

The new 106 Escapade range starts from 
£7,375 on the roadJ + Now there's something 
to get excited about. 

For further information embark on an 
expedition to your local Peugeot dealer or 
call 0500 500 106. 


106 

PEUGEOT 
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NO REPAYMENTS UNTIL 

FEBRUARY PURE ESCAPISM? 

NO, PURE ESCAPADE. 
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Cromwell Street trial: Court hears sensational testimony from witness who admits she lied over £100,000 newspaper deal 

Fred West ‘confessed to 20 more killings’ 


WILL BENNETT 

KaSKSttB! 

S* i h33 

^^r^ a, ? mnesswhoad - 

inmea to agreeing a £100 onn 
ne^paper deal for her 2S5J° 

The couple had been in- 

eSkrfh? thC miD ® ™ lh »v- 
bSi^?h»? e il and 50106 of the 

2“®* ™ been buried at a 

told Janet 
Leach, an observer appointed 

t0 m °n bis police mtwiews. 

Leac h was resuming her 
evidence m the trial of Mis West 

10 m «rder charges, six days 
after collapsing during an ad- 
journment and being taken to 
hospital in Winchester. 

Yesterday, looking pale and 
drawn, she was pushed into the 
witness box in a wheelchair. She 
was accompanied throughout 
her evidence by Dr Christopher 
Cordon, from the Royal Hamp- 
shire County Hospital, where 
she had been treated since her 
collapse. 

Mrs Leach, who suffered a 
stroke last year, admitted yes- 
terday that she had lied last 
week about contacts with the 
media and said that she biad ver- 
bally agreed a £100,000 deal 
with Minor Group Newspapers. 

The trial of Mrs West, 41, 
who denies the murders of 10 
girls and young women whose 
remains were found at 25 
Cromwell Street, Gloucester, 
and at the Wests* previous 
home in the city, entered its sev- 
enth week yesterday. 

Last week Mrs Leach, 39, 
told the court she had been ap- 
pointed os an “appropriate 
adult" to sit in as an impartial 
observer at police interviews 
with Mr West, who was found 
dead in his prison cell on New 
Year’s Day. 

She said she had built up a 
rapport with Mr West and that 
he told her that he had made a 
pact with his wife by which he 


would take sole responsibility 
for the killin gs 

Yesterday, Mrs Leach was 
asked by Brian Leveson QC, 
prosecuting, about other mur- 
ders mentioned by Mr West. 
She said he told her that the re- 
mains of some girls had been 
buried at a farm. 

Mr Leveson asked: “Did you 
ever get to the bottom of these 
others?* 1 

Mrs Leach replied: "Only as 
to what happened to them and 
how many but he did not give 
me specific areas." 

Mr Leveson asked: “How 
many people was he talking 
about?" 

Mrs Leach replied: “Anoth- 
er twenty.” 

Mr Leveson asked if Mr 
West had revealed who else was 
involved in the killings. Mrs 
Leach said he had told her that 
Mrs West, another person, and 
some coloured men had taken 
part. 

Mr Leveson said: "Are you in 
the position to evaluate or 
judge whether whatever he said 
to you was true or not?" 

Mrs Leach replied: "No.*’ 

Questioned by Richard Fer- 
guson QC, defending, Mrs 
Leach said Mr West had told 
her that he knew Maty 
Bastholm, who disappeared in 
Gloucester in 1968. He said be 
picked up the 15-year-old at a 
bus stop. 

Mr Ferguson asked: “Did 
you ask him about where Mary 
Bastholm was? Did you gather 
that she was dead?" 

Mrs Leach replied: “Yes." 

Mr Ferguson said: “Did you 
ask him where her remains 
were?” 

Mrs Leach replied: “He said 
that they were on a farm.” 

She said Mr West told her 
that the victims found at 25 
CromweD Street had died by ac- 
cident and that someone else 
had brought their bodies back 
there. 

He also told her that his 
first wife, Rena, and another 
person had killed Anne McFaU, 


DAILY POEM 

Luton versus Middlesbrough 

By John Hegley 

Five whole goals to Luton Town 

and Middlesbrough not one. 

but though their team was five-nil down 

their fans were up for fun 

and when their consolation came 

before the whistle blew 

they echoed Luton ’s we want six' 

with a modest *hw want two 

John Hegley was boro in Islington, London, in 1^3 “d grew 
up in Luton. He read English and sociology at Bradford Uni- 
versity and worked in children’s theatre before becommg a per- 
formance poeL Five collections have now 
Wear Glasses ( 1990), Can I Come Down Now Dad? Five 

Sugars Please (1993), These Were Your Father s( 1 994) . This 
poem is taken from his latest coUecUon, just 
chs (Methuen. £8). “His words are droll and whimsical and 
quite often make little sense" - Luton News. 
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whose re mains were found near 
his home village of Much 
Marcle, Herefordshire. Mr 
West was charged with her 
murder, but Mrs West is not. 

She admitted that she knew 
that Mr Wfest was telling her one 
thing and the police another. Mr 
Ferguson said: “You did noth- 
ing about iL” Mrs Leach 
replied; “I couldn't." 

Mr Ferguson asked: “Why 
was he [Mr West] prepared to 
take responsibility for these 
killings?’' 

Mrs Leach replied: "Because 
he would do anything for Rose.” 

Mis Leach said that after she 
ceased to be an observer at his 
interviews, she stayed in touch 
with Mr West because he had 
told her about the other bodies 
and she wanted to find out 
where they were. 

Mr Ferguson asked her about 
her evidence last week that she 
had not sold her story or spo- 
ken to Lhe media. He said that 
last year the Daily Mirror had 
been telephoned by a woman 
who said she was helping a 


friend who wanted to write a 
book. Mrs Leach agreed that 
she had made the call. 

Mr Ferguson then read out 
a letter, from Mirror Group 
Newspapers, offering £7.500 
for the rights to her story. 

Mrs Leach agreed that in Au- 
gust MGN had provided a 
chalet in Somerset for herself 
and her family.and in Septem- 
ber she had personally received 
£5,000 from the Mirror. 

Mr Ferguson then put It to 
her that she had had a meeting 
with three MGN representa- 
tives. “At that meeting you ver- 
bally agreed to accept an offer 
of £100,000 for the exclusive 
rights to your story." 

Mrs Leach replied: "I have 
not signed anything.” 

Mr Ferguson said: "Did you 
accept that offer?" 

Mrs Leach replied: “Yes." 

Mr Ferguson said: "You were 
also asked if you had spoken to 
the press by Mr Leveson. That 
just wasn't true was it?” 

Mrs Leach said: “No." 

The trial continues today. 
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Brmnaticevi^^rMrnanet Leach gives Winchester Crown Court her account of meetings with Fred West 
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The road to environmental improvement 

It's never ending. 


Every day at B&Q we learn 
how we can improve our 
environmental performance. But 
we find the more we learn, 
there's even more we need to 
learn. 

It's like travelling a desert road, 
no matter how far you drive, 
the horizon seems as far away 
as ever. 

When we set out in 1 990, the 
issues that faced us seemed 
almost overwhelming in their 
scope and size. So we decided 
our best approach would be to 
research the issues that affected 
our business, list the priorities 
and formulate a policy and action 
plan for each one, so we could 
reduce our impact on the 
environment. 

We knew we couldn't create 
quick-win solutions but we did 
promise continuous improvement 
on a long term scale. 

Since our last update in 
September 1994, we can report 
many achievements, but we have 
identified other issues which 
need to be assessed and acted 
upon. 

Progress made: 
the timber story 



In 1991, nine out of ten of our 
suppliers could not or would not 
tell us where the timber they used 
came from. Yet half of them said 
that their timber came from 
sustainable sources. It meant we 
had to find out for ourselves. 

By the end of 1993 we had 
identified all the sources of our 
timber products but also in 1991 
we were the first retailer to sign up 
to the World Fund for Nature's 
timber target - we said, 'We will 
only buy timber products sourced 
from well managed forests from the 
end of 1995'. 

It's a target we are confident that 
we are close to hitting. It has meant 
visiting suppliers and forests in 20 
countries, repeatedly surveying 
over 1 00 suppliers and taking over 
800 man days to scrutinise every 
timber product and its supply chain 
- an enormously complex process. 


17% 

'Non-critical 

failures' 


X <2%, 

'Critical 

failures' 


November 1 995 

The chart shows that at the time 
of going to press 81 % of our timber 
products come from well managed 
sources. 17% is designated ’non- 
critica! failures' - we expeci to 
solve any outstanding problems by 



the end of the year. And currently, 
fewer than 2% are 'critical failures' 
and therefore we may have to seek 
alternative sources. 

Even if B&Q is confident that all 
its timber comes from well 
managed sources, we need to go 
one step further for our customers. 
We have embarked on a 
programme to ensure that all timber 
products come from independently 
certified well managed forests by 
the end of 1999. Three product 
ranges - rubberwood doors, 
parquet flooring and red hardwood 
mouldings - have already been 
independently certified and there 
are ten other product ranges 
currently going through the process. 

Below is a table which shows 
where all our timber comes from. 

| Year of Timber Audit 1 



1993 

1994 

Total limber usage 
bv BAQ’s products 

1 

I • 

3 

283,268 m3 
tan increase 
of 8.7%r 

% of timber bv 
xohime traced 
to forest level: 

39% 

52.6% 

% of timber by 
tolume traced to 
a named 
processing mA): 

59% 

45.6% 

(raced (o onlv 
a regional level 
urthm a country 

B.23% 

0.9% 

% traced to a 
country fevef onfv 

t.41% 

0.9% 

Number of 
countries 
supplying timber 

« 

50 

Si of the timber 
originating in 
the UK 

52% 

54% 

°o of timber from 
the temperate 
forests 

92% 

91.6% 

Commonest 
species used 

Conifers at 
84% 

Conifers at 
85.5% 

Most common 
tropical timber 
used 

Bubberwood 
from 4 

AMn-jnM 

Far Eastern 
countries 4! 
1.9% of the 
total vobune. • 

Rubberwood 
from 5 
different 
Far Eastern 
countries at 
2.1% of the 
total volume 


Local charcoal 

This year, working with the 
Bio-Regional Charcoal Group, 
30 B&Q stores have been stocking 
charcoal produced 
from their local 
woods. It has helped 
to create a §•-),.• v .. 

new UK industry and H-jpdpBi 
stimulate an if »|j| f I 

ecological and ft W||m| 
economic revival of 
the UK's neglected WAmIaL 
woodland resource. By 
next season we are || V I 
confident that the local JP 2 
charcoal (which will If 
be stocked in about K 
1 20 stores) and all our 
other charcoal 
sources, will be 
independently certified. 

Not just timber 

Whilst we have treated timber as 
a priority area, all 40,000 products 
we sell have an environmental 
impact. We have continued to work 
with ail of our 500 suppliers to 
ensure that they are fully aware of 
their products' life cycles and have 
the action plans to reduce their 
impact. 

The supply chain 

Our target was that by the end of 
last November all suppliers had to 
demonstrate a detailed awareness 
of the issues and be committed to 
reducing their impact. By 


Number of suppliers with an environments! policy 
100 % 
w* 

BO% 

S 70% 


Feb-93 Dcc-93 Au&-94 Dec -94 May-95 
(Daa refers k> all f uropedn 
suppliers before the end offline 199-J.j 


November 1994 94% complied 
with our target and those that didn't 
have now met our standards or no 
longer supply B&Q. 

Having reached the point where 
all our suppliers had an 
environmental policy, the next step 
was to maintain the momentum 
and ensure that real improvements 
were being made. 


QUALITY, ETHICS, SAFETY AND TREATMENT 

Last July we introduced QUEST. 
A scheme that measures suppliers 
on both their quality and 
environmental performance. We 
believe that product quality and 
environmental issues both 
contribute towards our main 
objective - customer satisfaction. 
Suppliers are now measured on ten 
principles and are graded on their 
published policy, their actions, their 
involvement in international supply 
chains*, on all aspects of packaging 
and their performance on timber.* 
(*where applicable). ... 


hydrogen peroxide and dyes - to 
focus our attention. A range of 
improvements, including the 
installation of a water filtration unit, 
were implemented once B&Q had 
made a long term commitment to 
the manufacturer's product. 

Room for 
improvement 

Other potential problems have 
been identified but still need 
attention. An example is capiz 
lampshades from the Philippines. 
They use capiz shells which come 
from free- living scallops living in 
sandy sea floors. Despite the legal 
regulations, illegal collection is not 
unknown. The quality of wiring at 
the factory, the lack of protective 
clothing and the use of diluted 
hydrochloric acid and lead solder 
also cause concern. 

But simply ceasing trade with this 
factory would mean economic 
problems for the workers as well as 
the owner, so we will be making 
deeper investigations into capiz 
with a view to making realistic 
improvements. 
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New standards 

QUEST is still in its infancy but by 
next year each supplier will be 
given a dassificatiom/Based orij&e 
.; quailli^r amt 

: it Will range from 'exceptional 
supplier.' to 'problem supplier'. 
'Problem' and 'poor* suppliers will 
not have new products stocked 
until they have resolved the issues. 

International 
tM supply chains 

We have been 
concerned about high 
profile issues such as 
timber and peat but when 

|| we visited factories of 
-'i suppliers in developing 
! countries, we realised we 

* V $ 

„ i had other issues to deal 
*'““***“ 1 with. In many factories 
I working conditions were 
Sa^8 poor and it's hard to 
justify concerns about 
insects in a peat bog if 
the people making our products are 
working in potentially hazardous 
conditions. 

Last year we reported on our 
work in developing nations, 
including our involvement in a 
brassware factory in India, to 
improve health and safety 
conditions. 

This year we have worked with 
our machine-woven rug supplier to 
investigate their manufacture in 
India. We thought the issue would 
be child labour but we learned 
from many sources that child 
labour is generally confined to 
hand knotted rug production. 
Nevertheless, there were other 
issues such as the dying of cotton 
yarns - using caustic soda. 


Sometimes the magnitude of the 
problem is just too great We visited 
--a factory in India "which makes 
hmges vvhere we found conditions 
very poor. Potentially hazardous 
use of chemicals, untreated waste 
water, unacceptably high noise 
levels and incomprehensible safety 
warnings led us to the reluctant 
conclusion that we had little 
chance of improving conditions. 
We decided to transfer our business 
to a factory with better standards. 

Even though we have a policy 
which sets out criteria for suppliers 
sourcing from developing nations; 
have visited many production 
facilities in these countries and 
have worked with suppliers to 
achieve some improvements , we 
know we have much more to do. 

in the future we will continue to 
devote resources to ensure we find 
out more about working conditions 
in all these factories and try to 
improve them where feasible. 

Keeping our 
own house in order 

We have been making progress in 
our own operations. One of our most 
exciting challenges is our 'zero' 
waste project. Working with 12 of 
our stores in a pilot scheme, we are 
aiming to reuse and reduce one 
store's waste to zero and the 
remainder to 75%. It's a very 
ambitious target and even if we get 
close to it, we will have made a 
significant achievement 
Through recycling cardboard, for 
example, we can save up to 
£400,000 by not putting the 
cardboard into general waste skips. 




and we can create revenue of an 

additional £400,000 by baling it up 
and selling it in large volumes. 

Proving that reducing the 
environmental impact of our 
business can sometimes save 
money. 

Customer choice 

Most of us know the benefits of 
insulating our houses, installing 
radiator flow valves and stopping 
dripping taps but changing our 
buying habits can also help. 

Why not buy energy efficient light 
bulbs, peat-free composts and 
water-based paints? 

B&Q as a business is led by 
customer demand - if customers 
ask for environmentally sound 
alternatives, it will change our own 
buying patterns? 

Shades of green 

So, is B&Q any greener than 
when we started our environmental 
programme five years ago? Yes. 
Work with our suppliers, work on 
timber and peat and in developing 
nations, has definitely helped 
reduce the impact of B&Q upon the 
environment 

But, even though we've come a 
few miles down the road, we know 
that the horizon is going to remain 
tantalisingly distant tor many years 
to come. 







t >€■ 

B&Q has detailed its environmental 
policy and action plan in its second 
environmental review, 'How Green is 
My Front Door?' 

For a free copy, please fill in this 
coupon and send it with a self 
addressed envelope (at least 21cm x 
22cm) to: Dr. Alan Knight, 
B&Q pic, 1 Hampshire Corporate 
Park, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, Hants, 
SOS3 3YX. 


Address. 


PostCode 


B&Q is the UK's largest home improvement and garden centre retailer with an annual turnover of some £1 .2 billion. There are 280 stores throughout the UK employing over 1 8 000 people 
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Reporting on our impact on the environment. 
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Lottery 
sales total 
£4.5bn in 

first year 


Robert Stephens: ‘Heir to Olivier* finally won recognition during a Shakespearian Indian summer 


REBECCA FOWLER 

tSS 1 ShT 1 Hi 6 Nation al Lot- 

ssfJsd.'SS 

conducted IbrX 
°- f *^ C game. 

h«ciIS, Nai 5*2! f° Ite iy, which 
has taken £4.5bn fo sai es j n 

first year, celebrated its un- 
precedented commercial suc- 
cess yesterday. But lottery 
organisers also acknowledged jt 
has attracted an equally force- 
tul barrage of controversy for al- 
en f>u raging gambling. 

Although the survey found 89 

Rf r SF n f f^pfe “approve” of 
the National Lottery, 40 per cent 
did not agree that it is “a harm- 
less Gutter”, and nearly a third 
did not agree that it was a “re- 
ally good thing for the country'’. 

Among the most outspoken 
critics is the Church ofEngJand- 
YesLerday, the Rt Rev David 
Sheppard, the Bishop of Liver- 
pool, called for an investigation 
into the lottery. “Gambling is be- 
ing encouraged and artificially 
stimulated," said the bishop. 
“The scratch cards are driving 
a coach and horse through all 
the rules of gambling." 

David Rigg. communications 
director of CameloL the lottery 
operator, confirmed that Gam- 
blers Anonymous had a 17 per 
cent increase in calls from wor- 
ried members of the public. 
Camelot is to co-fund research 
into the impact of the lottery with 
an independent organisation. 

Forty per cent play the lottery 
because they find it fun. But a 
quarter, mostiy in the 16-34 age 
group, are “big prize dreamers” 
who play for the jackpot. 

More than 130 millionaires 
have been created by the lottery 
in its first year, with 20 winning 


over £5m and six winning over 
£10m. The highest number of 
winners, by television region, 
have come from the EasL, West 
and South Midlands, where 
there have been 53 jackpot 
claims, followed by 50 in Lon- 
don. Only 13 claimed jackpots 
in Whi es. 

While Wales accounts for 95 
per cent of the national average 
sales, it has only 67 per cent of 
the national average of win- 
nings. Scotland has 94 per cent 
of sales, on an average popula- 
tion basis, but only 86 per cent 
of the winnings. The luckier re- 
gions include the South-west, 
which has 90 per cent of sales, 
but 113 per cent of winnings. 

Camelot said that they would 
be extending the game over 
the next few years of their li- 
cence to sustain interest They 
are considering a separate mid- 
week lottery draw and more 
complex scratch cards. 

“The mid-week draw is one 
of the options we have, but there 
are lots of other games we are 
looking at too," said Tim Hol- 
ley, chief executive of CameloL 
“We are want to keep sales at 
the same level, or with a slow 
level of growth.” 

The average weekly spend on 
the lottery is £2J3. Members of 
social group C2 have the 
biggest Gutter, spending an av- 
erage of £2.49 compared with 
Cls who spend the least, £2.33. 
Most lottery tickets are sold in 
London, where sales per capi- 
ta are £1.55. 

The lottery was defended by 
Virginia Bottomky, Minster for 
National Heritage, who said the 
weekly spend of £2 was “less 
thanapadeet of cigarettes” and 
denied it was exploiting the peo- 
ple least able to afford it. She 
also said that the age limit for 
buying tickets would remain at 
16, and indicated it was unlikely 
that prizes would be capped. 



Sir Robert: Above, as King Lear for the RSC in 1993 (Photograph: Stuart Morris). Below, with his wife, Patricia (left) and Dame Maggie Smith at this year's Variety Club Show awards 

‘Great light’ goes out as acclaimed Lear dies 



DAVID LISTER 

Arts Correspondent 

Sir Robert Stephens, one of the 
most talented and outrageous 
actors of his generation, has 
died a! the age of 64. 

His death comes just days af- 
ter the publication of an intimate, 
revelatory autobiography, and a 
collaboration with the Prince of 
Wiles on an audio cassette of 
Shakespearian speeches. 

In the Sixties, Sir Robert 
was one half of a seemingly glit- 
tering showbiz marriage to 
Dame Maggie Smith. The mar- 
riage ended acrimoniously fol- 
lowing Sir Robert's drinking and 
womanising, but the couple lat- 
er became friends again. 

Yesterday Dame Maggie 
said: “Robert was a colourful if 
complicated character and a 
very, very fine actor. Although 
he had been very ilL 1 was very 
saddened to hear from Patty of 
his death this morning.” 


Sir Robert, like Dame Mag- 
gie, was one of the stars of Lau- 
rence Olivier's National Theatre 
company in the Sixties. Some crit- 
ics hailed him as a successor to 
Olivier. 

Alter this. Sir Robert's career 
went into the doldrums and he 
suffered from health problems. 
But at the start of the Nineties 
he was invited to act by the 
RSC's artistic director, Adrian 
Noble, who as a child had seen 
him in TheRoyalHura of the Sun 
in the Sixties. Under Noble’s di- 
rection, Sir Robert played fill- 
staff and King Lear and won 
awards, massive critical praise 
and, last year, a knighthood. 

Tb the surprise of many and 
the alarm of some, be published 
an autobiography this month 
which revealed a series of love 
affairs with well-known people, 
including Lady Antonia Fraser. 

Sir Robert, who died on 
Monday night at the Royal 
Free Hospital in London, had 


undergone a liver and kidney 
transplant His wife, the actress 
Patricia Quinn, and his actor 
sons, Toby and Christopher, by 
former wife Maggie Smith, were 
at his bedside when he died. 

Adrian Noble said yester- 
day: “A great light has gone ouL 
When Robert was on form he 
burned brighter than almost any 
other actor I knew. His extra- 
ordinary vocal and physical en- 
ergy belied his weak frame and 
a body wracked by illness and 
abuse." 

Sir Peter Hall who directed Sir 
Robert at the National Theatre, 
said: “I truly admired him. 
Robert Stephens was one of the 
great actors of his generation and 
yet his greatness was almost un- 
declared until very recently when 
he amazed and" delighted us 
with Falstaff and King Lear. 

“Thealre people will always be 
reminded that great talent is of- 
ten a curse as well as a blessing.” 
Obituary, page 18 
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we hope yen'll nerer actually see. 

The new Mercedes E-class Is, on 
the other hand, something we hope 
you do see atthe earliest opportunity. 

For more information, caD us 
on 0181-518 9088. 
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&e usefulness of all . 
^dtriss is something 


The new Mercedes E-dass. 
Engineering seen with fresh eyes. 
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news 


Poverty survey: Charities say lack of proper nutrition among pregnant women on benefits linked to higher illness jn eh' 

Mothers’ poor eating 
puts babies at risk 


GLENDA COOPER 

A healthy balanced diel is off 
the menu for the majority of 
pregnant women living on ben- 
efits - putting their unborn ba- 
bies' health at risk, according to 
a new report 

The study, by NCH Action 
for Children and the Materni- 
ty Alliance, says the cost of an 
adequate diet is ■‘virtually im- 
possible” for many women to 
afford, especially raolhers-u>be 
aged 16 and 17 who are not 
eligible for full benefits. 

The report Poor ExpectMions 
- Poverty and Undernourish- 
ment m Pregnancy, also re- 
vealed that 33 per cent of 
pregnant women on income 
support were falling below “se- 
riously deficient" levels in es- 
sential nutrients. 

Poor nutrition in pregnancy 


is linked to low birthweight 
(under 2500g or 51b Soz) which 
is the single most important 
cause of infant mortality. 

Meanwhile, a second study 
published today shows that se- 
vere vitamin deficiency is 
putting homeless people at risk 
of scurvy and other diseases. 

A survey of 400 by the char- 
ity Crisis found that they were 
only receiving one- fifth of the 
recommended intake of vitamin 
A and less than two-thirds of the 
daily dose of vitamin C. 

The NCH survey of 120 
women estimated that the av- 
erage cost of eating a realistic 
and nutritious diet of the kind 
recommended during preg- 
nancy was £18.12 a week - al- 
most half the income of a single 
24-year-old on benefits and 65 
per cent of the income of a sin- 
gle woman aged 16 to 17. 


Nearly all those surveyed 
were eating a poor diet and 76 
per cent regularly missed meals. 
A survey of their diet during the 
previous 24 hours showed that 
43 per cent had eaten no veg- 
etables apart from potatoes 
and 75 per cent had had no fruit 
At the same time nearly 80 per 
cent had consumed sugar-rich 
foods or drinks and nearly 90 
per cent had eaten fatty snacks. 

Low birthweight babies ore 
more likely to fall ill and to suf- 
fer from disabilities such as 
cerebral palsy, blindness or 
deafness. Poor language de- 
velopment. low IQ and behav- 
ioural problems have all been 
linked to low birthweight. 

Seven per cent of babies 
bom in the UK still have a low 
birthweight compared with 4 
per cent in most EU nations. 

In a Scottish study, one in 


four low birthweight babies suf- 
fered disability. Thirty per cent 
of very low birthweight babies 
(L75Qg) did not survive past five 
years old, while 16 per cent of 
the remainder had cerebral 
palsy or blindness. 

Tom White, chief executive of 
NCH Action for Children, said: 
“The difficulties faced by preg- 
nant women in eating a healthy 
balanced diet aren't the result 
of a lack of knowledge but of 
poor material circumstances 
and low incomes.” 

The charities are calling on 
the DSS to introduce a premi- 
um to be paid from the time 
pregnancy is confirmed to en- 
sure nutritional requirements of 
can be met. 

□ Poor Expectations, Poverty 
and Undernourishment in Preg- 
nane}', NCH Action, 85 Highbury 
Park, London N5 1 UD. £5. 



Tight budget: Marie Vincent at a press 


conference to launch the NCH's report yesterday Photograph: Edward &*es 
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Stuff. All the stuff you can imagine. Loud, colourful, fast-moving, enjoyable stuff. Stuff 
for adults. Stuff for kids. Stuff for dogs: 


Fun stuff. 


Adults will love Jump Start Kindergarten and Magic Theatre. Kids will adore Sport 
Illustrated and Undersea Adventure... or was that the other way round? 


Multimedia stuff. 


Watch spacecraft 200 m smoothly past you in 64-bit graphics.' Then shoot them 
and hear them explode with MWave's superb surround sound. 

Simple stuff. 

Aptiva is designed to be out of the box and running in around five minutes. 

Business stuff. 

Full power business software including advanced Internet, fax and telephony 
features with MWave. So Mum and Dad can bring their work home [if you let them]. 

Helpful stuff. 

Got a question at 4am? No problem. Ring our HelpWare staff 24-hours a day. 
365 days a year. 

Aptiva is available starting at 

around £1,799 (uiC.VAT ). 1 ’OK. maybe not stuff for dogs 

Aptiva. It’s whatever you want. 

See an Aptiva now and get a comprehensive demonstration at your local 
Toys^fT’ Us Store or call IBM on 0345 727272 for more information. 



'TOYS * US 


'Photograph Shows a multimedia model Muliimedia is not available on all models. Only one model is slocked at £1.799 (inc. VAT)- 
See your retailer for details. Retailer prices may vary. IBM Home Page: http://www. tbm.com 


Chip-plan diet 
satisfies hunger 
on the breadline 


“Chips with eraything. They fill 
you up.” is the way Marie Vin- 
cent's sums up her diet and that 
of her three voung children, 
writes Glenda Cooper. 

Managing on a budget of just 
over £100 a week (£78 income 
Support and £27 Family Al- 
lowance) for herself, Nicky, 
seven, Paul three, and Roxanne, 
one. is difficult, she admits. 
And with bills coming in that 
have to be paid, food is the first 
necessity to suffer. 

Marie. 22. could not afford to 
eat healthily in her three preg- 
nancies and regularly missed 
meals to keep her other children 
fed. Although all her children 
were average birthweight, her 
son Paul is now experiencing de- 
velopmental difficulties which 
she attributes to their poor 
diet 

This is not because she knows 
nothing about nutrition: "Of 
course I'd like to give them sal- 
ads and things like that, things 
they should" be eating, fruit 
every day, but you just can’t af- 
ford it on the benefits they 
give you." she said. ” You 've got 
to pay the electric and the gas 
and I put away some money in 
phone stamps every week. Then 
what’s left goes on food.” 

A normal menu for the Vin- 
cent family would begin by ei- 
ther skipping breakfast or 
having a bit of toast. Nicky and 
Paul have their lunch at school 
and playgroup, and Marie 
would have some soup. Then for 


tea “chips and a sausage or chips 
and fish fingers - basically chips 
and something-'’ 

Apart from worrying about 
the children's diet. Marie's own 
eating habits were even less 
heallhv when she was preg- 
nant. She began by skipping 
meals when money was snort: 
“The kids would always come 
first you see. I couldn't take food 
from them.” 

“When I cook for them. it pul 
me off, which made it easier. Af- 
ter standing there cooking chips 
and things like that, you don’t 
feel like eating that yourself.” 

“I probably had a healthier 
diet during my first pregnancy 
but once f had other children 
to feed, my health came second 
and ! would miss meals or eat 
toast or drink lots of tea to si 
my hunger. I'd love to eat fres 
fruit and vegetables bul a bag 
of crisps is more filling and 
much cheaper.” 

Relieved that her children 
were eventually born with av- 
erage birthweight. she is still 
concerned about the future, 
particularly asPauI is develop- 
ing more slowly than other chil- 
dren: “I still worry that I’m 
setting up [the chfidren] forbad 
health in later life bv not being 
able to provide them with the 
healthy food they should be eat- 
ing while they are growing and 
developing. But what can I 
do?” 


ADVERTISEMENT 


INFORMATION EXPOSES HUGE 
INTERNATIONAL RING 

YARD QUESTIONS 
MARQUIS ABOUT 
INVOLVEMENT 
IN ALMERA HEIST 


The Marquis De Brieve, 
one of Europe's foremost 
art collectors , has been 
brought in for questioning 
over the multimillion 
pound off shore Almera 
heist in which 5,594 new 
Nissans went missing. 

The Marquis is also 
being interrogated about 
his involvement in the 
spate of Almera disappear- 
ances that have taken 
place throughout Britain 
over the last two weeks. A 
spokesman for Scotland 
Yard told reporters that 
the Marquis was being 

much more co-operative’ 
than Lord Wordingharo 
who police arrested two 
days ago. 

The Marquis is thought 
to have revealed the 
presence of a huge inter- 
national ring of Almera 
abductors recruited by 
the notorious Mr. Big, the 


mastermind behind .the 
operation. Police released 
an artist’s impression of 
Mr. Big last week and are 
certain that the Marquis 
knows of his whereabouts 
and true identity. 

Meanwhile police are 
advising all new owners to 
remain vigilant. ‘Although 
Nissan's highly acclaimed 
And Theft System makes 
the Almera . almost 
impossible to steal* there 
have been several cases 
where the abductors- 

posed as parking officials 
and simply towed the 
cars away.’ 

Nissan have assured 
potential purchasers .that 
new Almeras are avail- - 
able from a secret location 
mider high security 

guard. Any member of the 
public wishing for more 
information should call 
0345 66 99 66. 
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international 


Con 'nionwealth meeting: Angry Nigeria insists it is loyal to the democratic principles of Harare declaration 

Summit 

sends tough 

message to 

‘bad boys’ 


STEVE CRAWSHAW 
Auckland 

^lth 0 ^‘’f ler Common- 
wea an summit m Auckland 

“*Um«dn3gfft 

cent years - ended yesterday 
JJJ5 ^ Commonwealth 

J^ders that the decisions taken 

would prove to be historic” 
The result was both a Judge 

and a ejeat leap forward. On the 
half-fid] versus half-empty prin- 


Envoys recalled 


N'geria yesterday recalled its 
env ?y s from abroad, retaliat- 
ing for similar action taken by 
several countries in protest at 
tne hangings of nine minority 
ngnte activists, Reuter reports. 

_South Africa meanwhile 
vwtndrew an invitation to Nij£- 
nato take part ffi a four-nation 
African soccer tournament 
next week and the ruling 
African National Congress 
called an urgent meeting with 
its trade union and political al- 
lies for today to discuss ac- 
tion against Nigeria. 

In Hamburg protesters 
erected allows outside Shell 
oil’s German headquarters 
and accused it of sharing 
blame for the executions. 


ciple, optimists and pessimists 
could plausibly interpret the 
outcome in opposite ways. 

The final comrnuniqud in- 
corporates the statement 
suspending Nigeria, with threat- 
ened expulsion if it does not 
mend its ways within two years. 
It also incorporates the Mill- 
brook Programme, agreed at 
the weekend, which establish- 
es a framework for ensuring that 
member states conform to cer- 
tain basic norms. The pro- 
gramme sets out options for 
helping, persuading and pun- 
ishing countries that fan to 
meet the required standards. 

Ah of which is more dramat- 
ic than anything the Common- 
wealth has achieved before. It 
was the execution of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa in Nigeria that shocked the 
leaders out of their half-corn- 
placency. Suddenly, action 
seemed essential as never before. 

Yet the action against Nige- 
ria is far less than Nigerian hu- 
man rights activists and others 
would like to see. They are call- 
ing for sanctions or an oil em- 
bargo, as a punishment for the 
banging last week of Saro-Wiwa 
and eijpit others on apparently 
trumped-up charges of murder, 
and for other abuses of human 
rights. An oQ embargo would hit 
Nigeria immediately, and hard 



Defiant voice: Nigeria's Foreign Minister Tom Ikimi (right) and his advisers at a turbulent press conference In Auckland yesterday 


- but would also affect the 
commercial interests of those 
imposing the embargo. 

None the less, Nigeria's re- 
action to the suspension is sig- 
nificant in terms of assessing the 
effectiveness of the Common- 
wealth action. The Nigerian 
Foreign Minister, Chief Tom 
Ikimi, complained that the sus- 
pension was based on unsub- 
stantiated media reports about 
the executions (implying the ex- 
traordinary possibility that Saro- 
Wiwa and the others might still 
be alive). Above all, be insisted 
that the “flexible and pragmat- 
ic character of the 


wealth relationship has been 
gravely and ominously altered". 

Mr fldmi insisted that the 
Nigerian military regime is loyal 
to the Harare declaration of 
1991 which emphasised the im- 
portance of democracy and hu- 
man rights. But. he added: “In 
our view they [the Harare prin- 
ciples] were not meant to be- 
come legalistic provisions, 
giving unlimited mandate for in- 
terference in the internal affairs 
of Commonwealth countries." 

His angry complaints sug- 
gested that Nigeria may be 
rattled by the almost unanimous 
response to Nigeria's defiance 


of the Commonwealth (the 
only dissenting vote was from 
Gambia, which itself has a mil- 
itary regime). 

He appeared to criticise 
South Africa and its neigh- 
bours and to draw a line be- 
tween the interests of southern 
Africa and the rest of the con- 
tinent. President Nelson Man- 
dela has been sharply critical of 
Nigeria and played a leading 
role in its suspension. He, John 
Major, and the New Zealand 
Prime Minister. Jim Bolger, 
sat together on the flight to the 
weekend retreat, and in effect 
stitched up a deal for the pro- 


posed suspension of Nigeria 
during the flight. 

In one respect at least. Mr Dd- 
mi scared a hit with yesterday's 
declaration. With reference to 
proposals to send an eminent 
persons’ group to Nigeria, he 
suggested that, “for the integrity 
and credibility of such a group", 
its members should be drawn 
from countries where there are 
no political prisoners, where 
opposition leaders are not in jail 
and where press freedom is un- 
fettered. As Mr Ikimi weD knew, 
many of the other 52 members 
of the Commonwealth would 
not meet these criteria. 


The most important feature 
of the Millbrook declaration is 
the signal it sends: at least in the- 
ory, bad-boy behaviour will no 
longer be permitted. Officials 
were optimistic yesterday that 
abusers of democracy. including 
Gambia and Sierra Leone, 
would get the message: “You’ll 
see them at the next . . . meeting 
with democratic governments." 

It was confirmed yesterday 
that a standing action group will 
be formed to deal with “serious 
or persistent violations" of the 
Harare principles. 

News analysis, page 15 
Comment, page 17 


Chinese whispers get a stormy broadcast in Hong Kong 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

Chief Justice Sir Ti Liang Yang 
thought his secret was safe 
when he told a senior Chinese 
official that the Bill of Rights, 
the centrepiece of the govern- 
ment' s civil rights programme, 
undermined the legal system. 
However, the official decided to 
go public on what he heard. 
Like many in the colonial ad- 


ministration, Sir T5 Liang has 
been doing his best to get to 
know the new masters. He has 
been so successful that many be- 
lieve he has emerged as a lead- 
ing contender for Chief 
Executive of the Hong Kong 
government when China re- 
sumes sovereignty in 1997. 

However, the studiously non- 
controversial Chief Justice ap- 
pears to have underestimated 
just how difficult it is to ride two 


horses. The Chinese horse is 
quite prepared to trot along un- 
til h hits an obstade; then it does 
what needs to done to get 
round it even if this means 
throwing the rider. 

Sir Ti Liang was thrown by 
Zhang Jimsheng, the ever-smil- 
ing chief spokesman and vice- 
director of the New China News 
Agency in Hong Kong, which 
serves as Peking’s de facto em- 
bassy. Mr Zhang is also spear- 


heading the drive to get the Bill 
of Rights watered down. 

Local opposition to watering 
down the Bill is strong and when 
the Chief Justice gave the small- 
est hint of criticism of China’s 
position, saying that maybe the 
new government could make a 
decision on the Bill, rather 
than rushing into hasty action, 
Mr Zhang showed no com- 
punction in disclosing a con- 
versation with Sir Ti Liang. 


The Chief Justice said if he 
had known his views “would be 
unveiled in public, I would have 
chosen my words more carefully 
and done some research before 
making them”. 

He did not, however, deny 
making the remarks and con- 
fined any reservations he had 
about criticising the policies of 
his current bosses by saying: “in 
future, HI not talk too much, 
even to my friends". 


Yesterday the Chief Justice 
went to a meeting with Mrs An- 
son Chan, the Chief Secretary, 
which she described as a routine 
discussion. He then promised to 
put down on paper his views 
about the BQl of Rights. 

The Governor, Chris Pat- 
ten, has decided to say nothing. 
The feeling in government cir- 
cles is that Sir Ti Liang has dug 
himself in a hole and that he will 
have to extricate himself. 


Meanwhile, another High 
Court judge, Benjamin Liu, 
told the Peking-controlled Hi’n 
Wei Po newspaper that China 
was only being practical in 
wanting to curb the Bill of 
Rights. Other civil servants may 
well join Sir Ti Liang in telling 
Chinese officials about misgiv- 
ings over aspects of policy which 
China does not like. However, 
they do not expect these views 
to reach the public domain. 


IX BRIEF 


Air crash kills 50 

Lagos — A Nigeria Airways 
Boeing 737, with 120 people 
aboard, crashed on landing and 
bum into flames at Kadima air- 
port in northern Nigeria, killing 
at least 50 people and injuring 
44, a Federal Civil Aviation Au- 
thority official said. One Briton 
is believed to be among ibe in- 
jured. Reuter 

Kohl hits at China 

Peking — German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl slapped China on 
the wrist by handing Premier Li 
Peng a list of 15 Chinese polit- 
ical prisoners, even as Ger- 
man firms signed deals worth 
flbn. German officials declined 
to say if Mr Kohl demanded the 
release of the prisoners or what 
was Mr Li’s reaction Reuter 

Father’s plea 

Strasbourg — Jean-Louls Chif- 
fot, the father of one of two 
French airmen shot down over 
Bosnia two months ago, 
launched an anguished appeal 
to Nato leaders to seek news of 
the misting men in a letter pub- 
lished by the French daily I'Est 
RepubUcoin. Reuter 

Double award 

Paris — The Russian-born 
writer Andrei Makine won the 
Goncouit prize in an unprece- 
dented double award. Mr 
Makine, 37, had received the 
Medicis prize for his autobio- 
graphical novel Lc Testament 
Francois, about a boy sharing 
French and Russian cultures. It 
was the first time the the 
Goncourt jury had given the 
prize to a previously rewarded 
work. Reuter. 

Naked ambition 

Athens — Dimitra Liani-Pa- 
pandreou, 40. Greece’s con- 
troversial “First Lady", strode 
confidently into a meeting of the 
r uling Socialists in the Athens 
parliament despite publication 
of a new naked picture and 
harsh comments about her po- 
litical ambitions. She makes a 
point of on accompanying her 
husband. Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou. 76, 
everywhere. Reuter 

Basque protest 

Paris — Eighty-one people 
went on trial in Paris suspect- 
ed of collaborating with Basque 
ETA separatists as about 30 
people demonstrated outside 
the court. The protesters, who 
say the accused were providing 
legal asylum and accuse France 
of staging a political trial, chant- 
ed slogans under a banner say- 
ing, “No to 


solidarity’'. 


the trial against 
Reuter 
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Can you spare just 7 minutes a day 
to have a flat, firm, sexy stomach? 


the answer is yes, l have 
londerful news about my 
iew Video that can give you 
:ind of flat stomach that will 

« envy of everyone. 

name is Jill Knipp. I tun a 
jfjed Personal Trainer and I 
developed a new Stomach 
ening Video containing 7 
>le stomach exerrises that 
7 minutes to complete. Yes, 
7 minutes - about the time it 
5 to make breakfast ortafce a 

/er. 

,mise you that if you devote 

7 minutes a day to these 
i!e exercises you can have a 
firm, attractive midsection 
r than you ever dreamed 
ible. 

bv this belly-flattening 

video works in 
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It’s like having your own 
personal trainer come to 
your home 

With nay new Video, it’s like hav- 
ing your own personal trainer 
come to your home everyday. 
You simply slide my Video into 
your VCR and I will show you 
exactly bow to do the 7 abdomi- 
nal exercises. I will personally 
guide you through die program- 
me. You can see for yourself how- 
to do each exercise -so you will 
be sure that you are doing them 
properly and getting the maxi- 
mum stomach-dimming benefits. 
These abdominal exercises are so 
effective in getting rid of a pot 
belly am) slimming your roidsec- 
tion that doing more than die 7 
minutes of exercises would prob- 
ably be a waste of time. The 7 
simple exercises in the Video are 
all you need to have the firm, 
tight, sexy stomach that everyone 
wants but few are able to achieve. 

If yon were to hire yonrown per- 
sona] trainer it would cost you 
hundreds if not thousands of 
pounds - and the results would 
not equal the results you can 
expect to atirfeve with my Video- 
That’s because not all trainers 
know about the incredible results 
that can be abtained from my sim- 
ple 7 minute abdominal workout. 
And my abdominal exercise 
Video has many other advan- 
tages. For example, yon will 


know for sure that you are doing 
each exercise property. And you 
will know for sure that you are 
devoting the proper time to each 
exercise. And most important I 
will be right there guiding and 
encouraging you all the way. I 
promise 1 will flanen your pot 
belly and slim your midsection 
so quickly and easily that you 
won 'r believe your eyes. A firm, 
flat stomach makes you look and 
feel better. Your posture often 
improves and nagging back 
problems often disappear. 

Free Bonus 

My Vidro is oifly£l 9.95 (plus£3 
postage and handling) and it’s 
worth every penny and more. 

But there’s more! As a FREE 

©l»5C*ii«a Sqm. Land* 5W1VIPU 

*\o: Jffl Knipp, Caraefl pic, Dept SFV3, Afresford, 
trcCoWietier, Essex C07 SAP or telephone oin- 24 
order^ooQ12^825600(quotn^r^ference/to,SFV3). 

Please rurit me Ibe 7-mimHB swoudi-fianening VHfco-price£t955pfta 
£1 postage and handling. Don’t faga to KxJnknt£EifeB<a»id(5iShapuig 
pmowi^aMl^g-SlupfflgprogjannrelandeTaaidthailraasibeconipla^ 
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BONUS I will include my 7 
Minute Buttock Shaping video 
programme. This programme is 
designed to give your buttocks 
that shapely, firm-as-steei look. 
Shapely buttocks can be the sex- 
iest part of a person’s body. But 
there's even morel l will also in- 
clude my 7 Minute Leg-Shaping 
video programme. This prog- 
ramme shows you simple exer- 
cises that will trim, tone and 
form your legs - both your thighs 
and calves. This whole package 
normally sells for £39.95. Bat if 
you order now you get all three 
programmes on one convenient 
video for my one low price. 

My video must work 
- or you pay nothing 

I am so sure thar you will be 
pleased with my Video, I have 
absolutely no reservations about 
offering you a mwiuestioos-asked 
money-back guarantee good for a 
full 60 days after you receive the 
Video. If you are not 100 per cent 
happy with the Video simply 
return it for a refund. Please place 
your order now. To order, simply 
fill our the coupon below and return 
it to my publisher. Camel! pic - 
your Video wiU be rushed to you. 
Remember you get the 7 Minuie 

Stomacb-Flan£ning p ro g r am me 

plus tite Buttocks and Leg 
Shaping programmes as a free 
bonus. Order today - now, while 
you are thinking about it 
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Do pension companies gel away with ever-charging? 


A recent Money Management magazine survey exposed 
a number of pension providers whose charges exceed 30 
per cent of their customers’ premiums. What might be 
called ‘over-charging' does appear to be happening. Of 
course, there's no such thing as a free pension. Setting 
up the plan requires administration, and the fund must 
then be carefully managed for up to 25 years or more - 
this costs money. The question you have to ask yourself 


is: are these costs unreasonably high? Midland has 
recently been selected by the same Money 
Management survey as among Britain's lowEst-cost 
pension providers. We have a policy of clearly 
explaining to every customer how much and when you 
will be charged, and what costs these charges 
cover. To arrange an appointment with a Midland 
Financial Planning Manager, cal! us on 0800 65 65 65. 
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Assassination inquiry: How secret service failed to follow up information on plot to kill Rabin 


Shin Bet fights to save its skin 


MI 




PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 


"Look at that cool iiuie 
Yemenite: small but a bastard. 
He plans to shoot Rabin.’* 

Shjomo Halevy, a 25-yttar-old 
student and array reservist, 
claimed that he heard this frag' 
meat of conversation in a lava- 
tory in the washroom oflci Aviv 
Central Bus Station just after 
midnight on 25 June this year. 

Mr Halevy heard a second 
man, not realising he was being 
overheard, ask u the Yemeni 
had obtained a pistol. He was 
told by fus companion that he 
had the gun and had also been 
twice to (he synagogue to con- 
fess. The two men then dis- 
cussed the likelihood of the 
assassination being successful. 

Later the same day Mr 
Halevy, who was working as a 
reservist in the Central Com- 
mand of the Israeli army, told 
his commanding officer about 
a plan to murder the prime min- 
ister. He was then interrogated 
by the Jerusalem police, to 
whom he told the same story. 

His police interrogator not- 
ed that he was “a serious indi- 
vidual ... He is a student and 
intelligent.’’ He was only ques- 
tioned once and the police and 
the Shin Bet security service 
failed to find the small religious 
Israeli of Yemeni extraction 
who was planning to kill 
Yitzhak Rabin with a pistol. 

Imagine the horror in the 
Shin Bcl responsible for guard- 
ing Rabin, on the night of 4 No- 
vember when they realised that 
a person answering exactly to 
the description given by "Mr 
Halevy four months earlier had 
just killed the prime minister. 

Not only had the 20 Shin Bet 
guards let Yigal Amir fire his 
pistol 16 inches from Rabin's 
chest but the intelligence agency 
had failed to follow up the ac- 
curate information given to 
them about the assassination 
plot. 

Mr Halevy was immediately 


University law school. Mildly 
left-wing himself, Mr Halevy 
had a girlfriend who was an ac- 
tivist in a right-wing student 
group at Bar-IIan and it was she 
who told him about Mr Amir 
and his plans. 

He made up the story about 
hearing the information at the 
bus station- and concealed the 
name of Mr Amir - in order to 
protea her. 

All this information is known 
because the Shin Bet is des- 
perately trying to defend itself 
against accusations of gross 
negligence. 

At the end of last week the 
YedkxAlwanQt newspaper pub- 
lished a report that the Shin Bet 
had received a detailed warning 
ahead of the assassination but 
had chosen to ignore it. 

On Sunday morning the head 
of the organisation took the un- 
precedented derision to send a 
fax to Israeli army radio giving 
the Shin Bet’s version of events, 
including the original police 
report of its interrogation of Mr 
Halevy on 25 June. 

The aim is to show that the 
Shin Bet did not have the name 
of the potential assassin, but the 
explanation may not get them 
off the hook. 


Mr Halevy was interrogated 
only once. If he had reported a 
similar conversation among 
Palestinians in east Jerusalem 
bus station would the Shin Bet 
have shown so little interest? 
Shin Bet officials will find it dif- 
ficult to escape the suggestion 
that if they had asked a few 
more questions, Mr Halevy 
might have disgorged the iden- 
tity of the potential assassin. 

Like the FBI under J Edgar 
Hoover, the Shin Bet has always 
had a talent for self-promotion 
but over the last year it has been 
hit by a series of scandals. 

In April this year Abdel 
Samed Hrizat, a Hamas suspect 
from Hebron, was beaten to 
death when under interrogation 
by Shin Bet agents in his cell in 
Jerusalem. In another scandal 
an associate of Aiyeh Deri, Is- 
raeli political kingmaker and 
former interior minister, who is 


arrested and repealed that he 
knew about Mr Amir s plans but 


his explanation of how he knew 
about them changed drastical- 
ly. He had first got to know Mr 
Amir two years ago at Bar- II an 
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Showing the flag: Palestinian policemen being feted on arrival in Jenin after the Israelis left 


Photograph: AP 


on trial for corruption, said he 
knew all about police tannine, of 


knew- all about police tapping of 
his phone through friends in the 


Shin Bet. Former Shin Bet of- 
ficers were also heavily involved 
in the bugging of 200 media, 
business and political figures by 
an Israeli newspaper earlier 
this year. 


In Israel the shock of the as- 
sassination of Rabin overshad- 
owed the pnll-out of Israeli 
forces from the northern West 
Bank town of Jenin early yes- 
terday. After 28 years of occu- 



pation. Palestinians danced and 
shouted “God is Great" as the 
last 15 Israeli jeeps drove out of 
the military headquarters under 
PLO escort Hundreds of Pales- 
tinians, some firing guns and 
others on horseback, rushed in 
to replace them. 

It was the first transfer of a 
West Bank city since Rabin 
and Yasser ArafhL, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation chair- 


man, signed a deal in Wash- 
ington on 28 September to ex- 
pand Palestinian self-rule. 
Residents of Jenin, which has 
40,000 people, joined hands 
and danced in the courtyard of 
the military headquarters. 

About 550 Palestinian po- 
licemen arrived during the day 
from Jericho, the oaly town on 
the West Bank to get autono- 
my last year. 


the United States. The Na- 
tional Guard zs commanded by 
Crows Prince Abdullah bin 
Abdul Aziz, the next in line to 
King Fahd. 

With one blow the bombers 
dins struck at the organisation 
Charged with maintaining the 
royal family in power and also 
at its foreign supporters. Their 
action highlighted the semi- 
coven and vastly expensive op- 
erations which bind the Saudi 
system and its Western allies to- 
gether. The kingdom is the 
world’s leading oil producer and 
has spent an estimated $76bn 
(£49bn) oh arms since 1987. Its 
defence procurement policy is 
closely tied to British interests 
through tte contro v ersial £20bn 
ofl-for-anns Ai-Yamamah deal. 

The affiance between the 
royal family and the Wfest draws 
bitter criticism from radical 
Muslims in Saudi Arabia itself. 
It is also the object of repeated 
denunciation by Iraq and Iran, 
which both abhor the increased 
Western military presence in the 
area since the 1991 Gulf war. 


kingdom’s existing policies and 
motivated by a detestation of the 
West -to organise and cany out v ; 
a terrorist campaign. Many are 
the so-called “Afghanis", reli* 
gjousty-inspired young men vdro , 

went to fight Communism m . 
Afghanistan and received train- 
ing in arms and explosives from. 
the CIA and other Western in- 
telligence services. 

These talents are now avail - 
able to be harnessed to the ' 
moods of boredom, resentment 
and frustration which some 
young Saudis harbour towards 
the ruling tystem. In London, - 
a spokesman for the opposition 
Committee for the Defence of 
Legitimate Rights claimedyes- 
terday that “there are very well , 
trained young men who have ? 
weapons and they are not con: 
trotted by government security". 

ThepresencepftheCDLRk . 
London has drawn complaints 
from die Saudi government bat 
it has confined its activities to 


al family for corrupt and irreli- 
gious behaviour. r- ■ 
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MODEL 101. 
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memory 

♦ Large illuminated LCD 
display 

♦ 100 mins talk-time 

♦ 22 hrs standby-time 

♦ Complete with mains 
charger and 800 mAh 
battery 


There’s never been a better time 
to buy the top selling, award winning 
Nokia 101. This unbeatable package 
deal includes FREE accessories and 
FREE connection to the Vodafone 
LowCall Tariff. Up to £25 Cash Back 
on your airtime bills during the first 3 
months of 1996. Plus FREE line rental 
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Kr-» -T*-- :■>..» =r.^, 


CASH 

n - back 

■ 0 H your airtime bills . 

j Em aZZEig— 


NOKIA 

PACKAGE INCLUDES 


mm 

UNE RENTAL 
UNTIL 1996 

| j d 

IN-CAR BATTERY 


| j ;| q q 

LEATHER 
CARRYING CASE 


NO TARIFF INCREASE 
GUARANTEED 



I ZQp per min Q7p-f- VAT) 


V GU ™N TEED PEACE of mind 

tout phone is covered by 14 days money back 
guarantee. Please phone for details. 


ORDER NOW FOR FREE LINE RENTAL 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 

CREDIT CARD ORDERING HOTLINE WEEKDAYS n.-.„ Tn v VT UUO 

lU WEEKENDS SAW pc 


Offer subject to status and a standard airtime rnntraM tfte 


—w— i •mnun WWIR^ r A. ^ _ Via — 

rBSl^RichmondR^ S3 

,BQuest ® CaomeH Registered 29S5ZZ2. 
























NOVEMBER 1995 




.^j * ^ ■ — — ■ — — — 

* . ®“®twnala elections: Presidential candidates face a second round 

^ i 





g - imi^^ i _ i _ . i ■ ■■ w j-v 

international 

Clinton threatens to 
shut government 


Wart for ch ange: Voters queueing at San Andres Iztapa. Most of Guatemala’s Indians stayed at home, however 

Ex-dictator’s 
‘puppet’ has _ 

hope of power w niri 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

j Washington 

| President Bfli Qintcm yesterday 
raised the stakes further in the 
great budget war with Con- 
gress by vetoing a bill that 
wouJd have raised the US Trea- 
sury’s debt ce iling , and vowing 
the same fate for another- a re- 
jection that would virtually en- 
sure a partial government 
shutdown today. 

In a ChurchOIian speech to 
the centrist Democratic Lead- 
ership Council, the President 
I declared war on the Republican 
plan to balance the budget in 
seven years, promising to “fight 
it today, fight it tomorrow, figbt 
it next week and next month**. 
He supported a balanced bud- 
get, but not one “that robs the 
American Dream from mil- 
lions of Americans.'’ 

As be spoke, the Senate was 
winding up the debate on the 
second bill, permitting the gov- 
ernment to continue spending 
for a further month, despite 
Congress’s failure to send the 
President a budget for the 
1 995/96 fiscal year, which start- 
I ed last 1 October. Like the debt- 


ceiling measure, it has condi- 
tions Mr Clinton yesterday 
again deemed unacceptable. 

Assuming a veto, the gov- 
ernment's spending authority 
would run out at midnight last 
night, and this morning 800,000 
federal employees in non-es- 
sential parts of government 
would be sent home without 
pay. Air traffic control, the 
maD and the military would con- 
tinue. Federal museums and 
monuments would dose, as 
would offices for first-time pass- 
ports, social security and vet- 
erans' benefits applicants. 

A partial government shut- 
down is almost routine. Feud- 
ing over the budget has Jed to 
nine brief dosures since 1980. 
most recently in 1990. when 
George Bush bad to break his 
“no new taxes” pledge, possibly 
costing himself re-election two 
years later in the process. 

This time, the rhetoric is 
even more heated and the po- 
litical stakes, arguably, even 
higher. Al one level, the pos- 
turing is a game of bhiff, whose 
object is to push the blame on 
to the other side, ahead of a set- 
tlement that sooner or later 


must come. But great ambitions 
and careers, even the 1996 
presidential contest, could de- 
pend upon the outcome. 

R)r Mr Clinton, the con- 
frontation is a last opportunity 
to depict himself as a man who 
can stand up to pressure, a lone 
voice of reason holding back 
Newt Gingrich, the Speaker, 
and his ruthless Republicans, 
bent on taking from the poor 
to line the pockets of the rich. 

Hence the President’s im- 
pending veto of the temporary 
spending bill, on the grounds 
that the Republicans have at- 
tached to it increases in premi- 
ums on Medicare, the federal 
health scheme for the elderly. 

The Republicans’ goal is to 
show that they mean to balance 
the budget and keep the 
promise that helped them win 
control of Congress in 1994. In 
dispute are two different visions 
of government's role, an argu- 
ment that will underlie next 
year’s presidential campaign. 
Right now. H is an argument Mr 
Clinton is winnin g in the opin- 
ion polls, even if the result in the 
country may be a new surge of 
contempt for politicians. 


Meanwhile. Robert Rubin, 
the Treasury Secretary, an- 
nounced moves to prevent a de- 
fault that might otherwise have 
come as early as tomorrow or 
Thursday, when $3 02bn 

(£65bn) of scheduled debt in- 
terest and principal payment 
would have sent the government 
through its current $4.9 trillion 
debt ceiling. 

Instead, Mr Rubin plans to 
find the mouey by borrowing 
from two government-run pen- 
sion funds to meet the govern- 
ment’s obligations to its 
creditors. In this way. econo- 
mists say he could stave off de- 
fault for weeks, or even months. 
That realisation sent bonds and 
the dollar higher, but shares fell 
on the mounting political un- 
certainty. 

Later this week, a third pres- 
idential veto is all but certain 
when Congress sends Mr 
Clinton the omnibus “recon- 
ciliation” bill containing the 
blueprint of a balanced budget 
by 2001 

This includes $270bn of cuts 
in Medicare, deep cuts in wel- 
fare, offset by income and cap- 
ital gains tax cuts worth $245bn. 


PHIL DAVISON 

Guatemala City 

Guatemala may have to hold a 
nin-off presidential election on 
< January despite Sunday’s 
clear-cut ' victory by Alvaro 
Arzu, a 49-year-oid travel agent 
and conservative former foreign 
minister. 

Mr Areu. candidate of the 
National Advancement party 
t PAN), was far ahead of Alfonso 
Portillo of the Guatemalan Re- 
publican Front (FRG), the 
party run by the former military 
dictator General Efrain Rios 
Montt. But the winner was 
likely to tall short of the SO per 



Arzu: ’He’s a preacher who 
has hasn’t been converted,’ 
said one voter 

cent necessary to avoid a two- 
man run-off in January. 

.As supporters of the 1 7 elim- 
inat'd candidates shift alle- 
, nance. Mr Portillo, considered 
something of a puppet of Gen- 
eral Rios Mono, could move 
ahead leaving the former 
-scorched earth" dictator as 
the power behind the throne. 

The oewfv-tonned social de- 
mocratic New Guatemala De- 
mocrat Front, with a sohd 
Mavan Indian ha^.wasadis- 
iani third in Sunda y s vote. It 

NEWBURY 
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was the first time the Left had 
participated in elections since 
the return to democracy in 
1985. 

But as always in Guatemala’s 
recent democratic history, most 
of the country's Indians - 60 per 
cent of the population - stayed 
home and die overall turn-out 
looked like being below 50 per 
cent. 

Many Guatemalans who ab- 
stained recalled what had hap- I 
pened to the last man they 
elected. Jorge Serrano, elected 
in 1990, dissolved Congress in 
1993 and tried unsuccessfully to 
seize dictatorial powers. Ramiro 
de Leon Carpio, then the coun- 
try's human rights ombudsman, 
was named by Congress to fin- 
ish the presidential term. 

Individual issues were barely 
a factor. For illiterate Indians, 
the vote came down to person- 
alities, all of whom largely 
promised the same - an end to 
impunity for criminals, an end 
to discrimination against Indi- 
ans, peace with the guerrillas 
and righting the inequality be- 
tween the wealthy hdino 
(while) elite and the 80 per cent 
who live below the poverty line. 

All parties used simple sym- 
bols on tbeir ballot slips. One 
candidate, a wealthy landowner 
known as “the man in the hat”, 
used a symbol of a sombrero. 
Another used a rubbish lorry, 
symbol of how he planned to 
dean up the streets. Even many 
illiterate people could recognise 
the acronym PAN as the most 
important word in their vocab- 
ulary - “bread*’. 

“It's all a show. Nothing will 
change under Arzu," Juan 
Hernandez, a 43-year-old 
Kakchiquel Indian, to/d me in 
the town of Chimaltenango. 
“He’s a preacher who hasn’t 
been converted. Los poderosos 
[the powerful ones] only like us 
during campaign time, then 
they ignore us again. They say 
we In dians do not have the 
preparation to govern but they 
won’t let us govern. IPs just like 
South Africa." 


Heart Oft* 
17 Barfhotomw Street 
Neetmy A6145LY 
Tetoptone: 01 635-43878 
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Fiesta 13 
LX 5 door' 

Escort 18 
TD 5 door Ghia 

Mondeo 2.0i 
LX 5 door 1 

Mileage 

24.000 mpa 

24,000 mpa 

24.000 mpa 

Recommended Retail Price :JI 

£8.82 5 

£14.065 

£13,185 

Estimated On-The-Road Price 1 ' 1 

£9.430 

£14.670 

£13.790 

Deposit (*) 

10* 

10* 

10* 

Deposit (£) 

£943 

£1.467 

£1,379 

Balance 

£8,487 

£13.203 

£12,411 

Total Charges for Ciedil 

£1.985.9? 

£3,058.64 

£2,876.32 

Total Credit Price 

£11,415.92 

£17.728.64 

£16.666.32 

Term (months) 

25 

25 

25 

Humber of Monthly Payments 

?4 

24 

24 

Monthly Payments 

£283.33 

£44086 

£414.93 

Optional Final Payment to Purchase 1 *' 

£3.518 

£5,626 

£5.274 

APR 

16 n. 

16 5* 

16 5* 

REPAYMENT FROM FORD' 

£849.99 

£1322.58 

£1244.79 


It certainly seems like it. Drive away a new 
Fiesta LX, Mondeo LX or Escort Ghia, Si or LX model 
on Options between now and November 30th, and 
Ford will pay you a sum equal to three monthly 
payments.* 

For more information, contact your Ford Dealer 
or call 0800 111 222. 

And start believing in Santa Claus. 
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Paris snub deepens Nato leadership crisis 


SARAH HELM 

Bonn 

CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


Nato's desperate search for a 
new secretary-general was look- 
ing even more frantic yesterday 
as the alliance plans for its 
biggest military operation yet, 
the peace-iroptementation force 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

France snubbed the only cur- 
rent declared candidate, the for- 
mer Danish foreign minister. 


Uffe Ellemann- Jensen, in a 

tempi 6 wh^thei^and^ Ger- 
xnany put new pressure on 
Douglas Hurd, the former for- 
eign secretary, to enter the 
ring. The French yesterday 
banned reporters from covering 
the Danish candidate's meeting 
with the French Foreign Min- 
ister, Herve de Charette, at the 
Quad tTOisay. “Vfe have never 
even spoken about Mr Elle- 
mann- Jensen's candidacy,” said 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman. 


Last week President Chirac's 
spokeswoman, Catherine Col- 
cmna, used a smflariy dismissive 
turn of phrase. “WC have no def- 
inite opinion of him," die said. 

Mr EUemann-Xensen does 
not live up to one the three 
French criteria for a new sec- 
retary-general: he does not 
speak French. The other two are 
that the candidate should sup- 
port Nato enlargement and 
closer integration of Nato with 
the European Union through 
the Western European Union 


Ranee would have 
former Dutch prime 
minister, Rzmd Lubbers, but the 
US vetoed his candidacy last 
week. That decision had more 
to do with offence at the ef- 
frontery of the European fail- 
ure to consult them sufficiently 
than with die qualify of Mr Lub- 
bers as a candidate. 

Warren Christopher, the US 
Secretary of State, is nnderstood 
to have obtained backing from 
Helmut Kohl, the German 
Chancellor, for a Hard bid. 


However, the allies have not ob- 
tained the backing . of the 
prospective candidate himself, 
who remains adamant that he 
is not interested in the Nato job. 

Washington has already tried 
to get Mr Hurd to change his 
mind but close advisers of the 
former foreign secretary said 
yesterday that he stiD bad no in- 
tendon of doing so. 

The crisis following the res- 
ignation of the Belgfen seexe-. 

.over 
1 is the most 


rn the margins of the WEU 
ministerial meeting in Madrid 
which began yesterday. 

Britain’s Secretary of State 
for Defence, Michael PbrtiHo, 
attended a meeting erf the lu- 
nation Wsst European Arma- 
ments Group. "The mai n WEU 
meeting, between the foreign 
ministers of the 10 foil WEU 
members, phis eight observers 
' and associate members, takes 
place today. This afternoon 
they will be joined by ministers 


from the nine “associate part- 
ners'’ from Eastern Europe. 


Britain takes over the presi- 
dency of the WEU at the end 

ofthe year. The main topics are 
Britain's presidency a nd fo e 
treatment erf defence issues at 
next year’s EU Inter-Govern- 
mental Conference; 

Britain continues to press 

for the WEU to be the mam fo- 
rum for European defence co- 
operation in the field of <rosas 
management, humanitaifenaw 


ana ©»**« 

to stress.. this tbroug^ 
presidency. Any row* ;**§£-*. 
military problerfL'K ukray iO 
bring in the ..ncm-TEuT*w*B» 
me mbers of Nato ^-the' 
Canada. 



r ei n fo rced^ 
an autonomous yi 
HU sritiefr j 

ta^fofftesbfi-.-.... 

But any ieast^tton.-gf 
WEtTs defence- fanc&pttvl 
the EU isstxoagty pppowC^. 


Croats indicted 
for war crimes 


The Hague (AP) — The Yu- 
goslav war crimes tribunal 
yesterday announced the in- 
dictment of six Bosnian Croat 
leaders accused of wiping out a 
Muslim community in central 
Bosnia. However, UN officials 
in Sarajevo said they will con- 
tinue (o co-operate with those 
indicted. 

The crimes the six are ac- 
cused of were carried out on 
"such a wide scale and wide- 
spread basis, and implemented 
in such a systematic fashion that 
they have effectively destroyed 
or removed almost the entire 
Muslim civilian population in 
the Lasva Valley" in central 
Bosnia between May 1992 and 
May 1993, according to tri- 
bunal papers. 

Dario Kordic, chairman of 
the Croatian Democratic Union 
in Croat-held Bosnia, and 
TtftoSl Blasldc, chief of staff of 
the Croatian Defence Council 
fHVO>in Bosnia, were charged 
with crimes against humanity 
and war crimes. The Croatian 
Democratic Union is the sister 
party of Croatia's ruling De- 
mocratic Union of President 
Franjo Tudjman. 

Mr B [aside and Mr Kordic 
were accused of responsibility 
for the actions of units who de- 
stroyed at least 14 towns in the 
Lasva River Valley, including 
the notorious Ahmiri Massacre 
cm 16 April 1993. when HVO 
troops stormed into the village 


of Ahmici firing automatic 
weapons, shot down an esti- 
mated 120 people and burned 
their homes. 

The indictments attracted 
criticism from a senior Bosnian 
Croat official. Jozo Leutar, 
Deputy Interior Minister of 
both the Bosnian Muslkn-Croat 
federation and the self-styled 
Bosnian Croat state, said that 
both sides committed mistakes 
during the Croat-Muslixn con- 
flict but that they should now 
stick together and gather data 
for federal authorities. 

*T think that somebody’s up 
to slowing down or even stop- 
ping the functioning of the fed- 
eration," Mr Leutar said. “We 
cannot allow that our leaders be 
in the papers mentioned in 
such contexts while we know 
that they have contributed to the 
creation of the federation” Mr 
Leutar said the tribunal should 
concentrate on crimes com- 
mitted by Serbs. 

^Washington — The US Sec- 
retary of State, Warren Christo- 
pher. wfll join the Bosnia peace 
talks in Ohio today but his in- 
tervention is unlikely to result 
in an early comprehensive 
Balkan settlement, his 
spokesman said. “It is extremely 
unlikely, if not highly improb- 
able, that there will be a com- 
prehensive peace agreement 
reached tomorrow”, said the 
State Department spokesman, 
Nicholas Burns. 
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President on parade: Hie French leader, Jacques Chirac, reviewing troops at tile end of an award ceremony at the Invalides in Paris 


Photo@aph: Philippe VbjazBtfltetiter 


Juppe tries to head off social 



MARYDEJEV5KY 

Paris 


The ferocious argument about 
the future of France's health 
and social security system en- 
tered its final stage yesterday 
with the opening of a two-dav 
debate in the National Assem- 
bly by the prime minister, Alain 
Juppe. The debate, expected to 
be acrimonious, with deep di- 
visions on tbe right as well as be- 
tween right and left, is intended 
to pave the way for Mr Jupp£ 
to present his proposed re- 


forms tomorrow, when they 
will be made the subject of a 
vote of confidence. 

With the prospect of wide- 
spread public sector strikes 
looming today, Mr JuppC was 
dearly concerned not to be ac- 
cused of making “cuts” for 
their own sake and insisted 
that the crisis facing the social 
security system - popularly 
known as the S£cu -was not just 
financial. It lay, be said, in the 
inability of the system to com- 
bat “the two great plagues that 
threaten our society: unem- 


ployment and deprivation". 
Swelling costs, especially of the 
health service, and stagnating 
revenue, however, are at the 
root of the problem. The Steu's 
annual deficit increased from 
lObn to 60bn francs between 
1990 and 1993, and its debt for 
this year is expected to reach 
FxtS4bn (£&.4bn). 

Mr Jnppfi said yesterday that 


head more on health care l 
Germany and 60 per cent more 
than Britain, and tops the Eu- 
ropean league -without having 


markedly better life-expectan- 
cy or perinatal mortality rates 
than anyone eke. He also not- 
ed that the cost of operations 
could vary by SO per cent from 
one region to another. 

Soon after taking office, Mr 
Jupp6 said That he intended to 
bmgthe back into balance 

on its current accoant within 
two years. Bat its accumulated 
debt stands at between Frl2Dbn 
and Fr230bn. The task became 
more current two weeks ago af- 
ter President Chirac, with the 
franc under acute internation- 


al pressure, went on television 
to say that his absolute priori- 
ty was reducing the Fr320bn do- 
mesticbiidget deficit. Although 
the Secu is run separately from 
the state budget and funded al- 
most entirety by workers’ and 
employers* contributions, its 
debts have to be serviced by the 
state. 

The problem represented by 


by successive recent French 
go v ernm ents, but the search for 
a solution raises similar passions 
and ptqwfices as inBri^n. The 


difference, especially cm the . 
right, is whether revenue should 
be increased or spentfingcuL. 

Mr Juppd is believed to 
favour the introduction of a 
‘Temporary*’ contribution to 
be paid by workers and em- 
ployers to eliminate the 5&u's 
debt. The taxation of family al- 
lowances appears to have been 
ruled out, out this and other - 
family benefits could be frozen. 

Edouard Ballador, the - 
former premier, has warned . . 4 
strongly against increasing lax Z - 
arwl contributions. . . 


Fast-growing Greens revive 


IMRE KARAC5 

Bonn 


Germany's demoralised left is 
about to get a wake-up call. As 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl basks 


in Buddha-like serenity, his So- 
cial Democrat opponents mil be 
aimlessly zig-zagging their way 
through a bleak political land- 
scape and hurling abuse at one 
another at their annual party 
congress this week: 

If the congress runs accord- 
ing to script, the SFD will re- 
luctantly re-elect its bumbling 
leader, Rudolf Scharping. and 
plunge deeper in the opinion 
polls. The task of catching up 
with the Christian Democrats, 


already’ 12 points ahead in the 
polls, will seem forlorn. 

But despite the SPD’s sham- 
bolic state, left-wing sympa- 
thisers have not given up hope 
of returning to power, thus time 
on the coat-tails of the rein- 
carnated Greens. For while the 
Social Democrats have wal- 
lowed in self-pity, the Greens 
have been scooping up votes in 
regional elections and rising in 
the national polls. Once the 
laughing stock of the political 
scene, Petra Kelly’s heirs have 
grown up and now claim to be 
preparing for government 

Since last year’s general elec- 
tions, when they returned to the 
Bundestag with 49 MPs, after 


As the SPD stumbles, revamped environmentalists have emerged as 
the driving force in a radical coalition challenging Chancellor Kohl 



'A 

$ 


four years in the wilderness, the 
Greens have increased their 
presence in regional assem- 
blies. Struggling to dear the 5 
per cent threshold for seats in 
their first years of existence, 
their score now regularly runs 
into double figures. In last 
month's elections to the Berlin 


Among university students, 
an older age group than in 
Britain, Greens have become 
the party of first choice. Ac- 


cording to a recent poll by Die 
which 20 years 


Zeit, the SPD, 


assembly, they captured more 
than 14 per cent of tbe vote. The 


Greens are part of the govern- 
ing coalition in three federal 
states, and have high hopes of 
gaining administrative experi- 
ence in a few more next year. 


now gets only 18 per cent of the 
campus vote. The Greens have 
35 per cent 

Ludger \fohner, a Green MB 
said: “A lot of natural SPD sup- 
porters are coming to us at the 
moment.” His party knows all 
about the electoral conse- 
quences of domestic rows. Five 


years ago the Greens were 
turfed out of the federal par- 
liament after a period of war- 
fare between “Fnndls”, the 
fundamentalist wing which 
wanted permanent revolution, 
and the “Realos", the advocates 
of voter-friendly mzlpoUtik, 
The rout of 1990 allowed ffie 
Greens to regroup. The 
“Fundis” returned to their 
communes, and the “Realos" 
set about moulding a softer im- 
age. Even their opposition to the 
deployment of German troops 
abroad has been tempered by 


events in former Yugoslavia, no- 
tably the rape of Srebrenica. 

“Zero growth", the econom- 
ic orthodoxy of yesteryear, has 
become today's heresy. “We 
don’t say we warn, zero growth, 
but we say growth mast not be 
the guiding principle of tbe 
economy.” explains Mr "Vtohner, 
spokesman of the rump left 
wing in the party. 

Green membership is soar- 
ing, up by 10 per cent last year, 
but at 44,000 is not enough to 
compete with their bigger rivals. 
“We have problems at the local 


level, because we have been so 
successful at elections,” Mr 
Vbimer said. “Our activists get 
elected, so there is no one left 
to work the streets.” 

The “streets’* are important 
to a movement that must stay 
close to its roots to survive. De- 
spite their more mature posture, 
the Greens have not lost a 
sense of ftm, or their earnest fa- 
naticism about ecology, mi- 
norities and women. Other 
parties have encroached on 
these fesues, but only the Greens 
cany conviction with the voters. 

Tnis could change if the par- 
ty gets into national govern- 
ment. From the Green point of 
view, that would require the 


SPD doing better than ai pre- 
sent, trof not ipcTwdL Mr 
\fohner rejects Bad option of 
forming a coalition with Mr 
Kohl's party as^afctohitisly im- 
poss^.“Wfehbpethe5PD is 
stabilised, because they are fmri 
o f oar Red-G r een coalition 
project," he says. ’. : -*. • 
The mathematics of a Red- 
Green victory in .the genera! 
elections in 2998 are complex 
The Social Democrats must 
take votesonfenght from a 
popular Chancellor, amf leave 
the left flank unguarded. The 
odds are stacked against such a 
scenarkybut the <3reeus have 
overcome btyger odds in the 
pikt The testis up to the SPD. 
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news analysis 


Should Shell bring the Nigerian government to heel? Can consumers force the company to act? Yvette Cooper reports 

Can the people move an oil giant? 


igsssi 

k ore ' EarUer thi s 

L e d «posaJ of an oil 
K£s b , UOy m the Atlantic. 
we execution of nine minority rights 

voteflS N ^ ria iast week ^ro- 
aUMatMns thai Shell, the 
b^est multmauoual in the country 
had^pp 0 ^ a brutaJ «jg* 

^ tiyin6 for niulti- 
compames. They are 
fueled to operate according to the 

st^<Srt DVironmemaI ^ ethical 

S?tS, n ° k after wfaere in to 

world they are based. And, suddenly 

wne and make judgements on the 

whi ^ttnlries in 

Loa week. Anita 
Roddick wrote in a letter to the 

7 ? m * 11,31 Shell should 

condemn the execution of the 
actiMst Ken Saro-Wiwa. “What 

S e “S?if° p itr ' Wrote Ms **- 

*“■ Shell can stop it.’' 

R ^ f; S Urse A? he11 ““W never be a 
ooay Shop. Oil and natural resource 
companies are not like traders. They 
cannot ,make and break contracts at 


Oil companies’ 
power peaks when 
revenue from 
natural resources 
becomes the 
regime’s only 
remaining support 


the drop of an executioner’s axe. 
Energy projects can take years to 
plan and years to complete, and it 
can be decades before you gel a 
return on your investment Short- 
term political demonstrations are 
simply not an option. 

But alongside the limits on their 
freedom to manoeuvre, oil com- 
panies also have greater power and 
greater responsibility. Their power 
peaks pfrreisely when a government 
and an economy are jn trouble - and 
the revenue from natural resources 
becomes [he only remaining support 
for the rlgime. Right now. the oil 
revenues from operations by SheU. 
Eff. Agip and other ofl multina- 
tionals' are helping the Nigerian 
military government to survive. 

At the same time, oil companies 
are often more deeply involved with 
dubious governments than other 
kinds of companies ever need (o be. 
.As their work involves extracting and 
exploiting a country’s natural 
resources, they' are inevitably drawn 
into joint ventures with govern- 
ment. Shell works closely alongside 
Elf and Amp in joint ventures with 
the government-owned Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation 
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BRENT 
&T SPAR . 

Ministers 7.1 
backs dSheffs 
plans to cfortip.the 
BrenfSparoff . 
platform in 6000 feet of 
water off the Outer 
Hebrides. But the 
company caved to under 
pressure from 
Greenpeace in June. 

Come September, 
Greenpeace 

fiSGBUA apologised for 
SheB-is overestimating the 

accused of amount of off left 

causing . \-.: - s inside. The Spar is in 
“ iritaf a Norwegian fjord 


MERSEYSIDE 
In 1989, 150 tons of 
Venezuelan crude off 
leaked into the Mersey 
from a Shell pipeline, 
causing a 20-mile sSck 
and klIBng 300 sea 
birds. The incident cost 


the company £t4m to 
^operational losses 
"‘and dean -up 
' charges, and in 1990 
Shell was fined Elm. 
$&Hvb tons of crude 
y r -‘- oil seeped into the 
Mersey in 1990 




“ BURMA 
: In 1992, SheU 
s announced its 
: withdrawal from Burma. 
; ; The company said 
■' was for purely 
commercial reasons 
but others have 
contended that fits 
decision was * 
influenced by toe ' 
autocratic nature of 
the regime and Its 
human rights record. 
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Shell’s great 
dilemmas 


SOUTH 
AFRICA 
TheUnited 
Nations .and Opec 

called fof a boycott 

of ofl supplies to toe • ‘ 

Bribes, but Shell 
decided not to ptfl out of 
its mining, chemicals and 
> petroleum-related j- , v -r , 

industries to South 
Africa it argued that its 
employees dfo not 

aiffer racial Rnracv 

/' mSs 

investor service £ 

Army site near Denver 
where nerve gas had been 
made in 1970 the US Army 
warned .SheU that it would be 
liable for 85 per cent of the costs 
of cleaning it up. SheU sued its 
insurers in 1983 for its share of the 
costs. Six years later, the 
company's appeal against a 
state jury ruing that 
insurers were not 
liable was 
rejected 




(NNPCJ. These international com- 
panies are also inevitably affected by 
the Nigerian government's faihire to 
implement proper environmental 
standards, and by its inability to bro- 
ker a compromise between oil inter- 
ests and local fanners who are so dis- 
rupted by exploration. 

In Nigeria, opposition to the gov- 
ernment and opposition to Shell 
have become intertwined. Ken Saro- 
Wiwa called on Shell to pay $10bn 
compensation to the Ogoni people 
for alleged environmental damage 
to their homeland. Given that Shell's 
actions were central to Saro-Wxwa’s 
protests, the company was bound to 
come underpressure to condemn his 
executioners. 

Two questions arise out of this 



crisis fra- SheU in Nigeria. First, how 
much should we expect multina- 
tionals to do in the cause of human 
rights? Second, are consumers 
strong enough and sufficiently deter- . 
mined to make them act ethically? 

Q early, big companies have’ a 
responsibility to avoid bong party to 
corrupt deals or violent and oppres- 
sive government action. Where a 
national government is unable or 
unwilling to implement adequate 
environmental standards, it is wrong 
for a multinational to take advan- 
tage of the situation and blithely 
pollute the country. 

That said, it is often difficult to 
know bow effective businesses can 
be when they intervene in politics 
and human rights. Although outright 


sanctions and disinvestment were 
effective in South Africa's case, a few 
public condemnations from Shell 
about the Nigerian dictatorship 
might not make much difference to 
the military government's belliger- 
ent behaviour. 

These ethical dSemmas may be 
taken out of Shell’s hands. If inter- 
national governments decide to 
impose an ofl embargo, then Shell 
has no choice but to get out of Nige- 
ria. Meanwhile, Shell and others win 
be weighing up how their losses in the 
outraged Western consumer markets 
balance against their continued prof- 


its in Nigeria. In a global market with 
an international media and interna- 
tional pressure groups to publicise 
misdemeanours, the way a company 
behaves in one market is vulnerable 
to consumer boycotts in another. 

The phenomenon of ethical con- 
sumption has been growing for 
years. It dates back to the student 
boycotts of Barclays because of the 
bank's links with apartheid, cam- 
paigns against Nestle over baby 
milk formulae, and the legal battle 
for compensation in thalidomide 
cases. According to recent research 
by the Co-operative Wholesale Soci- 
ety, three out of five consumers say 
they are prepared to boycott firms 
or stores over their ethical standards. 
At the same time, ethical investors 


rnng t 

British industry. Pirc, a corporate 
governance consultancy launched 
in 1986. advises on ethical invest- 
ments and has clients worth more 
than £70bn. Instead of telling 
investors to get out of certain dis- 
tasteful companies, it encourages 
them to buy shares and change the 
companies’ policies. 

It took 20 years of campaigning to 
get Barclays out of South Africa. Yet 
it took only months of protest from 
Greenpeace to get Shell to back 
down on the Brent Spar. The next 
few months will reveal whether the 
latest outcry against Shell is little 
more than noise. It may be that con- 
sumers really have become an irre- 
sistible force. 


The Ogoni ^7 

operation-/ V 

S heU. the world’s largest oil com- 
pany. has been caught up in a 
maelstrom of protests after the exe- 
cution at the weekend of the Niger- 
ian writer Keo Saro-Wiwa and eight 
fellow political activists. 

The political impasse posed by 
Nigeria’s military government rep- 
resents a public relations nightmare 
for SheU, which is accused by envi- 
ronmentalists of having polluted 
the Ogoni region. The executed 
men had been campaigning for a 
greater share of ofl revenue from the 
government, political self-determi- 
nation and ownership of the oil 
beneath the land. 

In some countries, notably Ger- 
many. protesters have accused the 
Anglo-Dutch conglomerate of being 
partly guilty for the executions 
because of its dose involvement with 
Nigeria’s military regime. Demon- 
strations in this country have closed 
a number of SheU petrol stations. 

The SheU Development Com- 
pany of Nigeria, a unit of the Royal 
Dutch Shell Group, has been 
involved in Nigeria for almost 60 
years and, if its recent statements are 
to be believed, it will continue to 
produce oil in Africa’s most popu- 
lous country for decades to come. 

Ofl revenues provide about 90 per 
cent of Nigeria’s foreign exchange 
earnings and some 80 per cent of the 
federal government's total revenue. 

Shell’s production of about 300,000 
barrels of oil each day represents 14 
per cent of its worldwide production 
of crude ofl. The company produces 
about half of Nigeria's oil in partner- 
ship with the government and with 
Agip of Italy and Elf of France. SheU 
has said it is still interested in going 
ahead with a £2.7bn gas investment 
project. The company is due to make 
a decision before the end of the year 
about whether or not to proceed. The 
Prime Minister, John Major, says he 
wants to talk to SheU about its plans. 

Analysis say SheU’s operations in 
Nigeria are not very profitable in 
global terms. It is believed that 
Shell is making about S'/zm per day 
there. This might sound like a for- 
tune but in oil terms it is considered 
modest. Last year Shell made a net 
profit of nearly £4bn: that is the 
equivalent of about £iim per day. 

The company is committed to 
returning to the Ogoni region but 
only if it can do so peacefully. It 
stopped operating in the area in Jan- 
uary 1993, having endured threats, 
intimidation and physical violence 
against local staff. 

Shell accepts that its operations in 
Ogoniland have caused some envi- 
ronmental problems but, in the 
words of a company spokesman, 
"these do not add up to devastation". 

Shell is funding a $4 ,5m environ- 
mental study of the Ogoni region in 
an effort to determine the extent to 
which the company is responsible 
for damage to the land. The study 
will be conducted by a group of 
international consultants and is due 
to start next year. David OlT 
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in the new year 

^■Jing on Parbament to change the 
laws covering photography. It will be 
one of the first times that the Royal 
Academy has taken a political stand 
on art since Sir Joshua Reynolds was 
asked to advise Parliament about 
pictures in the 18th century. 

It is unlikely though that Hockney 
would want a similar role for himself. 
He remains attached to life in the 
Hollywood hills, and so hales the 
bustle of London that when flying to 
see his 95-year-old mum m 
Bridlington, be flies from LA to 
Amsterdam and then back to 
Humberside airport to avoid having 
to set foot in the metropolis or its 
airports. 

I worry that I am a jinx on the 
Englis h National Opera. A dozen or 
so years ago l attended a performance 
of Rigolctto in which the dap playing 
the title role lost his voice mid-way 
and an Italian baritone was found 
who stood on the stage singing toe 
role in i*»h™ while the rest of the 
cast acted and sang around him in 
English. Surreal stuff 

But not as surreal as last Friday 
wigh t when Louise Winter, playing 
Carmen in Jonathan Miner’s ENO 
production, tost her voice after the 
second act and a tanner Carmen, Sally 

_ > J A. 


and persuaded to come on stage and 
slug the part This she did, fai French 


she has just played the part at the Met 
in New kbrk, while Miss Winter 
remained on stage to provide the 
action, and mime to English words 
that weren't being sung. It reminded 
me of a vintage Tip OfThePops. 

' A shamefully anaesthetic and 
mercenary side of me wondered what 
ft takes to cajole an off-duty diva on a 
night out with hubby, and in casual 
clothes, to come on stage for the last 
act and take part in a production she 
has never seen in front of 2^00 
people. A world tear with Pavarotti? 
A contract to sing at the next royal 
wedding? £500? Pm happy to say tint 
the latter at l east is more or less what 
Miss Burgess did get, a fail 
performance fee for her one act of 
bravery And well deserved, too. 

My shoes are scuffed, my toes 
are bruised; 1 have a nosebleed and I 
am off to the dry cleaners. Fellow 
Britpop admirers w HI recognise me as 
an Oasis fan. 

I attended the world's largest 
indoor concert, standing with 19,000 
or so others in (he arena at Earl’s 
Court More accurately, I stood; the 
other 28,999 pogoed. This means that 
the entire a u dience jumps up and 
down on the spot, in most cases while 
bolding pints of beer. The origin of 
this new listening aid is unclear; but it 
does demand great skills of balance, 
and some balletic prowess. Those 
attending Oasis gigs later this month 
should be warned that Britpop fans 
do hot possess this agility. And 
attending apop concert now is only 
slightly less dangerous than when 
Rolling Stones gigs were patrolled by 
the Hell’s Angels. 

If yon can’t join than, upstage them. 
Norman Lament wfl] not have much 
chance of standing in the front row 
to listen to the Queen’s Speech 
tomorrow; so he has decided to mafa> 
regal- sounding pronouncements 
himself. He will launch his book. 
Sovereign Britain, a titillating title 
which Is actually a collection of 
speeches and articles with a Union 
flag design on the front. To imagine 
that it might overshadow the other 
news event of the day takes, shall we 
say; admirable self confidence. 


Her© is a question for all GCSE 
and A-level students. What is a 
Honeywagon? This imaginatioa- 
bogglmg vehicle was used on the set 
of the. new James Bond film, 
Goldeneye. A BBC schools 
programme looks at the making of thej 
Bond film, and an appendix in the 
study guide lists the facilities needed 
for the production unit Among these 
is **1 x Honeywagon ready on location 
at 06-30". Is this where Pierce 
Brosnan and his female co-stars get to) 
know each other before a day’s 
shooting, or is it perhaps a leftover 
prop from the last Winnie The Pooh 
film? Well, in a way. It is, says United 
International Pictures, the portable 
loo. It's good to know that even the 
mobile toilet staff on the set are 
Infected by -the Bond glamour ethos. 

Eric Clapton was in melancholic mood] 
as be received the special moil award 
at the Q magazine awards last week. 

He arrived hotfoot from receiving his 
OBE from the Queen to find be had 
won one of the top rock prizes. 

But as he received it, be mused, 
stony-faced, about magazines in 
general. “I don’t like reading 
magazines,” he affirmed in an angst- 
ridden mumble. ’They make me feel 
iess than’, make me feel I have to 
compete.” If a man who had just 
come from Buckingham Palace and 
whose tens nickname him God has an] 
inferiority complex, what hope is 
there for the rest of us? 
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The CBFs place 
in the middle 


T he Confederation of British Industry 
is wobbling precariously along a polit- 
ical fence, between the Tory government 
and what many businessmen privately 
acknowledge looks increasingly like a 
Labour administration in waiting. So far 
it bas done well to prevent Tory business- 
men, as well as politicians from either side, 
pushing it off, either to left or to right. 

TheCBf cannot afford to offend (he 
govemmem in power, not only because 
ministers still have their hands on the levers 
that matter but also because an influential 
body of members quite dearly wants its 
organisation to take sides, by acknowl- 
edging that business's real friends are the 
Tories. Politically committed members 
will regard neutrality os next to treachery. 
As the election approaches, the pressure 
on the CBI to come out more clearly in 
favour of the Government will be enor- 
mous. Probably as a response to too many 
headlines last week about the CBf coning 
up to the Opposition, Sir Bryan Nicholson, 
president of the CBI. went out of his way- 
on Sunday to dismiss ibe idea of partner- 
ship with Labour, describing what Is going 
on as just a dialogue. 

Bui then dialogue is what this has been 
about all along, not phoney partnerships 
of the type Labour has claimed with BT. 
No sensible lobbying body with the inter- 
ests of its members at heart can contem- 
plate any other course than finding out 
what Labour policies arc. and then do its 
best to influence them. 

In speeches in Birmingham this week, 
the CBI has been throwing bricks at both 
sides. It is bitterly critical of the damage 
likely io be done to business by the Gov- 
ernment s squabbling over Europe, wary 
of the Chancellor in case he gives away loo 


much in the Budget, and particularly con- 
cerned that he is retying on the Pnvate 
Finance Initiative as a fig-leaf to cover cuts 
in public spending on infrastructure , which 
directly affects members’ order books. 
Equally, the employers intensely dislike 
Labour's minimum wage and its intention 
to sign up io the European Social Chap- 
ter. they are reassured by Tony Blair's 
comforting words on inflation and taxation 
policy and his backing for high rewards for 
success in business, which be took a step 
further vesterday. to resounding applause 
from the conference. But they wonder 
whether good intentions will survive the 
stresses and strains of government, and 
whether the small print of (he policies, 
which Mr Blair skirls round, will reveal 
something scarier. 

Throughout the Eighties the CBI was in 
the wilderness, partly' because of the bare- 
knuckle fights promised at its 1981 con- 
ference. when recession was battering its 
members: equally, the Government's pol- 
icy for industry was long centred on shift- 
ing the balance of power away fro m the 
unions. There was not much left for the CBI 
to lobby abouL That has changed, both at 
the level of detailed policies for industry - 
Michael Hesetline reinvented the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry when he was 
there - and in the debates about govern- 
ment spending, taxation and Europe. 

By occupying the middle ground -what 
is left of it now lhat Labour bas moved 
closer to the centre - the CBI is in a posi- 
tion to influence events in a way it has not 
experienced since the days of beer, sand- 
wiches and corporatism in the Seventies. 
It would be foolish indeed of the employ- 
ers to come off the political fence and 
destrov that influence. 


The agony of 
Ecstasy 


T he drug Ecstasy can kill those who 
take iL That much now seems to be 
beyond dispute. One moment on Satur- 
day night, Leah Belt was enjoying her 18th 
birthday party- the next, she had collapsed 
into a coma. However infrequently such 
events take place, no one any longer can 
regard this as simply a "happy drug " with 
no iil -effects. 

But what should be done about 
Ecstasy? It is a class “A" drug, bracketed 
with heroin and cocaine. Suppliers face 
jail and anyone caught using it C3n expect 
a criminal record. Many people, horrified 
by this most recent tragedy, will now call 
for a crackdown, including longer prison 
sentences. 

This is an understandable response. But 
il is not the answer. Ecstasy is the biggest 
recreational drug to have hit Britain 
since cannabis. Thousands of young peo- 
ple lake it to gel the high-energy effect 
that is so weiT-suilcd to dance culture. 
Most people who use it do so with no 
apparent side-effects. 

They are not much influenced by the 
pleadings of parents or teachers. Leah 
Betts' stepmother had warned her against 
taking drugs. As a nurse. Mrs Betts is 
aware of the possible dangers, as is her 
husband, a retired police inspector. And 
their daughter may well have been con- 
scious of the risks she was running. She 
was studying chemistry, biology and psy- 
chology, and so was no stranger to ibe 
effects of pharmaceuticals. 

This case demonstrates that Ecstasy 


cannot be wished away. The authorities 
would catch a few people by raiding 
dance raves. But a dam pd own would 
mean that the supply of Ecstasy would 
simply be driven further underground. 

Such an outcome would only make 
matters worse, placing young people in 
even greater danger from unscrupulous 
dealers and the adulterated drugs they 
supply. Suppliers would continue selling 
tablets lhat are mixed with binding agents 
ranging from dog-worming drugs to 
aquarium cleaner. 

Young people such as Leah Belt need 
to be protected. The way to do that is to 
understand what they are consuming and 
control its quality. Ecstasy must be brought 
within the law. That may mean making it 
a substance whose use is frowned upon, 
but not criminalised: like smoking or 
parking on double yellow lines. 

Such an attitude would also make it 
easier to ensure (hat when people use 
Ecstasy they take it in as safe circum- 
stances as possible. Since heat stress and 
dehydration are important factors in a 
number of tragedies, clubs where people 
take Ecstasy would, for example, have to 
be properly ventilated and offer a plen- 
tiful supply of cold water. 

This is the sensible, thoughtful 
approach to saving lives threatened by 
drags- Few politicians seem willing to put 
such proposals forward. But if they realty 
care about the dangers drag users like 
Leah Betts face, they should be coura- 
geous and speak out. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Dick van den Broek 


Why Shell should stay put 


I n the great wave of understandable 
emotion lhat has swept the world over 
the death of Ken Saro-Wiwa, it’s very easy 
for clear thinking to be swamped by anger 
and recriminations. Here are some facts. 

First, did the “discreet diplomacy" of 
President Mandela and others fail?" Per- 
haps we should ask instead whether the 
worldwide protests failed. Our experience 
suggests that this kind of diplomacy 
offered the best hope for Ken Saro- 
Wiwa. But as worldwide threats and 
protests increased, the Nigerian govern- 
ment position appeared to harden. As 
Wura Abiola, daughter of the imprisoned 
unofficial winner of the last Nigerian pres- 
idential election, said on Newsnigfu: “The 
regime does not react well to threats. I 
believe that this is the way of showing they 
will not listen to threats." Did the pro- 
testers understand the risk they were tak- 
ing? Did the protest become more impor- 
tant than the purpose? 

There have been charges of environ- 
mental devastation. But the facts of the 
situation have often been distorted or 
ignored. 

There are certainly environmental 
problems in the area, but the World 
Bank confirmed that population growth, 
deforestation, soil erosion and over- 
farming are also major environmental 
problems there. 

In fact. Shell is spending USSlOOm this 
year aJone on environmental projects 
and US$20m on roads, health clinics, 
schools, scholarships, water schemes and 


agricultural support projects to help the 
people of the region. 

But another problem is sabotage. In the 
Ogoni area - where Shell has not oper- 
ated since 1993 - more than 60 per cent 
of oil spills have been caused by sabotage, 
usually linked to claims for corapensadou. 
And when contractors have tried to deal 
with these problems, they have been 
forcibly denied access. 

It has also been suggested that Shell 
should pull out of Nigeria's Liquefied Nat- 
ural Gas project. But let’s be dear who 
gets hurt if the project is cancelled. Not 
this Nigerian government. Revenues 
won't start flowing until the next century. 

But a cancellation would hurt the 
thousands of Nigerians who will be work- 
ing on the project and the lens of thou- 
sands more benefiting in the local econ- 
omy. The environment too would suffer, 
with the plant expected to cut greatly the 
need for gas flaring in the ofl industry. It 
is Nigeria's long-term future that will pay 
the price - the Nigerian government of 
the early 21st century which should be see- 
ing revenues beginning to flow from that 
investment, contributing to the rebuild- 
ing of the country. 

It is easy enough to sit in our comfort- 
able homes in the West, calling for sanc- 
tions against a Third World nation. But 
you have to be sure that knee-jerk reac- 
tions won’t do more harm than good. 

The writer is Shell's regional co-ordinator 
with responsibility for. Africa. 








't/I 

Vv ~ ' 


w 


jn*z/ i 



■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

The ‘tough’ approach to youth unemployment I Of cabbages and future kings 


From Dr Dan Finn 
Sir. Your endorsement of Gor- 
don Brown's “tough" approach 
towards the young unemployed 
(“Labour gets it right on jobs” 10 
November) is misconceived, as is 
the shadow Chancellor s decision 
to undermine the overall value of 
his proposals by linking Labour’s 
package to explicit new benefit 
sanctions. 

While it may help Labour win 
some Tory votes, the stress on 
sanctions sends the wrong mes- 
sage to the unemployed and to 
those working to create high- 
quality opportunities for them. 
Forcing people on to pro- 
grammes simply to protect their 
benefit payments, and where 
their psychological motivation 
will be dose to zero, will not help 
them to get jobs. Il will in fact 
reinforce the deep scepticism 
that already exists among the 
young about the purpose and 
value of government schemes. 

Gordon Brown’s package is a 
long way short of the “most ambi- 
tious attempt yet" to tackle youth 
unemployment you describe. At 
best it is a modest, if welcome, 
extension of the opportunities 
that already exist for those out of 
work. 

Finally, it has been profoundly 
dispiriting to see senior Labour 
shadow ministers scoring cheap 
points by peddling gross stereo- 
types about the young unem- 
ployed. This has given a green 


ljght to those advocating a work- 
fare regime and has done serious 
damage to the hard-won credi- 
bility of many in the Labour 
Party who have worked to protect 
high-quality programmes for the 
unemployed. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dan Finn 

Stockport, Greater Manchester 
10 November 

From the Earl Russell 
Sin If “new" Labour is to be 
“forced labour" it might consider 
using imprisonment as a sanction 
rather than withdrawal of bene- 
fits. Imprisonment, unlike with- 
drawal of benefits, is subject to 
the legal requirement ‘of due 
process, and this would give peo- 
ple an opportunity to show good 
cause why they should not take 
the medicine that Gordon Brown 
has prescribed to them. 

Imprisonment, unlike with- 
drawal of benefits, does not force 
those subjected to it to make an 
instant choice between starvation 
and crime. Perhaps Labour could 
also tell us why, if their new policy 
is so good, only the under-25s are 
to be allowed to benefit from it? 
Yours sincerely, 

Russell 
H ouse of Lords 
London, SW1 
10 November 

The writer is the Liberal Demo- 
crat spokesperson on Social 
Security. 


A woman’s place in the supermarket 


From Ms Bei'eriey Beckett 
Sin As someone whose life has 
been influenced by the writing of 
Germaine Greer, 1 was rather 
surprised to read her article 
(“Never glad confident Salis- 
bury's again”, 10 November). In 
it the woman who so fiercely 
championed women's rights in 
The Female Eunuch self-impor- 
tantiy declares herself, as a wage- 
earner, “working woman", while 
dismissively lumping all other 
women (presumably including 
those with babies and small tod- 
dlers, whom she finds so irritat- 
ing for taking up the parting 
spaces by the entrance, and clut- 
tering it up with their special- 
needs trolleys) into the category 
of “fun-loving leisure shoppers", 
who do nothing but obstruct her 
on her busy way. 

Silly me never to have previ- 


ously relished shopping at Sains- 
bury’s with my toddler as a fun 
leisure activity. A previous wage- 
earner, who is presently com- 
mitted to caring on a full-time 
basis for a small daughter, I was 
enlightened to find that, 
exhausted though I may be at the 
end of each day, 1 am not a work- 
ing woman and certainly never in 
a hurry at the supermarket 

The Zoo and BSE 

From Ms Alexandra Dixon 
Sin Hazel Lye’s letter (25 Octo- 
ber) asks whether animals bred 
by London Zoo and released 
into the Middle East and Africa 
could be contaminated with BSE. 
This is an issue which we take 
very seriously, particularly as mis- 
information on the subject can 
have long-term and damaging 
consequences. 

The Scimitar-homed oryx sent 
to Tunisia in 1985 were not bred 
by us, although we co-ordinated 
the project from the British side. 
These animals are contained 
within a fenced reserve and there 


Is this post-feminism? Or is it 
simply the woman who, in Sex 
and Destiny, criticised the West as 
a profoundly fertility-denying, 
anti-child society, expressing her 
own distaste and hostility towards 
children's very presence in pub- 
lic places like supermarkets? 

Anyway, must dash: I hear 
there’s a free cheese-tasting on at 
Sainsbury’s - or should I just stay 
at home? 

Yours sincerely, 

Beverley Beckett 
Claydon, Oxfordshire 
10 November 

From Ms Anne Greenridge 
Sir Three cheers for Germaine 
Greer for voicing opinions about 
Salisbury's with winch I whole- 
heartedly agree. 

Our local Sainsboiy’s began 
life innocently enough in the 
1980s, being cautxrasfy welcomed 
by residents. But with a toe-hold 
in the neighbourhood, it grew, 
buying up the local car park and 
adjacent hospital land until the 
whole village was Sainsbory’s. 

This once charming locality 
bas now become a choked, heav- 
ing traffic nightmare. Acres of 
parking, signs siphoning the 
shopper along a pre-ordained 


is no reported evidence, 10 years 
later, of BSE. Of the re in traduc- 
tion programmes in the Middle 
East, only the Arabian oryx pro- 
ject in Saudi Arabia received any 
animats from the UK. These 
were exactly three in 1989 - all 
males who were identified as 
important genetic stock. None of 
the UK animals has been 
released into the wild, their prog- 
eny are known and monitored 
and there bas been to our certain 
knowledge absolutely no sign of 
BSE. However, because we are 
jua as concerned as everyone else 
(if not more so), we derided 
three years ago not to export any 
more oryx from the UK until the 


from Mr Don Macdonald 
Sir. You are right to support 
Labour's proposals to cope with 
youth unemployment. The pro- 
posals are similar to the Com- 
munity Programme from the 
Eighties, which was real job cre- 
ation, with unreasonable pay 
levels, not necessarily at full 
rates, but high enough to attract 
both the participants themselves, 
the agencies in which they 
worked and the t rainin g agents, 
all of whose participation is 
essential. 

The proposed subsidy’ to pri- 
vate sector employers can also be 
a very useful boost for employ- 
ment for the under-25s, particu- 
larly if training is provided and 
the lessons from those Workstart 
pilots that were successful are 
assimilated. 

There is great benefit also in 
sorting out the small but annoy- 
ing inter-departmental restric- 
tions, such as the 16-boor rule, by 
which Employment Service staff 
discourage young people from 
following training courses, as 
they are not available for work, 
while other government-funded 
agencies try to encourage the 
same young people to join in 

training. 

Youis sincerely, 

Don Macdonald 
Chief Executive 
Foyer Federation for Youth 
London, El ! 

10 November I 


route, compulsory entry through 
a Sains b ary’ s newspaper con- 
course; the customer is brain- 
dead before ever placing the first 
own-brand item in the trolley. 

And life without Sainsbury’s? 
Good food is certainly to be had 
elsewhere, with very much more 
time left to enjoy it! 

Yours faithfully, 

Anne Greenridge 
Orpington, Kent 

From Mr Tom Tickell 
Sin My mentally-handicapped 
daughter and I feel very guilty 
that we may contribute to delay- 
ing Germaine Greer when she 
goes shopping in Sainsbuiy’s. 1 , 
am sure that women with chil- 
dren, and pensioners, will have 1 
just the same reactions. 

Of course, she needs a special 
parking slot - as do all the other 
busy working women who are 
members of the new mistress race. 

The puzzle is why Ms Greer 
bas to go into Sainsbuiy’s to look 
for pasta that she knows she can 
only find elsewhere. But I sup- 
pose that if you are quite such a 
busy working woman as she e you 
never have a moment to think 
Yours faithfully, 

Tom Tickell 
London, NI9 
10 November 


epidemiology of the disease is 
better understood. 

With regard to the gazelle 
releases, contrary to some of the 
press reports these animals were 
all born in Saudi Arabia to ani- 
mals that had never left Saudi 
Arabia. This was made absolutely 
dear in the press release. BSE 
has never been found in gazelles 
in any case. 

Yours faithfully, 

Alexandra Dixon 
Director 

Conservation and Consultancy 
The Zoological Society 
of London 
London, NW1 
9 November 


From Mr George Walden 
Sin In his kind report of my 
Booker speech in Saturday's 
Independent , John Walsh said I 
had described British culture as 
a “ vegetating catastrophe This 
is not so. What I said was that a 
French writer (Celine) had once 
described Russia in that percep- 
tive phrase. 1 went on: 

The British do not go in for cat- 
astrophes. We are content to 
vegetate. And as long as you veg- 
etate you are staving off cata- 
strophe. 

The distinction, if you are the 
cabbage in question, is important 
Of my attack on nostalgia, Mr 
Walsh says that a return to the 
past can be a search for meaning. 
He is dearly right; not to under- 
stand that would be to overlook 
one of the sources of the Renais- 
sance. He also makes an excel- 
lent point about the cramping 
effect of journalism on modern 

Criticism ignores 
Unison’s skills 

From Mr Kevan Kelson 
Sin Your scathing criticism of 
Unison (Who’s afraid of Rod- 
ney?, 8 November) is wholly 
unjustified. Tb suggest that Rod- 
ney Bickerstaffe - and by exten- 
sion Unison - is “a leader of the 
old school, a product of declining 
culture" is not borne out by an 
analysis of Unison’s internal 
organisation, its progressive aims 
and values or most significantly 
its dynamic campaigning app- 
roach at local, regional and 
national level. 

This was most visibly demon- 
strated on 27 October by the 
“Public Service not Private 
Sleaze" national event; but per- 
haps the best example of Uni- 
son’s strategic approach of ally- 
ing service users, community 
organisations and public service 
trade unionists is our work in 
Northern Ireland, where the skil- 
ful deployment of resources and 
enabling support to disenfran- 
chised groups has led to Unison 
securing an influence far beyond 
its membership size. 

Rodney Bickerstaffe has been 
instrumental in these develop- 
ments and far from the union's 
leadership policing members on 
behalf of government (Labour or 
other), Unison will continue to 
campaign robustly to defend and 
extend public services, as well as 
the pay and conditions of work- 
ers employed in them. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kevan Kelson 

Branch Secretary 

St Helens Metropolitan Branch 

Unison 

St Helens, 

Merseyside 
10 November 

Dodging- his duty 

From Mr Edward McCabe 
Sir Cohn Powell has managed to 
maintain a highly favourable 
mage m the press, at home and 
abroad. But I thirds the time bas 
come to find fault with him. 

Ffe could have done so much 
good. But instead of sacrificing 
lumself. he has sacrificed thl 
cause of the entire black corn- 


fiction. which I wish I had 
included in toy speech. 

What T criticised specifically 
were the Prince of Wales’s pas- 
tiche villages, nationalist politi- 
cians trying to revive long-dead 
enemies, costume dramas on TV, 
our reversion to a tired form of 
modernism (brilliant in its day) in 
art. and the sort of historical biog- 
rapher who informs us excitedly 
that they had sex then too. 

I hope Mr Wilsb agrees that 
there is little new meaning to be 
had from such sources, which art- 
part of the national escapism so 
evident in our politics. Perhaps 
that is why Virginia Bottom! ey 
looked so displeased at my 
speech? 

Yours faithfully, 

George Walden 
MP for Buckingham (Con| 
House of Commons 
London. SW1 
11 November 


From Mr Roger Bannister 
Sir Your editorial about the elec- 
tion of Rodney Bickerstaffe as 
general scretaiy of Unison dis- 
played a lack of understanding of 
developments in the trade union 
movement. As a socialist and 
member of Militant Labour. I 
have come to expect attacks from 
the newspapers of the capitalist 
class (you are not that “Indepen- 
dent” after all). But to refer to the 
range of candidates in the Unison 
general secretary election as “tes- 
timony to the shallowness of the 
union’s gene pool" is an insult to 
our 1.4 million members. 

You apparently mean that no 
candidate in the election 
reflected John Monks' “new 
thinking", by which 1 presume 
you include the opposition to 
strikes, and his policy of putting 
Tories on TUC platforms. But 
where is this “new thinking" 
now? Opposition to the pro-Torv 
stance was such that the first time 
a prominent Tory spoke on a 
TUC platform was the last. 

The 1994 TUC Congress met 
against the background of the sig- 
nalworkers’ strike, and on the eve 
of the 1995 Congress, John 
Monks himself threatened the 
Tories with industrial militancy if 
they continued attacks on work- 
ers. I think it was Captain Black- 
adder who was forced to ask 
“Do you visit the planet earth 
much?" a question which is 
appropriate to put to your leader 
writer. 

Yours faithfully, 

Roger Bannister 
National Executive Council 
Member, Unison 
Kfrfcby, Merseyside 
10 November 

The Writer was the Campaign for 

Democratic Unison 

candidate m the election for Uni- 
son general secretary. 

■^ crica ' Never has 
edt0dOSO muchIor 

Bill Clinton has been dubbed 
a coward for dodging the draft 
lhis instance it is the mili- 
tary man who is the wimp “ 
Yours sincerely 
Edward McCabe 
W est Bromwich, 

West Midlands 
9 November 
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comment 


Tony Blair’s new moral imperative 

Can the Labour leader make the right judgements on what the party’s values should be? 


'SSaS£« 

culture 

i»M4M 1 ume t S“Sa P f en . ts - 

of Blair, my col- 
league John Rentoul describes the 
labour leader’s pMoaophySSS 

Sl'^ S r 0pinion ' for ™ers have ruder 
epithets for what they regard as a wild 

matJJ. 0nyiI1 S Iurch “ lo moral - 

to Bul iVs impossible 
to judge Labour s new value-loaded 

kmgua&e without looking backward? 
for it is at least arguable that Blair is 
returning to the origins of progressive 
polidcs, not breaking away from them. 

J 1 * heyday, the socialist project 
g?"?!? t ? J sw f n P “bourgeois tntnul- 
f 5? ividuals were actors in a 
class drama, helpless agents of History. 
Left-wing pohudans didn’t discuss 
the behaviour of people, particularly 
poorer people; that was strictly for the 
priests and the reactionaries. In this 
way, the left found itself speaking a dif- 
ferent language from voters. Fixated 
ty tne moral grandeur of its vision, its 
values and the ordinary, workaday val- 
ues of the people it hoped to repre- 
sent drifted steadily apart. 

Now that the mihenaria! vision has 
collapsed, the whole structure of 
lefi-of-centre thought is changing, 
too. The disappearance of the Marx- 


ist and socialist interpretation of 
history has returned the left to com- 
mon Western values - Judaeo-Chris- 
tian values, intermingled with liberal 
values. In one way, this is a harsher 
world; one in which there are fewer 
excuses. 

But the idea that to use traditional 
moral language makes you a right- 
winger would have startled eveiy pre- 
Marxist generation of radicals. The 
Puritanism of early trade unionists and 
socialists, the high moral tone of the 
first generations of feminists; the 
cross-over between the temperance 
movement and socialism; the cham- 
pioning of thrift and hard work among 
the self-organised working class 
friendly societies; the austere Liberal 
moralism still present in Beveridge's 
blueprints for post-1945 Britain - all 
these are reminders of the way in 
which personal morality and politics 
used to mingle for the left. 

This doesn't mean that we are 
inevitably returning to Victorian val- 
ues because they are essential, unal- 
terable truths. Morality is as fluid as 
anything else in human society. Our 
codes are vastly different from those 
of the 19lh century. They would be 
horrified by our sex-obsession and by 
our puritanism about food, tobacco 
and health. Tony Blair regards homo- 
phobes with the same disdain his pre- 
decessors would have reserved for 
homosexuals. When Enoch Powell 
asks, as he did in a weekend television 
portrait, “what’s wrong with racism?" 
he makes a value-judgement which 
was near- universal in 1890 , unexcep- 
tional in 1930 and is unacceptable 
today. And so on. 

Each moralism has its excesses - 



ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of the Year 


He knows you cannot 
be a moralist who 
only looks downwards 


moral codes always do - but they are 
enormously far apart. The Victorians 
hid table-legs; we consider it polite to 
keep an expression of pleased inter- 
est in place as we inspect colour 
photo-images of human turds on dis- 
play in an art gallery. Different times, 
different quirks. 

What unites them, however, is a 
similar array of problems caused by 
technological and economic change - 
and a similar underlying assumption 
that these cannot be solved by politi- 
cal change alone. Carlyle’s “Condition 
erf England question" is hack; huge dis- 
parities of wealth, ghetto poverty, 
delinquency, illiteracy, addiction and 
violent crime stalk our country too, if 
not on a 19th-century scale. 

A political language that didn’t 
involve moral judgements about indi- 
vidual behaviour would not begin to 
address this. But that doesn't imply an 
ethical consensus, anymore than it did 
when Gladstone was outraged about 


Disraeli and vice-versa. Blair’s moral 
language, however harshly it reverber- 
ates in the ears of middle-class intelli- 
gentsia, is distinctively different from 
Tbry moral populism. It offers a choice. 

First, that there is still a values gap 
between the parties about sex and 
race. Politicians on the right say tHmg *. 
though mostly in private, about gays 
and about blacks, that would be taboo 
on the left. The left is far less ready to 
blame people or abuse them for things 
they cannot help. The only recent 
change is that, with Blair, the defini- 
tion of what people “cannot help" is 
narrowing. 

Second, Labour moralism claims to 
have no favourites - to be genuinely 
One Nation. There is nothing more 
damaging to the authority of Tbry min- 
isters than the belief that strictures 
about dependency or the virtue of 
family life are intended for you down 
there but not for us up here - that, to 
put it brutally, morals are for losers. 

Here is where Blairites need to be 
particularly careful. It isn’t only that 
they need to embody some of the self- 
restraint and decent austerity they 
speak for. It’s also that their version 
of social morality, if it means anything, 
applies to some powerful forces in this 
country. 

Take yesterday's encounter with 
the Confederation of British Industry. 
That the Labour leader is wooing the 
CBI is neither surprising nor shocking. 
That he is not to begin a fiscal assault 
on wealth-generators is mere eco- 
nomic realism. And that British indus- 
try itself is now studying the short-ter- 
mism which the left has criticised for 
so long confirms it believes that Blair 
will soon be in power. 


Bul there is a hidden argument to 
be bad between new Labour and the 
CBI, and both know it perfectly wed. 
Business still gives the impression of 
wanting a one-way deal with govern- 
ment: “Tax us less, regulate us less and 
then leave us alone. We don’t want to 
talk about a minimum wage or 
employees’ rights or overwork or 
tr aining. ” 

To any new Labour moralist, that 
must be an unsus tainab le position. It 
isn’t compatible with the secure, well- 
educated and confident “stakeholder" 
society which Blair wants, and in 
which individuals all play their part. It 
is an attitude that would have stran- 
gled the Factory Acts at birth. 

A country divided between the 
poor and workless and a driven, 
exhausted dass of workers too tired to 
be active citizens, or to talk to their 
children, or to upgrade their skills 
after work - that is not a plausible 
tomorrow. One day, if Labour is to 
exploit the moral authority it has 
been painfully accumulating, it has to 
start saying so. For the left, going 
“back to basics" also means this. 

I think Blair is only beginning to 
find his true voice, that his radical 
ambition is still quietly uncoiling. For 
he knows that you can be a moralistic 
reformer - indeed, throughout most 
of human history reform and moral 
passion have been inseparable. But he 
also knows you cannot be a moralist 
who only looks downwards. The 
proper word for that is a bully. And 
you cannot be a moralist who is fierce 
only with the powerless. That would 
make you a coward. And whatever 
Blair is, or will become, he is neither 
of those. 


Executed Nigerian writer Ken Saro-Wiwa’s final interview epitomised his 20-year campaign 

The evil at the heart of Nigeria 


N igeria consists of 300 different 
peoples who were put together by 
the British. Although the country is 
a federation, ever since the military 
came into power its people have tried 
to rum this federation into a unitary 
system. Under this system, the major 
ethnic groups have cheated the 
smaller groups because 94per cent of 
the GNP of Nigeria is oil, and the oil 
lies pre-eminently in the Niger della 
which is inhabited' by the small groups. 
Ogoni country produces oil and has 
produced oil since 195S, but the- 
Ogoni people have nothing to show 
for it 

I want justice for the Ogoni people. 

I want self-determination for the 

‘Literature has to be 
combative. It must do 
something to 
transform lives 1 


Ogoni people. 1 want autonomy for 
the Ogoni people. This means that 
Ogoni political affairs will be run by 
Ogoni people. Ogoni economic 
resources will be used for the devel- 
opment of the Ogoni people. The 
Ogoni people will pay whatever they 
have to the federal government. They 
have responsibilities to keep the fed- 
eration going. . _ 

Over the past 33 years, the Omni 
country has been completely des- 
troyed bv the search for oil. If they 
have their own government, their 
own administration, they will be able 
to settle those laws and regulations 
that will control the rampaging ofl 
companies. Oil blow-outs, spillages, 
general pollution accom- 
nanv the search for oil. 

most cases the oil 
have an obligation to enswre th« 
these things do not happen. Unfor 
innately Sev have not done these 
S’ Nigeria. Ofl compawes have 

fSgas to Nigeria forthe^ 

years causmgac^™”-^ ^ ^ 

CKgSSfcsS 


Generation Why 



Kfn Saro-Whra: you cannot begin to \roader whether yon are going to be killed 


In Ogoni, Shell pipelines are there for 
everyone to see. Because the govern- 
ment in Nigeria is colonial, as far as 
the ethnic minorities such as the 
Ogoni are concerned, the interests of 
Shell and of those who are running 
Nigeria at this time, mix. I accuse 
Shell of racism because they are 
doing in Ogoni what they dare not do 
in Europe or America, where they 
also prospect for ofl. 

1 am trying to mobilise opinion, par- 
ticularly in the West, among share- 
holders of Shell, among the govern- 
ments, the people of Europe, of 
Britain, of Germany, of France, of 
Italy - all those who prospect fqr oil, 
whose companies prospect for oil in 
Nigeria, to realise that they are ruin- 
ing the environment and dehum ant- 
ing the people. I believe that if the 
people knew what. has been happen- 
ing, they would do something about 
it and stop this robbery and murder 


that is going on in broad daylight at 
the end of the 20th century. 

All the ofl that is produced in 
Nigeria is bought by America and the 
West and Japan. If they insisted, 
“Look, we are not going to buy this 
ofl unless you ensure that the envi- 
ronment is protected, unless you 
ensure that rents and royalties are 
paid to the landlords - to the owners 
of the ofl", it would be a different story 
altogether. 

The profits from oil come to Britain 
because they sell the equipment It is 
their technology that is keeping Niger- 
ian oil going. It is, in fact Western 
credit that Is keeping Nigeria alive, so 
they have a moral responsibility to 
intervene in this situation. I have 

from toe United Nations becausetf 
its oppressive ways, because it has 
^pressed just too many Nigerians, 
le military governments of Nigeria 


have sat on other Nigerians in a way 
that is just as evil and as bad as what 
was done in South Africa. 

In this country writers write to 
entertain, they raise questions of indi- 
vidual existence -you know the angst 
of the individual - but for a Nigerian 
writer in my position you can’t go into 
that. Literature has to be combative. 
You cannot have art for art’s sake. 
This art must do something to trans- 
form the lives of a community, of a 
nation. And for that reason, literature 
has a different purpose altogether in 
that sort of society, completely dif- 
ferent from here. And, you know, a 
writer doesn’t earn money in Nigeria 
because although you have 100 mil- 
lion people, most of them cannot read 
and write here, so literature has a dif- 
ferent purpose. So here I am - 1 have 
written 22 books, I have produced 150 
episodes of one television pro- 
gramme, which everyone enjoys, but 


I am poor. It is of no interest to me. 
What is of interest to me is that my 
an should be able to alter the lives of 
a large number of people, of a whole 
community, of the entire country, so 
that my literature has to be entirely 
different The stories that I tell must 
have a different sort of purpose from 
the artist in the Western world and it 
is not now an ego trip, you know, it is 
politics, it is economics, it’s every- 
thing, you know, and art in that 
instance becomes so meaningful both 
to the artist and to the consumers of 
that art, because you do not just 
depend on them to read your books, 
you even have to live their life that 
they can emulate. The artist in that 

‘I think that the entire 
international 
community should 
disavow this genocide’ 


society has a different role and, to my 
mind, a much more worthy role than 
the artist in the West 
When yon are asking for the rights 
of the people, you cannot begin to 
wonder whether you are going to be 
killed or rent to jail or whatever. Right 
is right and it most be fought for. I 
have been at it for 20 years, and at this 
age, at this point in my life there’s 
really nothing to fear. I think we have 
seen a lot of dictators collapse in the 
: and these ones are going to col- 
: as well. 

believe that the British govern- 
ment, that the American government, 
the governments of the EC - all 
those who buy Nigerian oil - includ- 
ing the Japanese, and others, are 
encouraging genocide in Ogoni I 
think that the entire international 
community should come forward to 
disavow tms process of genocide. The 
UN views genocide as very serious 
crime. The fact that the ethnic major- 
ity in Nigeria colludes in genocide 
does not excuse it I appeal to the 
entire international community to 
come to the help of Ogoni now, 
because if nothing is done, the Ogoni 
people are going to be extinct in no 
more than 10 years. 

These extracts firm an interview with 
Km Sam-Wiwa, the last conducted 
before he was executed wiU be shmn 
tonight on 'Without Walls: The Hanged 
Man - Nigeria ’s Shame ' at 9.30pm on 
Channel 4. 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 



No speech like 
an old speech 


r-pfaere are two diametrically 
X opposed schools of thought 
when it comes to preparing an 
after-dinner speech. There is 
the Cement Freud school of 
thought and the non-Cement 
Freud school of thought. 1 
learnt this when as ayoupg man 
I foolishly accepted an invita- 
tion to take part in a Cam- 
bridge Union debate. 

There were good things in 
my speech but I didn't get it 
really right, and Clement 
Freud, a fellow- speaker, leant 
over to me afterwards and said: 
“If you’ll take my advice. Miles, 
you won’t bother to make up a 
speech every time. Just have 
one very good speech and 
always use that. 

“But make sure you alter the 
opening and closing paragraph 
each time, to make it seem top- 
ical If the start and close of a 
speech is geared to the actual 
occasion and toe actual people 
present, then they will assume 
that toe rest of toe speech is the 
same, even though you deliv- 
ered exactly the same stuff at 
Huddersfield the week before." 

I was disposed to believe 
what Cement Freud said at the 
time, because I had just seen 
him in action at dinner. The 
young gentlemen of the Cam- 
bridge Union had taken us to 
eat at one of Cambridge's bet- 
ter hotels, and Cement Freud, 
during toe soup course, had 
sent the toast back to toe 
kitchens. 

“That’s not what I would 
call melba,” he said with silky 
danger in his voice. “Take it 
back and complete the 
process.” 

By so doing he had upstaged 
ail his hosts (who were obvi- 
ously exercising insufficient 
toast quality control) and all his 
fellow guests, who were busy 
chomping away at insufficiently 
melba-ised toast. 

A man who could do that 
must be right about the writing 
of speeches, mustn’t he? 

Wefl, up to a point, Lord 
Copper. In my limited experi- 
ence, sometimes speech mate- 
rial that has done well before 
does well again and sometimes 
ft horrendously doesn’L More 
often, alas, a speech that has 
been specially prepared for an 
occasion, and which can never 
be used again, is the only 
speech possible on that occa- 
sion. I have twice foolishly 
accepted invitations to address 
the Oxford Union, and on the 
second occasion ray fellow 
speaker was toe large, gangling 
actor Bernard Bresslaw, famil- 
iar to me from Carry On films. 

“Done this sort of thing 
before?” I asked him. 

“Once," he told me. “I came 
to speak at the Oxford Union 
once before, and it was a dis- 
aster. You see, nobody had told 
me I would be making a speech. 

I had assumed it was one of 
those celebrity do’s where the 
audience asked you questions. 


So when it came to my turn to 
speak. I stood up and waited for 
the first question, and it never 
came, and I had nothing to say. 
and it was a nightmare. But Fm 
ready this time..." 

When the time came he 
stood up and delivered a speech 
of such comic intensity, so full 
of Shakespearean overtones, 
that everyone assumed it was 
brilliant even though nobody 
(myself included) had toe 
faintest idea what it was about. 
He had a standing ovation. 

Whether Bresslaw ever pub- 
lished his speech, I don 'i know. 
You can only do this, of course, 
if you are not a product of toe 
Clement Freud school of 
speech-writing. 

Assuming that Clement 
Freud actually does what be 
told me to do, be is in toe posi- 
tion of an old music-hall artist 
who could constantly reuse his 
best material as long as be 
didn't go on TV. Of course, 
speech-making doesn't go on 
TV. But it does get recycled as 
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articles. You sometimes read, ai 
the end of pieces by famous 
people who don’t really have 
time to write articles, the line: 
“This article is based on the text 
of a speech delivered to the 
New York Society of Ortho- 
dontists on 23 November Iasi 
year", and you think, “Well fair 
enough - I would rather read 
this as an article than have lc< 
be an orthodontist in a bow-tie 
last November". 

But I do know of a time when 
Kingsley Amis achieved the 
opposite - he got a speech into 
print before he made it I once 
shared a literary lunch with 
him at Reading, and all we had 
to do was talk for a dozen min- 
utes about our new books, bul 
when he rose he told toe aston- 
ished lunchers: “Look, I didn’t 
have time to prepare anything 
interesting to say today, but 1 
have just received the gallej 

S iroofs of an article I've written 
or next week's Time s Literary 
Supplement, which might inter- 
est you," and he dragged a 
long sheaf of printer's proofr 
out of his pocket, which he pro- 
ceeded to read at high speed to 
the bemused audience before 
silting down at high speed and 
ordering another drink. 

I think it is safe to assume 
that Kingsley Amis had never 
attended the Clement Freud 
school of speech-writing. 

This column is drawn from the 
text of a talk delivered to the 
Mururoa Atoli Rotary Club. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Whether Robert Stephens 
achieved greatness in the sense 
of half a century ago when the 
likes of Olivier, Richardson, 
Gielgud and Wolfit tackled the 
heroic parts in a stage tradition 
traceable to Henry Irving, or 
whether greatness was thrust 
upon Him by admirers for his 
courage in returning to the clas- 
sics in his sixties (as Falstaff and 
King Lear for the Royal Shake- 
speare Company), Stephens's 
door-die determination to be an 
actor in the heroic mould was 
never doubted in his last years. 

It was as if he had cast him- 
self among that generation of so- 
called hell-raising players - 
Richard Burton, Peter O'Toole, 
Albert Finney, Nicol William- 
son. whose talents burned so 
bright in the playhouse until the 
cinema claimed most of (hem - 
except that Stephens could nev- 
er claim great success in films. 
He would therefore prove that 
he at least had never turned 
away from the greatest test of all: 
the great roles in the theatre. 

if he did not convince every- 
one of his greatness, he re- 
minded a younger generation of 
playgoersbf the guts, gusto, per- 
sonality and bravado necessary 
to heroic acting in its heyday. 

Nor did he neglect the sup- 
posedly romantic element in 
Ihui tradition of acting, which 
he vividly chronicles in an 
autobiography. Knight Errant . 
published a fortnight ago. 

Brimfuf of swagger 'and of 
egocentric fancy, it charts a ca- 
reer divided boldly between 
artistic ambition and personal 
indulgence, displaying a restless 
energy and Don Juan assurance 
which sometimes leaves the 
reader breathless with admira- 
tion or astonishment at the au- 
thor's effrontery. The book was 
as if he were re-enacting the ad- 
ventures of the hero of an I8lh- 
ceniurv novel: buL at (he same 


Sir Robert Stephens 


time ii seldom reflects the kind 
of actor he was on stage during 
most of his career until its 
relatively' glamorous end. 

Kenneth Ivnan had ac- 
claimed him as the essence of 
the red-brick style of acting 
which puts brains before breed- 
ing. George Devine was cer- 
tainly not looking for classical 
actors when he was setting up 
shop for the English Stage 
Company, at the Royal Court 
Theatre "in the mid-1950s, for 
new writers for the stage. But 
in recruiting Stephens from the 
Library Theatre. Manchester, 
he found an actor of integrity 
and grit who created a stir in ail 
sorts of forgotten works as well 
as in Osborne's The Entertain- 
er , Wesker's The Kitchen and, 
above all. Epitaph for George 
Dillon. 

Here was an anti-hero even 
nearer to Osborne's heart than 
Jimmy Porter and Stephens 
acted "it with all his heart. “The 
cleverest portrait I have seen of 
a certain kind of neurotic 
artist,” declared Tynan. “Quite 
wonderful," said Noel Cow- 
ard: Laurence Olivier made a 
note to have him as one of the 
50 founding members of the 
forthcoming National Theatre 
Company. 

With his hooded eyes, beaky 
nose, heavy jowl cawing voice, 
and devil-may-care delight in a 
profession which gave him scope 
for being larger than life and 
twice as exuberant, Stephens did 
not win universal praise as a 
charmer. Nor was it in his na- 
ture to play for sympathy. 
Stephens was an off-beat actor, 
and rather heavy-handed with it. 

Indeed that 'was obvious in 
Coward's somewhat heavy- 
handed 1959 version of Fey- 
deau. Look after Lulu , which 
had rather oddly got into the 
Royal Court repertoire with 
Vivien Leigh in the Madeleine 


Renaud part and Stephens 
dashing about in his Edwardian 
combinations. 

It was a fault, though, which 
he was ready enough to correct 
when a veteran from the pre- 
war Aldwych farces, Robertson 
Hare, suggested that he took up 
daily skipping. Other ungainli- 
nesses of manner were less 
easy to shed. 

Nevertheless, Stephens had 
intelligence, personality, deter- 
mination ana technique. Even 
before his George Dillon had 
won golden opinions in London 
and New York he had shown 
himself satisfactorily versatile lor 
the Royal Court in authors as di- 
verse as Arthur Miller, Brecht, 
Wycherley, Nigel Dennis and 
Michael Hastings. 

But who could have foreseen 
- except perhaps Olivier- that, 
within five years of Dillon, 
Stephens would be a rising star 
with the National Theatre at tbe 
Old Vic in its heyday and even 
in line for its throne? Would he 
have risen so rapidly as an ac- 
tor, without the good fortune of 
encountering on stage within 
three months of his arnval at the 
National one of the most bril- 
liant comediennes of the day - 
perhaps of any day - the even 
more versatile Maggie Smith? 

Their partnership began 
purely by chance casting; soon 
they were cast as a couple 
whose acting together made 
one and one add up to three, 
and in a few seasons they had 
become (he most famous 
partnership in British theatre. 

Although they worked apart 
well enough in the National’s 
mainly classical repertoire, they 
made audiences look forward to 
seeing them together, and 
halfway through that glittering 
decade from 1963 to 1973 Olivi- 
er one day touched the dashing, 
handsome and effervescent 
Stephens on the shoulder. 





The gusto of Heroic acting m Its heyday: Stephens as King Lear, at 
Stratford, 1393 Photog-apti: Stuart: Moms 


Would he like to be one of 
Olivier’s chief lieutenants? 

Could it be true? Might he as 
an associate director and some- 
thing of a matinee idol be head- 
ing even higher up the National 
ladder? Here he was standing as 
it were in tbe wings of what was 
to be called the Royal Nation- 
al Theatre whose great but age- 
ing artistic director was ailing. 

If ever an actor felt greatness 
being thrust upon him Stephens 
could be forgiven for so think- 
ing. Married by then to one of 
(he era’s most accomplished and 
popular actresses - a comedi- 
enne and tragedienne who had 
also become a film star in The 
Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (in 


which he also appeared) - 
Stephens was thrice blest. 

With some accuracy the part- 
nership was compared to oth- 
er, illustrious couples like the 
Lunts (Alfred Loot and Lynn 
Fbntanne).John Clements and 
Kay Hammond, Laurence 
Olivier and Vivien Leigh; and 
playgoers could sense across the 
Old Vic footlights the mutual 
exhilaration, verve and delight 
in their own teamwork. 

The couple were together in 
Fferquhar’s The Recruiting Offi- 
cer (1963: Captain Plume and 
Silvia), Coward’s Hay Fever 
(1964: Sandyiyrell and Myra), 
Much Ado About Nothing (1965: 
Benedick and Beatrice), Far- 


quharfs The Beaux Strasagem 
{1970: Frances Archer and Mrs 
Suflen), Hedda Gabler (1970: 
EDert Loevborg and Hedda) 
and - perhaps their most pop- 
ular and poignant collaboration 
- John Gielgud’s West End 
revival of Coward’s Private 
Lives (1972: Hyot Chase and 
Amanda Prinny 

By then, alas, Stephens had 
wrong-footed it with his boss 
Olivier (“Larry? He’s aB dear, 
darling, lovely boy until open- 
ing flig ht, then it’s just him and 
the audience’’); and having re- 
signed from the National re- 
alised that his marriage was 
drawing to a close, though not 
before Private Lives had been a 
huge success al the Queen’s and 
then the Globe, bringing Smith 
another prize as best actress. 

With its story of a divorced 
couple who meet on their 
honeymoons and faB in love all 
over again only to realise that 
they cannot live apart - or to- 
gether, it was as if tbe couple 
were acting out their private life 
before the public every night. 

When tbe play crossed foe At- 
lantic, Stephens did not go. He 
directed a play at the Open 
Space, in London. He played 
mgorin in The Seagull at Chkh- 
ester and Greenwich, Pastor 
Manders in Ghosts and Claudius 
in Hamlet (again at Greenwich) 
and in tbe West End, a thriller. 
Murderer (Garrick, 1975). 
Meanwhile Peter Hall had tak- 
en over at tbe National; and, tbe 
divorce concluded, the spirits of 
the ebullient Stephens sank 
deeper than he dared admit. 

He went on acting. On 
Broadway he showed his com- 
ic mettle again as Sherlock 
Holmes in a revival of the 
William Gfliette-Conan Doyle 
play Sherbck Holmes, offsetting 
some of the frustration felt af- 
ter the failure of Billy Wilder's 
film The Pmate Life of Sherlock 


Holmes (1969) in which he also 
took the title-role. 

turned to the NatmmdTheatre 
under its new regime m Shake- 
speare (Oberon), Chekhov 
(Gayev). Ibsen (the M«w “ 
Brand k Congreve and as ftm- 
tius pflate. Not a man to let sett- 
pity overrule him. he had 
however a sociable nature and 
fell into bouts of dnsipanan and 

sustained obscurity- 

Towards the end of the 19S0s 
he was invited to join the Roy- 
al Shakespeare Company. Its di- 
rector, Adrian Noble, had, as a 
schoolboy, revered Stephens s 
acting as the half-naked, word- 
voked, chain-dad, god-like sov- 
ereign of medieval fcni in The 
Royal Hunt of the Sun (1964). 

At Stratford-upon-Avon he 
played, despite spells of senous 
Alness, Julius Caesar and FbJ- 
He won the Olivier Award 
as best actor for 1991 for his 
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of note was, -I 

lorian La<fy Antorna Fraser I i 
was her last bad bov- he 
wrote); and to je charges ^ 

bad taste and lade of chiyaIo «^ 

would languidly reply. My 
book is certainly a prece“ en *r 
From, as it were, his death- 
bed, he would recreate on the 
page one of those legendary. 
he5- raising celebrants of vcncij 
and alcoholism from the. post- 
war British theatre, and whether 
the figure he wrote about was 
truly Robert Stephens or one ot 
his even more illustrious con- 
temporaries, or a mixture of ^ 
them all, there was something w 
tamic in his attitude 


er be came forward, again af- 
ter serious illness, as a 
much-admired but younger 
than usual King Lear. 

Neither of them however 
was so much the performance 
of a great actor as of a once po- 
tentially great actor. Their chal- 
lenge and the extent of his 
achievement served as a kind of 
plucky personal therapy: a be- 
lated cab to arms, which the ac- 
tor answered with a stout heart 
and High courage; and this year 
he was duly knighted in the New 
Year's Honours list. 

Whether his racy, name- 
dropping memo irs. Knight Er- 
rant, subtitled “Memoirs of a 
Vagabond Actor” and written 
with Michael Coveney, added to 
any understanding of his art, 
they drew a zestful entertaining 
portrait of a sexual opportunist 
and promising if not tactful ac- 


if not his acting. _ 

And defiant. Stephens defied. 
again and again, all medical an- 
guryinhis last months, bolding 
court in local pubs whenever he 
could get away from hospital to 
chat about his'ideas of great act- 
ing or great actors: swaggering 
and (sometimes) swanking to 
the last, but committed to tbe 
notion that in the theatre great 
acting was ever rooted in the ac- 
tor’s personality. “Tf I am indeed 
a good actor,” he wrote, “it is 

partly because I am not, I hope, 

a dull man. It is impossible for 
a dull man to be a good actor ” 

Adam Bettdtek 

Robert Stephens, acton bom 
Bristol 14 July 1931; Ki 1995; 
married 1951 Nora Ann Sitn- 
mends (one son: marriage dis- 
solved 3956). 1956 Tam Bassett 
(one daughter, marriage dis- 
solved 1967). 1967 Maggie Smith 
(two sons; marriage dissob'ed 
1975), 1995 Patricia Quinn; tSed 
London 13 November 1995. 


Jean-Louis Curtis 


Colonel D. T. Hudson 


.After the Second World War, 1 
was determined to regain the 
Continent by hook or by crook. 
1 arrived in Paris with my land- 
worker's wellies stuffed with 10- 
bob notes donated by a few less 
adventurous cronies. The date 
must have been November 
1947. because the Fust thing I 
noticed was a display of the new 
Goncourt prizewinning novel 
Les Forets de la nuit by an au- 
thor unknown to me, Jean- 
Louis Curtis. 

1 was hungry for French food, 
theatre, ballet and cinema, and 
did not want to waste my little 
store of francs on books. I 
started reading the book stand- 
ing up. It was a brilliantly evoca- 
tive account oflife in a small 
village in occupied France. Half 
an hour passed and 1 bought it. 
and the author’s first novel, Les 
Jeuncs hommes (Prix Cazes. 
1946), which made me Curtis's 
lifelong fan. After the starchy 
British literary diet. 1 was lost 
in admiration of this classic, 
spare, elegant style with its se- 
rious wit and "wide-ranging 
diversity of themes. 

Curtis was everything the 
British distrust in a writer. 
Multi-talented, versatile, inter- 
national in cultural and social 
concern. Yet he adored British 
literature. His are the best 
translations of Shakespeare: 
while his adaptation of Carlo 
Goldoni's La Locandicra with 
its Venetian carnival gaiety of- 
ten graced the boards of the 
Comedie Iialienne in the Rue 
de la Gaite in Montparnasse. 
Curtis also translated modem 
British playwrights: his Hadri- 



Curtis: classic, spare, elegant 
Phcnograph: Hutton Deutsch 

an VJI and Look Back in Anger 
were big box-office hits that en- 
abled him to devote all his 
time to travel, good living and 
writing. 

Curtis was one of the 
founders of the influential lit- 
erary' monthly La Table Ronde 
which started in 1948. The 
name was taken from the cir- 
cular table at (he Vieux Paris 
restaurant on the Place du Pan- 
theon. Every Monday, a group 
of writers including Curtis. 
Jacques Laurent, Franqois 
Mauriac and other like-minded 
traditionalists would gather to 
dine well and exchange scan- 
dalous gossip about fellow au- 
thors. In Bertrand de Saint 
Vincent’s massive biography of 
Jacques Laurent, Curtis makes 
several appearances, and gives 
unexpected insights into Mau- 
riac, “that pillar of Roman 
Catholic respectability", throw- 
ing himself back in his chair 
overcome by uncontrollable 


giggles at his own deliciously 
malicious barbs directed at ri- 
vals such as Andre Gide, Hen- 
ri de Montherlant, Marcel 
Jouhandeau and other homo- 
sexual writers. At the same 
time, these sessions were further 
enlivened by the fairy presence 
of the supematu rally skinny 
ballet dancer Jacques Chazot, 
model for Giacometti, who 
would perform his dazzling 
pirouettes and tours-en-Tair for 
the delectation of the ageing 
Mauriac. Curtis too was an ad- 
mirer of tbe dancer, and was 
present at his funeral in 1993. 

Curtis paid no attention 
whatsoever to the faddish fluc- 
tuations of “literary taste” 
which tended to disparage his 
conservatism in the latter part 
of his career. Bom with the 
Russian October Revolution, he 
was. unlike many of his con- 
temporaries, never deluded by 
the sinister papier-machl beam 
on the visage of Josef Stalin. 
Curtis was not a liberal but 
something better, a libertarian 
humanist, unusual in our cyni- 
cal times, and so derided by the 
“socialist intelligentsia”, whom 
he mocked in his turn in a se- 
ries of “pastiches” written from 
1981 onwards in L' Express. 

In Les Forets de la ruth, he had 
drawn arid portraits of those 
who played at being members 
of the Resistance. (Curtis 
served with distinction in the 
French Air Force, like his friend 
and fellow writer Jules Roy.) In 
Chets corbeaux (1951) his tar- 
gets were the Parisian bour- 
geoisie who had done well out 
of (he Nazi occupation. In La 


Parade (1960) he wrote a dev- 
astating satire on rich old 
provincial upper-class drones, a 
book that infuriated families See 
the Giscard d’Estaings. In Le 
Mauvais choix (1984) he at- 
tacked Christian bigotry. It is his 
only historical novel, well re- 
searched, set in the third 
century AD. 

All this was composed with 
an ironic restraint the French 
think of as “tris British ' but 
which is in fact the proud her- 
itage of the greatest writers - 
Stendhal, Voltaire, Flaubert. 
Proust. 

Yet underlying the mockery 
there was a true concern for 
France and the French as can 
be seen in his novels dealing 
with social and humanitarian is- 
sues, that ted to his being called 
a “pagan Bernanos”. So Les 
Justes causes (1954) is about the 
liberation of Paris, and LeJeune 
couple (1967) dealt with the 
splendours and miseries of our 
idiotic “consumer society”. 

Today in the Paris of the 
“Goncourt Season” Jean-Louis 
Curtis, Officer de la Legion 
d’Honneur et des Arts et des 
Lettres, Grand Prix de Litera- 
ture de I’Acaddmie Franchise, 
is being honoured once more by 
those who were his young 
friends and close contempo- 
raries in those post-war years 
that seemed then so bill of 
promise. 

James Kirfcnp 

Jean-Louis Curtis, writer: bom 
Orthez , Basses-Pyrinies 22 May 
1917; died Paris' 11 November 
1995. 


D.T Hudson -secret agent and 
mining engineer- had a career 
of almost unexampled en- 
durance during the last World 
War. 

“Bill" Hudson was bora in 
Kent in 1910 of South African 
parents who sent him to St An- 
drew's College, Grabamstown, 
and then to the School of Mines 
in South Kensington. There he 
distinguished himself as an ath- 
lete. particularly as a boxer, he 
used to say that he preferred 
fists to pistols if it came to self- 
defence at dose quarters. 

He went to ma n age an anti- 
mony mine in the Yugoslav 
mountains in 1935 and 
prospected in the Balkans Next 
year he was married to a white 
Russian ballerina but could not 
persuade her to come and live 
near his mine: she preferred tbe 
bright lights and they agreed to 
divorce. He never remarried but 
remained attractive to women, 
many of whom delighted in his 
company, he is supposed to 
have been (like Mertin Mar- 
shall) one of Ian Fleming’s 
models for James Bond. 

In the autumn of 1939 he was 
recruited into Section D (sup- 
posedly for “Destruction”) of 
the British Secret Service, and 
in its service at Zagreb his clan- 
destine adventures began. One 
of his colleagues was murdered, 
and Croat extremists of pro- 
German sympathies planted a 
bomb beneath his office which 
nearly killed him. He already 
spoke fluent Serbo-Croat, and 
recruited a network of saboteurs 
to tackle Axis shipping in Dal- 
matian ports; be sank an Ital- 


ian ship himself in February 
1941, by which time Section D 
had been absorbed into the 
Special Operations Executive. 

SOE extracted him from 
Yugoslavia, but sent him bade 
there in September 1941 by sub- 
marine. Julian Amery" saw 
ashore Hudson and three Yugo- 
slavs, with two wireless sets, one 
of which soon burnt out. Hud- 
son's orders were to find out 
what was happening; and, if he 
could, to make all the resisters 
he found work together. 

He met a body of guerrillas 
who called themselves partisans 
under a leader who called him- 
self Tito; they wore red stars in 
their caps and be could soon see 
that their leadership was Com- 
munist. He met another party’ 
of guerrillas who called them- 
selves Cbetniks and came un- 
der Colonel Draz h a Mibailovic 
of the pre-war Serb General 
Staff. He was the only British 
agent who met both Mibailovic 
and Tito; but he was unable to 
make them work together. On 
the contrary, be realised that 
they were about to embark os 
a Yugoslav aril war. 

MDiailoric confiscated his 
wireless set, and he had an ab- 
solutely miserable winter, living 
on little beyond stin g in g nettles 
and slivovitz. Serb peasants no 
better fed than himself looked 
after him and confirmed his Kfe- 
long admiration for them as a 
race. All round him villages 
were being burned by the Ger- 
mans, who executed 100 Yu- 
goslavs for every man they lost 
so ghastly a rate of reprisal that 
it put MihaiJovic off active 


operations for a while, though 
it did not deter Tito. 

Hudson was twice captured 
by bandits, but escaped. Local- 
ly he was codenamed Marko in 
memory of a Serb monarch 
who had held out against all 
odds in the Middle Ages. What 
happened to such reports as he 
managed to send out to SOE in 
Cairo remains unclear. SOE 
sent in Col S.W. Bailey, who out- 
ranked him, in 1942; he stayed 
on as political adviser in tarn to 
Bailey and to Brigadier CD. 
Armstrong, until early 1944 
when he was at last withdrawn 
by Dakota for a rest 

His rest was brief. He was 
flown to London in May to brief 
Churchill and Eden on what he 
thought was happening on tbe 
spot By tins tone, on ChurririHs 
orders. SOE bad dropped its 
support for Mihailoric and was 
backing Tito, because Tito 
seemed to be killing more Ger- 
mans and was tarred less black 



Hudson In CltetnBt costume, 
Montenegro, 1942 


with the brush of collaboration 
with the enemy. 

He was promoted Colonel 
and briefed fora tegmnarssaaoe 
mission into southern Poland 
called “Preston”; which the 
Russians forbade but which 
parachuted in all the same (al 
the fourth attempt) north of 
Krakow late in 1944. Within a 
month, the party was overrun ty 
the Red Army andpromptiy ar- 
rested by tbe NKVD. They 
were held in atrocious condi- 
tions until the day after the Yal- 
ta conference was over and 
Poland's fate was sealed. 

After the war Hudson volun- 
teered to appear as a witness for 
Mihailoric, who was put on tri- 
al in Belgrade and then exe- 
cuted, but was told he would be 
prosecuted as a war criminal if 
he set fora in Tito’s Yugoslavia. 
He returned to South Africa 
and to mining, this time for 
tungsten. He sold out a tungsten 
mine he had discovered for so 
large a sum that he could spend 
the rest of his long life as a 
gentleman of leisure with a flat 
overPmnier’s in St James's and 
another in Durban. He was 
troubled by depression, feeling 
that he ought to be able to do 
more to help his beloved Seibs; 
yet always remained a strong, 
gentle, lovable character. 

M. R. D. Foot 

Duane Tyrrel Hudson, secret 
agent and mining engineer bean 
Bromley, Kent 11 August 1910; 
DSO 1942 ; OBE 1945; married 
1936 Ada Proskumikava (mar- 
riage dissolved); died Durban 1 
November 1995. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

MO WAT: On 1 1 November, Profcwor 
Ales P. Mowai MB ChB FRCP DCH, 
Aged 60 years, died suddenly while on 
a lecture lour in Santiago. Chile. Drcu- 
iv beloved bushaod of Ann ami 


grandlaihcr of Euan. He was Pro- 
lessor of Paediatric Hepatology at 
King's College Hospital, London. 
Arrangements to be announced. 

AnoraiKcaeMs for Gazette BERTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, Adop- 
tions, Marries, Deaths. Memorial sernen. 
Wedding umiwneta, In Memorlami 
slttmM be sent ia writing loebr Gazette Ed- 
itor Ike Independent. 1 Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf, London £14 5DL, telephoned 
in 017I-JSJ 201 1 or teed to 0171-293 2010, 
and arc charged at £6.50 a Hue (VAT extra). 



Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr N. &. Bouton 
and Miss S. L- Tayfor 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Nigel Stanley, younger son of 
Mr Stanley Booton, of Saddle-tree t, 
Dorset and of Lhe late Mrs Pauline 
Booton, and Sally Lind, only daugh- 
ter of Mr and Mrs Harry Taylor, of 
Si Peter Port. Guernsey. 

Birthdays 

Tbe Prince of Wales, 47; King 
Hussein of Jordan, 60; Sir Lawrie 
Barratt, chairman, Barratt Devel- 
opments ptc, 68: Dr Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali, Secretary- General, United 
Nations. 73; Miss Margaret Courte- 
nay, actress, 72; Mr Queniin Crewe, 
writer and restaurateur, 69; Mr 
James Crowden. Lord-Lieutenant of 
Cambridgeshire, 68; Mr Paul Dacre, 
Editor. Daily Mail, 47; Mr Thomas 
Dawson, former Solicitor General for 
Scotland, 47; Tbe Right Rev Mgr 
George Hay, parish priest, 65; M 
Bernard Hinault, Tbur de France win- 
ner. 41; Mr ftiet Katin, concert pi- 
anist. 65; Mr Mark Le Faau, General 
Secretary, the Society of Authors. 49; 
Air Marshal Sir Richard Nelson, 88; 
Mr Patrick NicboUs MR 47; Mr 
Gunther Sachs, Conner bobsleigh 
champion. 63; Mr David Shaw MP, 
45; Miss Diana SfcDbeck, Head- 
mistress. i be Queen’s School, 
Chester, S3; Sir Dudley Smith MP, (fb 
Sir Joseph Smith, former Director, 
Public Health Laboratory Service, 65; 
Sir Arthur Wans, former legal ad- 
viser. Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, 64. 


Anniversaries 

Births; Robert Fulton, steamboat pi- 
oneer. 1765: Gaspare Luigi Rarifico 


Spantim. composer, 1774; Sir Charles 
Lyell, geologist, 1797; Claode-Qscar 
Monet, painter, 1840; Leo Hendrik 
Baekeland, inventor of Bakelite. 
1863; Pandit Jawalhariai Nehru, 
statesman, 1889; Sir Frederick Grant 
Banting, physician, 1891; Harold 
Larwood, cricketer, 1904; Joseph 
Raymond McCarthy, US senator, 
1908; Dame Elisabeth Frink sculp- 
tor, 1930. Deaths Justinian L Roman 
emperor, 565; Alexander Nevsky, 
Russian ruler, 1263; Thomas Parr, 
“Old Parr”, reputedly aged 151, 
1635; Nell (Eleanor) Gwynn. actress 
and mistress of Charles Et, 1687; Got- 
tfried WQbetm,Frrihea von Leibniz, 
philosopher, 1716; Georg Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hegel, philosopher, 1831; 
Robert Whitehead, inventor of the 
torpedo. 1905; Frederick Sleigh 
Roberts, first Earl Roberts, field 
marshal, 1914; Hector Hugh Mimro 
(“Said'’), writer, killed in action 
(916; Marie Adelaide Belloc Lown- 
des, novelist, 1947; Robert Emmet 
Sherwood, playwright, 1955; Tony 
Richardson, fihn and theatre direc- 
tor, 1991. On (his day: one of the 
greatest known earthquakes in Eng- 
land occurred, 1318; James Brace dk- 
covered the source of the Blue Nile, 
1770; (be first London-to-Brigfaton 
car tud was held, 1896; Lieutenant 
Eugene Ely. US Navy, was the first 
man to take off in an aircraft from 
the deck of a ship, 1910; book tokens 
first went on sale, 1932; Coventry 
Cathedral was destroyed enemy 
bombing. 1940; the aircraft carrier 
Ark Royal was sunk. 1941; the New 
Musical Express published Britain’s 
Gist pop music chart, 1952; alter a 
subterranean volcano erupted, a 
Sew island appeared off Iceland, 
1963; colour television transmission 
was begun in Britain, 1969; Princess 
Anne tnamed Captain Marie Phillips, 
1973, Today is the Feast Day of St 
Adeotus Aribcrt, St Dubridus or 
Dyfrig, Si Laurence O’Toole, St 


Nicholas Thvelic, St Peter of 
Naiboaae and St Stephen of Cuneo. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Alexander Sturgis, 
“Ceilings (ii): Rubens, The Ban- 
queting House Ceiling'', lpm. 
Britisb Museum: Joyce Filer, “Body 
Decoration in Africa 0 , 1.15pm. 
HigbgaCe Literary and Scientific In- 
stitutkm, Loudon N6: Shirley Hugh- 
es, “ATfeUing Line: Children’s Book 
Qhistration ance the 1920s”, 7.45 pm. 
Landscape Insttafir/RIBA, RIBA 
Architecture Centre, London Wl: 
Kathryn Gustafson, “Landscaping, 
from Private Gardens to Public 
Spaces" 6.15pm. 

Loudon School of Economics, De 
Gruyter Lecture: Professor Robert 
Legvold, “The Post-Soviet States 
and the Peace in Europe and East 
Asia”, 530pm. 

Dinners 

Bn gfhh Jj fflting Uttioa 
Miss Clare Francis was guest of ho- 
nour and speaker at tbe annual din- 
ner of the English-Sp eaking Union 
Cheshire branch, held yesterday 
evening at Chester Town HalL Tbe 
Duke of Westminster, president of 
the ESU Chester branch, was in the 
chair. Miss Joan Houghton, cfaaizmaa 
of tbe branch, received the guests. 

Chatham Hi nt u g fTiih 
The Chatham Dining Club met yes- 
terday evening at St Enain’s Hotel, 
London SW1. The principal guest 
was Mr Jocelyn Stevens. Mr Keith 
Eglesiou was in the chair. 

Wills 

Sir Michael Murray Hordern, of 
Newbury, Berkshire, the actor, left 
estate valued at £373,597 net l 


Home Secretary’s decision on lifer unlawful 


Regina v Secretary of State for 
Home Department, t at parte 
Pierson; Queen's Bench 
Drrisjon (Mr Justice Utroerf: 

10 November 1995 

The Home Secretary could not 
increase tbe period to be served 
by mandatory life prisoners to 
satisfy tbe requirements of ret- 
ribution and deterrence unless 
there were exceptional cir- 
cumstances or reasons for an 
increase. 

Mr Justice Rimer quashed 
the Home Secretary's decision 
that the applicant, a prisoner 
serving two concurrent sen- 
tences of life imprisonment, 
should serve at least 20 years 
to satisfy the requirements of 
retribution and deterrence. 

The applicant was convicted 
of killing his parents and sen- 
tenced to two mandatory life 
sentences. The Home Secretary 
was required to inform the ap- 
plicant of recommendations 
made by the trial judge and 
Lord Chief Justice of the tar- 
iff period necessary to satfrfy 
the requirements of retribution 
and deterrence. The Home 
Secretary was not required to 
adopt the judicial advice hut 
must give reasons for depart- 
ing from it The Home Secre- 
tary’s policy, as stated in 
Parliament, was exceptionally 
to revise the view of the mini- 
mum period by increasing it if 
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he concluded that the mini- 
mum requirements were not 
satisfied. 

The judiciary recommended 
15 years as the appropriate pe- 
riod for the applicant. In Au- 
gust 1993 the Home Secretary 
decided that the period rec- 
ommended by tbe judiciary 
would have been appropriate 
for a single premeditated 
offence but that, since this was 
a double murder, a longer 
period of 20 years was 
necessary. 

The applicant responded to 
that decision by pointing out 
that the fact that the applicant 
had been convicted of a dou- 
ble murder would have been 
taken into account by the ju- 
diciary in their evaluation of the 
severity of the offences and that 
it bad never been alleged 
against the applicant that what 
he did was premeditated. 

Tbe Home Secretary recon- 
sidered the matter. In May 
1994 he accepted that it would 
be wrong to proceed on tbe ba- 
sis that the murders were pre- 
meditated and accepted that 
lhe two murders were port of 
a single incident However his 
view was that 20 years was ap- 
propriate to meet the require- 
ments of retribution and 


deterrence for the crimes. The 
applicant applied for judicial re- 
view of that decision. 

Edward Fitzgerald QC ( Graham 
Withers & Ca. Shrewsbury) far die ap- 
plicant: Da\id Panruck QC (Treasury 
Solicitor) for the Home Secretary. 

Mr Justice Turner said that it 
was accepted that the dual fac- 
tors of premeditation and two 
separate murders, had they 
been present, would have jus- 
tified an increase in the tariff 
The applicant submitted that in 
the absence of those two fac- 
tors, the tariff should have 
been fixed at a lower figure 
than originally chosen by the 
Home Secretary. The pur- 
ported justification of the 20- 
year period included the two 
misconceptions identified It 
was submitted that it was not 
lawfully open to the Home 
&cretary to fix the longer pe- 
nod if no new adverse factor 
bad emerged. 

The argument that the 
Home Secretary’s discretion 
was absolute was rejected. It 

was contrary to the thrust of the 

statement made to Parliament 
Fairness must also come into 
the exercise. 

There was no doubt that an 
exceptional circumstance, such 


as relevant new information of 
an adverse character, would be 
required before the Home Sec- 
retary could make a decision to 
increase the period of detention 
that would be capable of with- 
standing an assault on the 
ground that the decision was 
irrational. 

One of the main purposes in 
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IN BRIEF 


Utilities deny secret rebate talks 

For* er and water companies last night dismissed suggestions that 
they had secret talks with Michael Heseltine, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister. about w indfall customer rebates. Of the companies said 
to have met Mr Heseltine. only British Gas declined to com- 
ment. Nonveb. the electricity' company, and North West Water, 
denied any talks. Powergen and National Power also denied any 
knowledge. Whitehall sources were reported to have said that 
Mr Headline had embarked on a campaign to persuade priva- 
tised companies to offer customers up to £200 in price cuts to 
boost the "feel-good" factor prior to a general election. 

Banking union challenge for Blair 

Ed Sweeney, who was yesterday elected general secretary of the 
Banking Insurance and Finance Union, challenged Tony Blair 
to intervene in the Lloyds Bank bid for the TSB. Making dear 
his frustration with Labour over its refusal to call for an inves- 
tigation by the Monopolies and Mergers Commission, he said: 
“The Lloyds bid is against the interests of customers and staff 
and would be bad for the economy. It will do nothing for com- 
petiiion. but a lot for the earnings of senior directors.’* 

Inquiry into Airbus bribe allegations 

"Hie Royal Canadian Mounted Police has begun an investiga- 
tion into media allegations over the sale of Airbus Industrie air- 
craft to Air Canada. The Sw iss Federal Justice Department said 
it had also opened an inquiry into Canadian allegations that Air- 
bus paid bribes into Swiss bank accounts in connection with the 
sale of several aircraft to Canadian companies. 

Revenue up at cable phone company 

General Cable yesterday announced sharply higher nine-month 
revenues from the telephone side of its business, fuelled by a 
70 per cent increase in subscribers. Added to similar results last 
week from the other two UK-listed cable operators. Tele West 
and Nynex CableComms. the news will not be welcome at BT 
which is losing phone customers at a rate of 30.000 every three 
months to competitors such as Energls, Mercury and the cable 
companies in particular. Cable’s success has been cosily: Nynex 
and Telewest both saw their revenues per phone customer drop 
year -on-year in the third quarter, reflecting the deep discounts 
they offer to B^Ts published rates. General Cable’s average re- 
turn from business telephony customers plunged 17 per cent year 
on year. 

Comment, page 21 

Salomon confirms stocks move 

Salomon Brothers, the US investment bank, confirmed that it 
is to stop trading European stocks through the London Stock 
Exchange’s SEAQ International and. instead, will conduct all 
its European trades directly on local markets, as reported in yes- 
terday's Independent. 

Uffe to trade in Euroyen 

The London Futures Exchange, Liffe. is to begin trading Eu- 
royen futures, the second largest futures contract in die world, 
from spring next year. Liffe yesterday signed a formal link agree- 
ment with the Tokyo international futures exchange, which will 
allow Eurovcn trading in the European time zone. 


CBI conference: Labour leader’s pledge to maintain low-inflation economy wins biggest s hare of appla 

Heseltine 
attacks 
Britain’s 
‘laggards’ 


Blair earns 
reward for 
dedication 
to wealth 


PETER RODGERS 
and MARY FAGAN 

Tony Blair promised his full 
backing yesterday for those 
who become wealthy through 
hard work, and was rewarded 
with a longer ovation for his 
speech to the CBI annual con- 
ference than Michael Heseltine, 
the Deputy Prime Minister. 

Pledging full support for a 
competitive, low-inflation econ- 
omy, Mr Blair rejected as se use- 
less penal rates of taxation. 
“They are gone for good. I want 
a tax regime where through 
bard work, risk and success, 
people can become wealthy. 
Britain needs successful people 
in business, who can become 
rich by their success.” His ova- 
tion lasted 55 seconds, 12 more 
than Mr Heseltine, who round- 
ed off the day’s session calling 
for relentless efforts by business 
to improve competitiveness. 

The reaction to Mr Blair 
from many business leaders in 
the hall was positive, counter- 
acting a careful distancing on 
Sunday by the CBI leadership, 
which has been under pressure 
from Tory members to take a 
less emollient line towards 
Labour. Sir Bryan Nicholson. 
CBI president, said: “Tony 
Blair’s speech was about general 
reassurance and not much 
about specifics. Michael Hes- 
eltine’s speech was detailed 
and specific about what is hap- 
pening and what is going to 


happen.” He saw this as reas- 
surance that the Government 
was not going to throw away the 
economic gains it had made and 
act imprudently. 

But Sir Michael Perry, chair- 
man of Unilever, after a brief 
private word with Mr Blair out- 
side the meeting, described h as 
a serious speech that deliberately 
addressed the concerns of in- 
dustry and sought to give hon- 
est answers. “To that extent it 
will have won a lot of friends at 
tbe conference, and in the minds 
of many people it will have 
prayed that there are serious 
policies being considered.” 

Sir Michael said that tbe is- 
sues highlighted by Mr Blair 
were “right in the middle of the 
buQseye”, even if people dis- 
agreed with his views. “I think 
he addressed them fairly and 
squarely. That will give a'lot of 
comfort to people.’" 

Mr Blair identified key issues 
on his agenda, including an 
end to economic boom and 
bust a clear target for inflation, 
a tax regime to encourage in- 
vestment and domestic savin gs. 
partnership in limited but key 
areas between the private and 
public sectors, improvement of 
infrastructure, and Europe and 
the single markeL 
But he said that if there was 
one priority above ail else it was 
education, which he described 
as the “passion of my govern- 
ment, and I mean it”. He added: 
“Get it right and a lot else falls 



Tory line: Michael Heseltine addressing conference yesterday Photograph: Newsteam 


into place .Get it wrong and eco- 
nomic underperform an ce as 
well as social decay beckon.” 
Tackling the Social Chapter 
and the minimum wage, Mr 
Blair said: “The truth - un- 
comfortable for parts of the left 
and right - is that the minimu m 
wage and the Social Chapter wiD 
neither destroy nor buila a bet- 
ter economy”. Tbe Social Chap- 


ter was a set of principles rather 
than detailed legislation, and a 
Labour government would 
judge each piece of legislation 
on its merits. “I have no inten- 
tion of agreeing to any thing and 
everything that emerges from 
the EU. But an empty-chair pol- 
icy. which is what we have at the 
moment, is not good business 
or good politics.” 


Business would be consulted 
on the level at which any min- 
imum wage would be set and 
how it would be implemented. 
Parts of business already un- 
derstood that it was neither ef- 
ficient nor fair to pay people as 
little as posable. He also point- 
ed out that a minimum wage 
had not stopped Germany or 
ihe US from being competitive. 


Industry chief attacks Tory far-right ‘fringe’ 


John Redwood’s Eurosceptic 
meeting in the Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre next door to 
conference was attacked as the 
“frenzied fringe” by Sir Bryan 
Nicholson, CBI president, in his 
opening speech. 

Mr Redwood, whose meet- 
ing attracted just under 100, of 
whom several dozen appeared 
to be media, from among the 
1.000 delegates, said: “You are 
all very brave to engage in a de- 
bate at a CBI conference. Wel- 
come to this novelty.” But after 
speeches from the panel, invi- 
tations for comments from the 
delegates, who had enjoyed a 


free packed lunch, were met 
with one question from a jour- 
nalist and a resounding silence 
from rhe rest of the audience. 

The panel sitting on the set 
of Congreve’s The Way of the 
World, a drama of intrigue and 
wit, may well have aired the dis- 
sident view on Europe. But 
despite its billing as widening 
the debate, there was a tremen- 
dous air of anti-dimax about the 
whole event. The fringe was 
clearly in no frenzy. 

During the morning the en- 
emy from Brussels had been 
straining every muscle to woo 
British business and all the 


questions from the floor of the 
main debate were curiously 
supportive of the main CBI line. 

Sir Leon Brirtan, vice-pres- 
ident of tbe European Com- 
mission. had already ridiculed 
Mr Redwood’s argument that 
to join a single currency would 
mean interest rates and lend- 
ing policies being decided by 
underfed officials in Frankfurt. 
Sir Leon said that Britain would 
not become one of the 
provinces in a federal Europe, 
adding:“Nor is it that the 
gnomes of Frankfurt will fax the 
Budget straight to the Chan- 
cellor s office, still less that an 


unelected European president 
will send British troops march- 
ing into battle to the strains of 
Beethoven’s Ninth”. 

Sir Leon made an urgent 
plea for Britain not to close its 
options on monetary union, 
and rejected the suggestion 
that the Government should de- 
clare that it would not enter 
monetary union within the life- 
time of the next parliament. “It 
is seductive but literally in- 
credible to say that we would 
not really be closing off any op- 
tions. I can only say once again 
that our partners* determination 
to go ahead makes it extreme- 


ly unsafe to assume that by the 
end of the next parliament, in 
2002. EMU wffl still not be in 
existence”. 

Niall Fitzgerald, chairman 
of the CBI Europe Committee 
and rice-chairman of Unilever, 
said British business and its eco- 
nomic interests had been dam- 
aged by political divisions over 
Europe. “It is time for the UK 
government to demonstrate 
that it can be a critical but con- 
structive force in the shaping of 
the EU." he told delegates. 

Peter Rodgers 
and Mary Fagan 


MARY FAGAN 

and PETER RODGERS 

Michael Heseltine. the Deputy 
prime Minister, launched an 
attack on the “self-satisfied <* 
laggards" of British industry 
and called on the nation’s best 
performers to help pull the rest 
mto line. 

Closing the days proceedings, 
at the CBI. Mr Heseltine an- 
nounced plans to write to me 
chairmen of tbe country’s l.nno 
largest companies to cnlisi 
their help in spreading best 
practice throughout UK 
business. 

Mr Heseltine said: “There 
are as many British companies 
in the world-class league as 
there are German companies. 
Our problem comes lower 
down the scale where we have 
four times as many companies 
which lag badly in key respects. 
This long tail of underper- 
formers holds down the na- 
tional average and blurs the 
excellence of the leaders in their 
respective Gelds." Adding that 
“it is the laggards who are 
most complacent about their 
performance", Mr Heseltine 
revealed plans to tackle the 
problem with a national 
‘"benchmarking" scheme to 
compare the best with (he rest. 

Mr Heseltine also sought to 
reassure business that the Gov- 
ernment will not act impru- 
dently on taxation or be 
deflected from its current “dis- 
ciplines" in anyway that could 
hurt industry. “W: will not 
reach for short-term inflation- 
ary palliatives. We will not un- 
dermine your competitiveness 
by imposing social costs on 
you.” he said. 

He added: “We see taxes as 
you see taxes. Whatever they 
are called - windfall taxes, 
social taxes, non-penal taxes or 
even tartan taxes, they are all 
taxes.” He said the Government 
wanted the most competitive 
regime that “prudence can ac- 
commodate". 

Mr Heseltine also promised 
to continue to fight Britain's 
comer within the European 
Union and to fight for regula- 
tion and competitiveness 
throughout the EU. 

He warned that each partner 
with the Union has its own 
agenda as well as the European 
agenda, adding: “Anyone who 
thinks you can win over the 
French and Germans by rolling 
over on vour backs and waring 
your paws in the air has much 
to learn about the rules of 
international politics/' 


Head of 
Equitas 
chosen 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Lloyd’s of London has chosen 
an American, Michael Clrall, to 
be the chief executive of 
Equitas, tbe giant re-insurance 
company which is to take over 
liability for all the insurance 
market's old policies. 

Mr CtalL for the past nine 
years president of the Arg- 
onaut Insurance Company 
based in California, was select- 
ed mainly for his experience of 
the US market, which has been 
responsible for the great 
majority of the old pollution and 
asbestosis liabilities that have 
brought such ruinous losses to 
names. 

Lloyd's is facing a wave of in- 
vestigations indie US by slate 
regulators into allegations that 
the insurance market fraudu- 
lently misled investors by re- 
cruiting them when the massive 
risk potential of asbestosis and 
pollution losses was already 
known to insiders. 

The success of Equitas, which 
will take over all pre-1 993 poli- 
cies, allowing a “new Lloyd's” to 
trade forward unencumbered 
into the future, is essential to the 
insurance market’s ambitious 
global restructuring and recov- 
ery plan. 

Mr CralL 51, was selected 
from a shortlist of 26, Lloyd’s 
said yesterday. 

Jane Barker, formerly chief 
financial officer at the London 
Stock Exchange, is to take over 
as finance director of Equitas. 
Both appointments are to begin 
on 1 December, with Equitas 
seeking conditional approval 
from the Department of Trade 
and Industry by the end of 
ihe year. 


BAA faces rise in cost 
of tunnelling collapse 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

BAA, the UK airports operator, 
may face heavier costs over last 
year’s collapse of a rail tunnel 
at Heathrow after ruling out 
legal action against Balfour 
Beatty. But Sir John Egan. 
BAA's chief executive, refused 
to say how much the delays in 
the construction of the 
Heathrow Express tunnel link 
would mean to the company. 

Insurance payouts will not 
cover the extra costs and there 
had been suggestions that BAA 
might seek to recover money 
through the courts. 

Asked if he would go to 
court over the matter. Sir John 
said there was “no conflict” be- 
tween BAA and Balfour Beat- 
ty, the construction company 
building the rail link. “We are 
working together. It is a part- 
nership,” he said. 

He said BAA might not know 
for another two to three years 
what additional costs it faced. 


whfle talks with the insurance 
companies are held. 

Although building work on 
the tunnel has now resumed, the 
opening of tbe link has been de- 
layed % about six months to 
mid-1998. He stressed that, 
even with tbe delay, the 
Heathrow Express was a “good 
profitable project”. 

There was “a good healthy 
gap” between the break-even 
cost of the Express and the re- 
turn on the project BAA was ex- 
pecting. The rail link, initially 
costed at £300m, will take trav- 
ellers between the airport and 
Paddington station in west 
London. 

BAA, which yesterday re- 
ported a 10.9 per cent rise in 
half-year profits to £294ra, on 
revenues up 5.8 per cent to 
£698 tn, expects the Eurostar 
train service to take away more 
passengers next year. 

Although passenger defec- 
tions to Eurostar so far bad 
been smaller than expected - 


about 1.5 per cent against fore- 
casts of 2-3 per cent - the 
amount of lost business will rise 
next year. 

Russell Walls, finance direc- 
tor, said Eurotunnel was re- 
moving 125,000 passengers a 
month from BAA’s airports. 
He estimated that BAA pas- 
senger growth for the first half 
of 5.8 per cent would rise to 
around 7 per cent without com- 
petition from Eurotunnel. The 
lost business was hitting the 
London-Paris route, with Lon- 
don-Brussels services hardly 
affected, Mr Wails said. 

BAA, which is looking to ex- 
pand overseas, said it would only 
enter into international deals ft 
they produced better returns 
than the UK operations. Friday 
sees the launch of Australia Pa- 
cific Airports Corporation, a 
venture between BAA and in- 
vestors in Australia, where the 
UK company is hoping to buy 
airports being privatised. 
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Output prices at four-year high 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

Factory gate inflation rose to its 
highest for more than four 
years in October, but the un- 
derlying outlook for inflation in 
the manufacturing sector 
brightened. Core prices charged 
by manufacturing rose by the 
smallest amount for more than 
a year and the prices for mate- 
rials and fuel purchased by 
manufacturing fell for the first 
time since January 1994. 

Despite the rise in output 
prices to 4.6 per cent, its high- 
est since August 1991, the Trea- 


sury said there were dear signs 
that pressures in the pipeline 
from input price inflation were 
subsiding. Spokesmen also drew 
attention to the fact that the 
quarter-on-quarter annualised 
rate of inflation in core manu- 
facturing output had fallen 
from 4.8 to 4 per cent. 

But Andrew Smith, Shadow 
Chief Secretary, said the 
factory gate prices figures 
should be taken as a serious 
warning on inflation as the 
Chancellor shaped his Budget. 

The markets reacted favo- 
urably to the figures, which 
many analysts saw as encour- 


aging. Michael Saunders, UK 
economist at Salomon Brothers, 
said: “Weaker output price data 
are a key step on the road to 
lower base rates." 

Although overall factoiv gate 
inflation rose from 4 5 to 4’.6 per 
cen t in October, the core index, 
which excludes food, bever- 
ages. tobacco and petroleum fell 
from 5 to 4.8 per cent. There 
was even more encouraging 
news with input prices. The fall 
in seasonally adjusted input 
prices of 03 per cent, the fits! 
for almost two years, brought 
the annual rate down from a re- 
vised 9.2 to 7.8 percent. 
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When profit-sharing becomes an electoral bribe 


‘Labour has already 
shown disturbing 
signs of retreat to this 
corporatist approach 
w^h its mooted British 
Telecom deal. Let us 
hope Michael 
Heseltine isn't 

planning to taKe it a 

stage further' 


M ore and more desperate grow those 

vy izzard wheezes, apparently dreamt up 
at the highest levels, for solving the Con- 
servative Party's spot of electoral difficulty. 
Notwithstanding Michael Heseltine’s robust 
denial yesterday, it seems that somewhere, 
somehow, someone in authority suggested 
(possibly only as an aside) that the utilities 
might want to come to the Government’s aid, 
not this time as the butt of a windfall prof- 
its tax, but through voluntary customer re- 
bates - a kind of privatised pre-election lax 
giveaway. 

The idea is eminently plausible for it is 
«racthr the sort of thing the President of the 
Board of Trade, or his Energy Minister, Tim 
Eggar, might have suggested Whether it was 
ever seriously put to the utilities - those con- 
tacted yesterday claim not - is anyone’s guess 
but it is certainly not something they could 
even begin to consider. 

Mutual back-scratching by big business 
and government is always a highly suspect 
thing; when it amounts to businesses giving 
a simple cash-in-band “voteTbiy" electoral 
bribe to their customers it begins to look pos- 
itively corrupt In the terms floated, what 
would happen is this. Collectively, the util- 
ities would ensure a £200 rebate to every 
household in the country, helping the Tories, 
who have no windfall profit tax plans, to a 
stomping great victory at the next election. 
Alternatively, should the plan backfire and 
Labour win anyway, the utilities would be 
sufficiently weakened financially to make the 


| imposition of such a tax virtually impossible. 

There is a precedent for this - the 
National Grid flotation, which involves a £50 
i customer rebate. The regional electricity 
companies didn't have to do this and indeed 
some of them didn’t want to. With stick and 
carrot, Mr Eggar eventually persuaded 
them. But this was a rather different set of 
circumstances. 

There arc two big drawbacks with the 
latest idea. The first is that there is no obvi- 
ous reason why the utilities should want to 
give succour to a lost cause when there is a 
good chance of the other side punishing 
them for it, regardless of their financial abil- 
ity to cope, in 18 months’ time. The other 
is the more principled point that having 
finally escaped through privatisation the 
politically motivated manipulations of the 
state, there is no earthly reason why the util- 
ities would want to rush back into them. 

Some utilities are already voluntarily 
“sharing’’ excess profits (profits over and 
above those anticipated by the regulator) , 
between customers and shareholders. , 
Though there are drawbacks with formalis- 1 
ing these arrangements - Ian Byatt, the 
water regulator believes they could act as a 
disincentive to efficiency - if the Govern- 
ment wants to go the excess profit-sharing 
route, it clearly has to be done through the 
mechanism of an independent regulator. To 
do it direct - minister to utility - would be 
a process wide open to abuse and ridicule. 
Labour has already shown disturbing signs 


of retreat to this corporatist approach to eco- 
nomic and electoral management with its 
mooted British Telecom deal Let us hope 
Michael Heseltine isn't planning to take it 
a stage further. 

Some cheer for 
cable investors 

npejephony has become the undisputed dri- 
JL ving force of the cable TV industry, to 
British Telecom’s great annoyance. In the 
eight years before the Government allowed 
cable operators into the telephony market, 
the industry cabled only 103,000 homes. But 
in the four years since the rules were 
changed, 900,000 more homes have been 
added. Poor little BT is currently losing cus- 
tomers at an annual rate of 120,000. 
According to the latest industry estimates, 
cable could take as much as 9 per cent of the 
UK telecoms market by 2004. up from 
about J per cent now. By the end of the 
decade, there could be as many as 4 million 
cable telephone lines in the country. 

That should provide at least some cheer 
to investors treading water with cable shares 
since the first UK issue, Tele West, came to 
the London market last December. Of the 
three UK quoted stocks, only one. General 
Cable, is trading - just - at more than its 
issue price, and that is only because it was 
so radically down-scaled prior to the 
flotation. 


With networks now much more extensive 
than a year ago, and the subscriber base 
growing steadily, it may finally be possible 
to expect a return on investment. Certainly 
General Cable, which yesterday unveiled 
results for the nine months to 30 Septem- 
ber, is showing robust growth, with two of 
its three units in operating profit 

It may well be that valuations w hich 
looked fancy in the extreme when first 
thrust apon reluctant British investors are 
at the point when they begin to look at least 
reasonable if still not exactly good value. 
There are a few caveats, however. The 
biggest source of concern is the low pene- 
tration rates achieved by the leading cable 
operators. The industry average is barely 
over 20 per cent. Moreoever, chum rates are 
well in excess of 30 per cent in many fran- 
chise areas, even if belter marketing and 
tighter credit controls are beginning to 
bring the figure down at the better managed 
operators. 

There arc also doubts about how suc- 
cessfully pay-TV can entice viewers used to 
quality “free" television, and how long BT 
will allow cable companies to continue 
poaching freely from them. There is a point 
at which BT says enough is enough and puts 
in train a very aggressive round of price cuts 
to counter the cable threat. It has not been 
reached yet, but it isn’t far off. Still protected 
by regulation from the entry of BT into the 
broadcasting market, and aided, os well, by 
Oftel’s tight controls on BT’s pricing, the 


operators have a very narrow window. 

On balance, however, the betting is that 
the UK penetration rate will rise to a more 
respectable 50 or even 60 percent by the end 
of the decade, closer to the level achieved 
in the US, fuelled in pan by the introduc- 
tion of such services as home banking and 
interactive shopping- Furthermore, the num- 
ber of cable companies is likely to be greatly 
reduced by merger and acquisition to per- 
haps as few as half a dozen. The resultant 
economies of scale will help the survivors, 
among which the publicly quoted operators 
are bount to be counted. 

Power bids decision 
too close to call 

W ith Ian Lang's decision on whether to 
refer the PowerGen and National 
Power bids for regional electricity compa- 
nies to the Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission little more than a week away, 
markets are working themselves up into a 
lather of speculation. We already know 
what both the electricity regulator and the 
director general of fair trading want, unless 
they have radically changed their stance after 
recent rebuffs. They are both in favour of 
referral. Apart from the DTI, so too are most 
government departments, with widespread 
scepticism of the claims being made in favour 
of vertical consolidation in this industry. Not 
an easy one to calf. 


Forge drop: Overstocking triggers cutbacks by European producers, taking shine off earnings growth 


British Steel warns of 
slowdown as profits soar 



£100m stake for 
Louis-Dreyfus 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

British Steel signalled the peak 
of the European steel cycle yes- 
terday, warning that a slow- 
down in demand in the second 
half could lead to a cut in pro- 
duction. Despite the gloomy 
comments from the chairman 
and chief executive, Brian Mof- 
fat, however, the shares edged 
2p higher to close at 159p as 
profits in the six months to 
September soared and the div- 
idend was marked 50 per cent 
higher. 

Mr Moffat said: "The last 
quarter has seen an easing of de- 
mand due to over-slocking in 
customers' supply chains and, as 
a result, a number of European 
producers have recently an- 
nounced a cutback in produc- 
tion to exert a steadying 


influence on prices.” His com- 
ments were confirmed by figures 
from the French steel federa- 
tion, which showed a 2.8 per 
cent decline in production in 
October compared to 12 
months ago, dragging back 
growth for the first 10 months 
of the year to less than 5 per 
cent 

The uncertain outlook took 
the shine off what appeared to 
be excellent profits growth, 
showing a jump in pre-tax prof- 
its from £159m to £550m, only 
£28m short of the total for the 
whole of the year to March. The 
results were the latest im- 
provement in the company’s 
rapid recovery from heavy loss- 
es in 1992 and 1993. 

Earnings per share jumped 
from 6.49p to 19-3p and the in- 
terim dividend soared from 2p 
to 3p. Mr Moffat confirmed that 


it was British Steel’s intention 
to pay two-thinfc of the payout 
attbe final stage, implying a to- 
tal dividend of 9p, compared to 
last year's 7Jp. 

Mr Moffat described the soft- 
ening of demand in Europe, 
which accounts for 86 per cent 
of British Steel’s sales, as “a 
blip 1 and said the group would 
mitigate any downturn in prices 
by attacking other overseas 
markets. He added that un- 
derlying consumption of the 
company’s products was still 
“reasonably good”. 

He said possible production 
cut-backs would not lead to 
large-scale redundancies or 
plant closures, but benefused to 
rule out job losses. Two months 
ago, the company died 520 
jobs after dosing its seamless 
tube plant at Wednesfield in the 
Midlands. 


Despite the slowdown in the 
market British Steel is pressing 
ahead with a capital expenditure 
programme that will cost£400ro 
this year, including spending at 
the Swedish stainless steel 
group Avesta Sheffield, a for- 
mer 49.9 per cent associate 
that the company now consol- 
idates following the acquisi- 
tion of a further 1.1 percent to 
gain control 

Mr Moffat confirmed that al- 
though British Steel still oper- 
ated in a highly cyclical indukry, 
be believed the next downturn 
would be less severe than oth- 
er recent slumps. He thought 
privatisation of previously state- 
owned European steel manu- 
facturers would encourage more 
commerical attitudes in the in- 
dustry. That and a marked re- 
duction in capacity had reduced 
the risk of overproduction. 




Brian Moffat Softening European demand is ‘a blip’ 


Wells Fargo raises offer for California rival to $10.9bn 


DAVID USBORNE 

New Ybrk 

Relaunching the most expensive 
hostile takeover bid in the his- 
tory of American banking, Wells 
Fargo & Co yesterday increased 
its offer for its rival in the Cal- 
ifornia market. First Interstate, 
by nearly 5900m to $10.9bn- 


First Interstate had rebuffed 
the original Wells Fargo bid, 
made on 13 October, and last 
week announced it had opted 
instead for a friendly merger 
with Minneapolis-based First 
Bank Systems worth $103bn. 

Either merger would repre- 
sent the most expensive take- 
over ever between US banks. 


surpassing the SlObn price tag 
of the proposed Chemical 
Bank-Chase Manhattan com- 
bination. It is the hostile nature 
of Wells Fiargo’s approach that 
has mostsuprised the industry, 
however, which until now has 
been used only to friendly 
acquisitions. 

ha a letter to the board of 


Fust Interstate yesterday, Paul 
Hsoen, chairman of Wells Far- 
go, said: “Our offer is superior 
to First Bank Systems’s and we 
believe it is too compelling to 
ignore.” 

Simultaneously, Wells Fargo 
is acting in the courts to chal- 
lenge provisions in the pro- 
posed takeover by First Bank 


that would entail large penalties 
if either side decided to puD out 
Mr Hazen also warned that First 
Interstate shareholders would 
be solicited to vote in favour of 
the revised Wells Fargo offer. 

Under its revised oner. Wells 
Fhrgp, America's 17th-largest 
bank and number two in Cali- 
fornia, would exchange roughly 


two-thirds of one of its shares 
for each share of First Interstate 
stock, more than its original of- 
fer of five-eighths of a share. 

If it succeeds in consuming 
First Interstate, Wells Fargo, 
with 861 brandies, could dose 
many of the overlapping 
branches and cut costs by an es- 
timated $700m. 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

Robert Louis-Dreyfus will per- 
sonally hold a £100m stake in 
Adidas following the flotation 
of the German sports compa- 
ny in which he fronted a man- 
agement buy-in two years ago. 

The flotation, the second- 
largest by a German company, 
has been oversubscribed II 
times. The 27.3 million shares 
on offer have been priced at 
DM68 (£30.56) each, right at 
the top of the expected range, 
which started at DM59. 

Adidas is valued at DM3.1bn 
(£1.4bn) by the flotation price. 
Sogedim, a company controlled 
by Mr Louis-Dreyfus, will retain 
a 30.8 per cent stake, worth 
£424m, in Adidas. Mr Louis- 
Dreyfus owns 24 per cent of 
Sogedim, and has agreed not to 
sell any more Adidas shares for 
ayear. 

■ The scramble for shares was 
not confined to German insti- 
tutions and nationals, who 
bought almost one-third of the 
shares on offer. LflC institutions 
bought 20 per cent, and demand 
was heavy in America, home to 
two of the company's biggest ri- 
vals - Nike and Reebok. 

Shares will be listed on the 
Frankfurt bourse, and they are 
also expected to be quoted on 
the SEAQ International service 
offered by the Stock Exchange. 
A listing in Paris is also planned. 

Most of the money raised will 
be used to repay loans from ven- 
ture capitalists,’led by Credit Ly- 
onnais, who funded the 
leveraged 1993 buy-in. The 


original amounts loaned to Mr 
Louis-Dreyfus. a former Saat- 
chi & Saatchl chief executive, 
and his co-investors, has never 
been disclosed. 

The flotation caps an event- 
ful few years for Adidas, which 
was in considerable financial 
trouble when it was run by 
Bernard Tapie, the disgraced 
former football manager and 
French politician. 

Pentland Group, the UK 
sporting goods company that 
made hundreds of millions of 
pounds in the Eighties from an 
investment in Reebok, aban- 
doned a £215m takeover bid for 
Adidas in 1992 when it uncov- 
ered “serious problems” after 
spending three months exam- 
ining the books. 

Adidas eventually reported a 
loss of DM135m for 1992 on 
turnover of DML7bn. Howev- 
er, the company’s fortunes 
have changed sharply since 
then and in 1994 sales of 
DM3.2bn yielded taxable prof- 
its of DM151m. 

The recovejy has continued, 
and profits in the first six 
months of this year from sales 
of football boots, footballs and 
other sports kit exceeded the to- 
tal for the whole of 1994 at 
DM160m. 

Adidas, best known for its 
football boots, recently signed 
a sponsorship deal with New- 
castle United, current leaders 
of the Premier League in Eng- 
land. Other sponsorships have 
been signed with the Olympic 
squads for Germany, France 
and Great Britain. 


Thumper, Sally 
and Chipmunk 
come to market 


NIGEL COPE 

Thumper the bunny rabbit and 
Salh' the scorpion are commg 
to market; the stock marinil 
that is. In what must rank aseme 
of the more unusual stock i mar- 
ket listings of recent years. Pet 

Qcv^cha^ of -34 out-of-town 
pet'sbops is seeking a lisnngon 
umX Alternative Invest- 
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£9.99. “We by and make our 
shops fun,” says Richard North- 
cott, the chairman. “I defy any- 
one to bring a child and not buy 
anything." 

Cats and dogs, however, are 
not sold. Customers are re- 
ferred to breeders and rehabil- 
itation centres instead. 

Pel City is raising £10m from 
the float which should value the 
company at around £5 Dm. It 
aims to spend the proceeds on 

sq ft outlets by 2003 and capture 
a large slice of the fragmented 
pet sfiop market- The compa- 
™ made operating profits ct 
£20 000 on sales of £45m in the 
12 months to July but has been 
spending the bulk of its profits 

on opening new stores. _ 
Mr Nortbcott says Pet City, 
similar to American stores Pet- 

Co and Brt Mart co^bomne 

the pet equivalent of Tbys R Us, 



The creepy alternative: A tarantula 'starter kit* from 
Pot City costs £32.99 Photograph: Planet Earth 


a “category killer’' that be- 
comes the destination shop for 
pet provisions. The UK pet 
market is worth £3bn a year and 
there are around 600 indepen- 
dent pet shops. 

Pel City was founded in 1989 
by Rqger Fedder, now chairman 
of Clark's Shoes and Giles 
Clarke, Pet (Sty’s chief execu- 
tive, who founded Majestic 
Wine Warehouses. Mr North- 
con founded Dodge City (the 
DIY chain that was later re- 
named B&Q) which he sold to 
Kingfisher in 1981 for £20m. 


“The pet market reminds me of 
the DIY market in the 1970s 
'Mien there were no really big 
players” he says. However, the 
group will have to overcome 
strict planning regulations on 
out-of-town developments if it 
is to reach its expansion target. 

Retail analysts were with- 
holding judgement on the 
chain's prospects. “1 suppose 
people migh t drive out of town 
if they can get things cheaper for 

their pets,” one said. “But do 
ge^k^Mmparison-shop for 
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House sheds 450 jobs at Davy 


JOHN SHEPHERD 
Trafalgar 
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Stockton and 75 at Sheffield. 
ThCTcare Plans to i^loca^ up 
to 200 of the 430 staff at Poole, 
although the company expects 
only Shirty more ^“1 100 to 
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The financial costand 
at Davy, however. 


released next month. Investors 
saw . little in yesterday’s an- 
nouncement to change their 
negative views on Trafalgar, 
winch is 26 per cent-owned by 
Hongkong Land. The de- 
pressed share price eased (U5p 
to 23 -5p. 

Michael Foster, chief execu- 
tive of Davy, said; "It was es- 
sentia] to take action to secure 
the future of the business.” 

He added that in recent years 
Davy’s cost base and operating 
structure had become inappro- 
priate to the “highly competi- 


tive environment in which it 
operated”. 

AS the redundancies atPboie 
are full-time employees. The 
site principally undertakes de- 
sign work for aluminium and 
steel rolling milk Current work 
will be transferred to Stockton. 

A spokesman said that com- 
petitive tendering world-wide 
for design work had become in- 
tense, particularly from German 
companies “who have been 
more successful than us”. Davy 
bad not won enough work “to 
covex costs.” 
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Why BAA needs to spread its wings 


Bflft: at a glance 


■ «is 199405 1«S/M 

Rw-Year reeort 1333 im .■'f'SS, 


BAA’s results underlined the need 
for ibe UK airports operator to 
spread its wings to other parts of the 
world It is not that the numbers were 
poor, but they did show the first signs 
of slowdown and highlighted the 
dangers of being exposed to the va- 
garies of one pretty mature market. 

Pre-tax profits at half-way. up 
10.9 per cent to £294m. were a shade 
cm the low side and boosted by £9m 
worth of property disposals, as well 
as a higher rale of interest capitali- 
sation, at £27m, than the market had 
expected. 

The good news - apart from the 
10 per cent dividend rise - was that 
the retail division continues to grow, 
with revenues up 5.8 per cent to 
£698m. Innovative marketing and the 
opening of new shopping outlets 
meant that income per passenger 
now averages £4.10. up from £3.96. 
Perfume sales from BAA's airports 
account for 20 per cent of the UK 
market, and a siring of beauty cen- 
tres is planned. 

Passenger numbers in the first half 
rose 5.8 per cent, but the poor char- 
ter market for Mediterranean holi- 


days and competition from the 
Eurostar train service took their tolL 
April’s passenger growth was 
11.6 per cent, but has slowed each 
month, ending with a 3.4 per cent 
increase in September. 

Passenger numbers picked up 
slightly in October and BAA still be- 
lieves it is on course for annua] 
growth of 5-6 per cent, which looks 
achieveable given the 8 or 9 percent 
growth its largest customer, British 
Airways, is producing. 

But other domestic pressures re- 
main, such as delays to the possible 
construction of a new terminal at 
Heathrow': and the collapse of the 
Heathrow Express tunnel always 
raises concerns about additional 
costs to BAA. 

Future growth hinges largely on 
international expansion, and here 
progress is slow*. BAA has secured 
management control of Indianapolis 
airport in the US, but hopes of tak- 
ing over some of Australia’s priva- 
tised airports are on hold while the 
government settles political in- 
fighting. 

Full-year profits of about £430m 


would give earnings of 31.5p, and a 
forward multiple of around 15. 

The premium reflects BAAs long- 
term growth prospects, but that 
leaves it open to further hiccups. 
High enough. 

British Steel 
gloom justified 

It is tempting to look at British 
Steel’s almost fourfold increase in 
half-year pre-tax profits, 50 per 
cent dividend increase, prospective 
7.9 per cent yield and forward 
price/earnings multiple of 4 and draw 
the conclusion that the market has 
overdone the gloom in knocking the 
shares 16 per cent off their recent 
high in less than two months. 

Tempting, that is, until you look 
dosely at the chairman Brian Mof- 
fat's statement about second-half 
trading and realise that while the Eu- 
ropean steel market is not headed 
for free fail the best that can be ex- 
pected is a two-year plateau before 


recession sets in, perhaps in 1998. 
How often has an over-stocking 
blip, laughed off by over-confident 
company bosses, been the precursor 
of a full-blooded downturn? 

Plainly, we are headed for the top 
of the steel cycle, even if more op- 
timistic analysts believe this time wfll 
be a long flat peak followed by a less 
than usually severe slump thanks to 
the structural changes that have ac- 
companied the move of much of the 
European industry from tbestate to 
the private sector. 

That is the assumption lying be- 
hind British Steel's rapid accelera- 
tion of its capital expenditure progr- 
amme, which at £400m this year 
matches the high rates of the late 
1980s. Not everyone is as confident 
as Mr Moffat that late 1996 will be 
seen as the optimum time in the cy- 
cle for die company's Tuscaloosa 
plant in the US to come on stream. 

It is a peculiarity of stock markets 
that the time to be most cautious 
about a share is when the numbers 
are moving smartly in the right di- 
rection, but the sub-text of the 
chairman’s comments is worrying. A 


yield of almost 8 percent is no good 
rf the capital vahie Of the shares falls 
even a small amount. Time to sett. 

Sidlaw feeling 
the squeeze 

This year’s profits collapse at Sidlaw 
^earstovmdkatethcsewhoqnes- 

tin yyvl ahifay tr» treralfe 

the £7 9m acquisition of Court- 
adds* packaging interests two years 
ago-That deal doubled the are of the 
company, fuming a small Scottish 
mmr-conglomerate into one of 
Europe’s top five flexible packaging 
groups. 

Bat since then the industry has 
been squeezed between soaring raw 
material costs and price deflation 
from its mainly food indastry 
customers. The resulting pain 
apparent in Sidlaw’s first-half results 
bas continued into the second. 

Pre-tax profits more than halved, 
from £I4.7m to £7-27m in the 12 
months to September. After a one- 
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off£5-24m loss on the disposal of the 

and^e^£2. 14m cost of the ratio- 
nalisation of the Courts ul ds oper- 
ation. Sidlaw slumped into the red. 

Despite its effect on margins, 
manage ment has jpersisted with a 
strategy of increasing market share. 
At the same rime it has had to cur- 
tail capital investment promised 



1991 92. \ .93 


after last year’s £23.7m rights tssue 
to rein in gearing to 62 per cent. 

The shares, up 7p to 155p, stand 
od a prospective multiple of around 

17 if profits top £8ra thrs year. Share- 
holders who heeded cash calls at 275p 

and ISGp since 1993 must hope re- 
cent buying from the aggressive in- 
vestor PDEM might herald better 
rimes, or a takeover, or both. 
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A leech could answer questions that 
defeat the finest minds in business. A 
microbe, or even a fungus, could develop 
a process your R & D department long 
ago dismissed as impossible. 

By using biotechnology - that’s applying 
biology to industrial processes - companies 
have found better, more cost effective 
ways of solving industrial problems. 

Brewers and cheesemakers use it. So 
do food and pharmaceutical companies. 
And don't be surprised if some of your 
competitors are getting in on it, too. 

That’s why the DTI is launching the 
Biotechnology Means Business Initiative 
and committing millions to help companies 
reap the benefits. 

The BMB Helpline gives you free 
confidential access to over one hundred 
expert s. Through one of these you'll be 
able to explore exactly how your company 
can benefit. 

And it has details of two thousand British 
suppliers of biotechnology products, 
processes and services to help you use 
the expert's recommendations to your 
best advantage. 

There’s also a nationwide pro- 
gramme of Biotechnology Means 
Business seminars, workshops 
and helpful literature. 

For details and for your introductory 
literature pack, clip the coupon or 
call the BMB Helpline now - and make 
sure the parasites work for you. 

BMB HELPLINE 

0800 432100 


Please send me more information: 

Name 

TWe 


Company 

Business type 

Number of employees 
Address : 


.Postcode 


IND4 


W no. - _ ■ 

Please return to: 

BMB Initiative, PO Box 83, Didcot, Oxon OX11 OTJ. 


INITIATIVE 


IN J-JRIEF 


Carr’s Milling shares rise on results 

Shares in Carr’s Milling, the agriculture, milling and engineer- 
ing group, jumped 15p to 300p yesterday when it announced near- 
doubled profits for the year to September, fte-tax profits leapt 
from £1.6m to £3m on sales up 14 per cent at £84.7m. The sev- 
en farm machinery branches produced record profit levels and 
fertilizer sales were also strong. Robertsons Bakers and the Dick- 
inson Coffee Houses business were both sold during the year. 

Cranswfck lifts profits to £1.46vn 

Cranswick. the animal feed manufacturer, increased pre-tax prof- 
its by 11 percent to £1. 46m in the six months to September. Sales 
were up 18 per cent to £66m. The agribusiness division performed 
well in the first half and a new piglet feed factory was commis- 
sioned during the summer. Rising raw material prices are being 
dawed back though cost efficiencies rather than higjher selling prices. 

£32m property buy by Green 


erty from Standard Life in a joint venture with GE Capital The 
portfolio produces £42m.a year in rent and consists principally 
of five industrial estates in London. 

House of Fraser director appointed 

House of Fraser, the department store group that indudes Army 
& Navy and Dickins & Jones, has appointed Rebecca Sharp as 
group merchandise director. Ms Sharp, 46, was previousfy senior 
vice-president and general merchandise manager at Neman 
Marcus, the Dallas-based group of department stores. 
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Nigeria fuels 
prospect of 
a sharp fall 
in oil price 



ECONOMIC VIEW 


HAMISH McRAE 


S uspension from the Com- 
monwealth is one thing; an 
oil embargo is something else. 
The first was easy and swift to 
accomplish for it simply re- 
quired a vote, and there are few 
costs imposed on the other 
Commonwealth members. The 
second would also only require 
a vote, though at the UN rather 
than the Commonwealth, but to 
make it effective would need a 
high degree of agreement by all 
the large consumer; of oil. It is 
a pure political judgement 
whether that consensus exists. 

We will see. Meanwhile there 
is an economic judgement to be 
made: what impact might pos- 
sible sanctions against Nigeria 
have upon its oil exports? It 
matters because the outrage at 
Nigeria's action coincides with 
great tension in the oil market. 
Pul at its simplest, the dear pos- 
sibility facing the delegates at 
next week's Opec meeting is 
that the oil price might fall 
sharply. If that were to happen. 
Nigeria would one of the main 
causes of the collapse. 

The oil story runs like this. 

The key is how 
restrained 
Opec will be in 
its production 

Since the last Opec meeting in 
June the oil price has been stuck 
in the S17-S18 range. Low irs 
stocks and higher demand have 
balanced higher production 
from non-Opcc producers. 
Looking ahead, consumption 
will creep up, but so too will 
non-Opec supplies. The key 
therefore is how restrained 
Opcc will be in its production, 
and whether Iraq will disrupt 
the market with another 
embargo-busting oil sale. 

In recent months two main 
Opec members have pumped 
above their quotas, Venezeula 
and Nigeria. (In addition Sau- 
di Arabia has been producing 
more for winter storage, but this 
is not counted as supply until it 
is sold.) To hold oil prices in 
their present raDge, therefore, 
requires not just a continuation 
of present production, but for 
Venezeula and Nigeria to cut 
back and for Saudi Arabia to 
drop production as it runs down 
the winter stockpile. 

The judgement of many oil 
analyst*: for some weeks has 
been that the oil pike might fall 
out of its present trading range. 
For example, writing ahead of 
the executions in Nigeria, JP 
Morgan in New York was warn- 
ing of a 50/50 chance of just such 
a fall. Its judgement has been 
that without cuts by Venezuela 
and Nigeria the rest of Opec 
would increase production, 
however strong the rational 
case for holding back supply to 
shore up the price. Its estimates 
of the supply/dcmand balance 
for Opec crude (world con- 
sumption less non-Opec pro- 
duction) is shown in the charts. 

If Opec next week cannot 
persuade its members not to 
cheat on their quotas, the only- 
issue is bow higher production 
is accomplished. A unilateral in- 
crease by the countries which 
have lost most market share 
(those who have adhered most 
closely to their quotas) could 
push prices below the Sin point 
before some recovery took 
place: an organised quota in- 
crease agreed at the meeting, on 
the other hand, would result in 
a fall to perhaps $16 a barrel. 
If, looking further ahead. Iraq 
negotiatessome deal the pnee 
would be weaker still. 

This 50/50 outlook is un- 
doubtedly changed by Ure 
Nigerian executions. In the 

Imp term there is the possibil- 


ity. no more at this stage, of an 
oil embargo on Nigeria. Were 
that to happen, it would of 
course underpin the price in just 
the same way that Iraq's exclu- 
sion bom the world ou market 
has done. In the short term, 
however, the hostile world re- 
action to the executions may en- 
courage Nigeria to increase its 
production - to over-produce to 
an even greater extent than at 
present That oQ wQI find its way 
on to the world market what- 
ever the reaction of Western 
consumers. Other Opec mem- 
bers, already angry at Nigeria, 
will be in little mood to ac- 
commodate it now. 

Let's accept as a starting 
point that JP Morgan position 
of a 50/50 chance of a sharp fall 
in the price. The balance of 
probability therefore seems to 
me to have shifted further 
towards a fall. The profile of 
that decline is hard to call, but 
if this argument is right it is now 
oddsron that the oil price will 
be, say. 10 per cent lower next 
spring than it is at present. 

This may well coincide with 
a similar fall in commodity 
prices. Non-oil commodity 
prices reached a peak in Feb- 
ruary this year and have come 
back about 5 per cent on aver- 
age since then. Softer-than- 
expected growth in the OECD 
countries wfl] hold back prices 
further. 

Some calculations by HSBC 
Markets suggest a further fall of 
10 percent between now and the 
end of next year. Even if growth 
does pick up. HSBC still expects 
some fall, and this despite a rise 
in demand from non-OECD 
countries. .... 

Put these trends in the oil 
market and the commodity mar- 
kets together and the surprises 
seem likely 10 be on the down- 
side. Result: lower world infla- 
tion next year than is currently 
factored into world markets. 

What might upset this? 

There seem to be two main 
unknowns. First and most ob- 
vious is the reaction to the 
Nigerian executions. If an oil 
embargo were agreed and if it 
were supported by reasonable 
discipline among the other 
Opec members (so that they did 
not swiftly “use up” Nigeria's 
quota), then it is quite hard to 
see the fall in the price sug- 
gested above. 

But as non-Opcc supply in- 
exorably increases and the Opec 
share of the market is com- 
pressed. it is equally hard to see 
a surge in the price sufficient to 


These trends 
could result in 
lower inflation 
next year 


generate a sharp rise in world 
inflation. And eventually Nige- 
ria would return to the fold, as 
will some day Iraq. 

The second unknown is the 
demand on all commodities, 
including oil. from rapid eco- 
nomic growth in East Asia. 

The region is resource-poor, 
and there is no sign yet of 
growth tailing off. Wc are talk- 
ing about at least another gen- 
eration of very rapid growth 
before it pulls hack to the 2-3 
per cent growth rates of Eu- 
rope and North America. So 
there will be a strong under- 
lying demand for resources, 
which may eventually reverse 
the long decline in commodi- 
ty prices. 

But this is all u lung way off. 
In the next few months the bal- 
ance of probability is for lower 
oil and commodity prices, and 
that equation was tilted a little 
further by the sad events in 
Nigeria last week. 
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Tony Blair’s royal walkabout 
at the Confederation of - 
British Industry bam dance 
had Walworth Road watchers 
puzzling over the political 
message behind it 

Meandering around the 
exhibitions, the Lab our 
leader's visit to the Rover 
stand (proprietor BMW) was 
swiftly followed by one to the 
Engineering Employers Fed- 
eration, the Department of 
Education and Employment, 
British Rail’s London devel- 
opment unit and a firm of 
consultants. All standard 
stuff. 

But then came the Royal 


Society of Sculptors 1 
sculpture to business) 
Lambeth Council, which has 
set up shop with the Boston 
Project- Heather Rabatts, . 
chief executive of Lambeth, 
once the looniest left coun- 
c3, was braving the lion's den 
with Bernadette Marjoram, 
chief executive of Brixtcm 
Challenge. 

Then it was to the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 

Birds’ butterfly conservation 

project stand, f 


saymgheUo 
to the British American 
Business Council, the Mrfun- 


VJctor Obugu: Adding another prop to business interests 


To the King's Road tonight for cocktails with Victor 
Ubogn, the rhinoceros of a bon vtwnr, who plays rugby for 
England. The 16-stone forward has persuaded City Index to 
sponsor his sports baq Shoeless Joe's, in r et urn for allowing 
spread betting into his emporium. The f ™ mpiaI bookmakers 
are particularly excited by this initiative. City Index text 
screens will provide constantly updating betting prices while 
revellers watch live matches on the bar’s Super screen. 

Mr IJbogu is inviting the toning South Africans to tim up 
ahead of Saturday’s international against England - presnm- 
abty on the grounds that tf we don't beat them on the pitch vre 
ran at least ruin them financially. 


teer Reserve Forces and a 
brief word with Michael Iter- 
iy of Unilever on the way 
out. Mate of.it what you wflL 

Robosttydefeoding bk con- 
troversial deal with BTs Sir 
Iain Vaflance to 
lie access to the 1 
superhighway Mr Blair was . 
rudety interrupted by the in- 
evitable mobile telephone, 
which, jangled into, fife some- 
where in the audience. 

“That may be the chair- 
man of BT on tiie phone 
there - 1 hope 1 got .this 
Ti ght, " quipped Mr Blair. 

Another myth shattered. 
Barings, the merchant bank 
that once turned down a po- 
tential employee “because 
his tie looked too complicat- 
ed" reveals that it is not the ~ 
Oxbridge enclave that has 
been thought Three-quar- 
ters of the bank did not go to 
the universities, a Barings - - 
source claims, offering the 
dearest mdicatian as to why 
the Gazeoove talks failed. 


Not safety in the bosom 
of the Dutch, the bank in- 
tends ^introduce the most 
efficient, low-cost settlement 
system ever. One was under 
the impression that it had al- 
ready achieved this -they 
don’t come much cheaper 
than Nick Leeson’s one-man 
.settlement system. 

Much admired by executives 
viating the West Coast (it 
has a fax machine in 1 
room) there has neverthe 
been something not quite 
right about the Beverly 
Prescott Hotel And we are 
not talking about the Jerry 
Garcia suite, which houses 
some of the musician’s drug- 
induced works of art Rather 
h is the frequent appearance 
of guests who look tike they 
have been subjected to un- 
speakable violence. 

Afl can be revealed at last. 
According to local taxi dri- 
vers the sixth floor of the ho- 
tel houses a rehabilitation 
wing for patients recovering 
from cosmetic surgery. 


Improving business performance. 
A few helpful ideas from Mercury. 


PERCENT OFF 


An office chair. 


N — — ---* 



X. Cut out office chairs. 


Encourages shorter meetings. 

Lends new meaning to the term ‘standing committee*. 
Limits expensive wear and tear on carpets and floors. 
Chairs promote an illusionary sense of well being. 
Complacency is the enemy of industry. 
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2. Achieve maximum performance with Mercury BusinessDay. 

• A new telecoms package designed to save the small to 
medium size business money during the working day. 

• Introductory 30% off UK long distance calls. 

• Very competitive rates on long distance and 
international calls. 

• Special rates for calls to mobile phones. 

• 24 hour FreeCall customer service. 

• Fully itemised bills for management control. 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER. 

Join now* and get 30% off 
UK long distance calls. 

The sooner you join the more you save. 
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A pie chart. (30% removed) 



A MERCURY 

# wKdpr COMMUNICATIONS 

it's your choice 

0Z A MEMBER Of THE CABLE & WIRELESS FEDERATION 


To benefit from this offer for at least 6 months you must Join * before 31 January .1996. For an InforaiatioiLpaek complete your details and send them to 
Mercury Communications Ltd, FREEPOST MR 9564, PO Box 49, Wytbenshaw, Manchester M22 56E. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Initials Surname 


Company name 


JobTitle 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel Ho 
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Tbobs & CoiHliliws. *S»bj«l to slates and Marcarjr terms and ccfldlHeBS. Discsoats are a«lasf Mfirwry Bwto«s8ay Baste rates. £10 autal servfce charge at £%Bfl^fM(W)fbte4Hrierfy to atones) JUI pins mtative If Ilf 
The 30% discount applies until 31 toly 199S.Mercarjr Canmiteiflus LM. New llerwry Haase, 26 Red Uoi Square, LirfsnWCIR 4BQ, 
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market re port/shares _ 

Talk of swoop on Woolwich leads to a ran on 


banks 


TAKING STOCK 



ft-se 100 

3.536.8 + 13.4 
FT-SE 250 
3.897.3 - 5.0 

FT-SE 350 
T. 759.2 +4.7 
SEAQ VOLUME 
683.9m shares, 
29.962 bargains 
Gilts Index 
94.07 + 0.13 


35 r “ which 

sh S lire one of the best- moved into Au^Uantaxdang 
rformia" sectors as the stock in September. Woolwich would 

ihit one of the dealers was spread it needs, 
i J^Lc m descend on Wool- The finance and bank sec- 
Sidl Binldin" Society which, tore have been on the boil for 

-chof,he,^^ou« 


MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 

SGWhiburg have surrendered Generate Strauss Turnbull 
their independence and there made positive noises. 

is speciSaSon that Hambros, Bamtt °5! e, 0 f®21? 
m mnnrt iikmal fin- rained lOo to 21 So and Berite- 





fault. Whitehall figures sag- 
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to the advance. ,-i ,T„ w to Wer crude sf I tassgn' « He has put 

Tr ading , however, was at a likely to tea - Eec { to jo. the fashio c^ner cent 
low ebb with deals in just five oQ P r ^ 5 S^ ss i n g involve- toge^ ® - aJSLgh market 
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pments accounted for approaching a 445 ^iil^rtele. held at 

IBexfce- third of total turnover. feilMp the chemical 

Nicbol- most Ld 6 million shares were traded as em- 155 p J^ a ^«rse takeover 

nrinted and 55.1 million war- group, was busuy ^nahle announce a reve 
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banks are looking ciosciy u u« 
possibility of building society 
acquisitions; so far of the old- 
established banks only Lloyds 
Bank has taken the plunge, 
buving C&G. . 

Abbey National, which con- 
verted from building society to 
bank, and Bank of Scotland 
emerged as the favourites to 
pounce. 

Since its conversion six years 
ago Abbey has displayed an in- 
cfeasing desire for expansion 
and in the summer absorbed 
National & Provincial Building 


National Westminster Bank Abbey gained ISpto 568 p; 
is thought to be on Lhe verge 

of selling its US banking arm Lloyds 4 p to Bljpand TSB ~P 
for more than £ 2 bn and Lloyds to j 96 p. Hambros fell 10 p to 
Bank has bid for TSB although I 85 p. 


. Redrew, firm at British Assets '&nst'«*i^, as electronic group. MarHn sheltoa. * Leeds- 

rumoured to be part of an investment shake-up, c haneed at l 25 p to 1- and calendars 

ing a strike. annotme^^mtenbonayear w}* 11 * L^ndS investment ^SdlSp to 103 p « 

1 materials also agp to coins controUmg In- Next, the retail- g^KEL. Mother 


some expect a counter-offer. Roy * 1 hSiher 1 ^ at° 189 p foIlowuig”the raised £ 67 . 5 m from the plac- peak. a ^ h ^ G ° 1 

“SEC 2 g£-BM: asggg;- 

bs»* mm mmm sses |fewa» 

Spostponeanydeblde- (4.75p); United Bmtene. Grag^on. 


125 p. was rumoured to be 
contemplating a strike. 

Building materials also 
made headway, with Tarmac 
up Sp to 86 p and Caxadon 9 p 
higher at 189 p following the 
management reshuffle. 

The FT-SE 100 index -end- 
ed 13.4 points to the good at 
3 , 536 . 8 . Shares were helped by 


agp to cm ns controlling in- 
vestors stake. 

British Assets, firm at 95 p, 
raised £ 67 . 5 m from the plac- 


presentadon. Next theretau- 
er jumped Up to 418 P* ? 
afer Credit Lyonnais 


Laing said buy. 
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sport 


MOTOR RACING: Time is running out for the country’s leading driver after a bad year for the British, argues Derick Allsop 

Hill has one chance left to climb the mountain 


O ut of defeat, new hope 

is a pflJar to Jean on and 
™ B^ter need ofsu^ 
I»rt at the end of this Fbnnu^ 

pnx. 

*0K U pffiU's^lF W Wa„i 

PCThaps more importantly, his 
stature withm the WUliams- 
Renault team. They now have 
aU winter to complete the 
restoration work. 

Hill and Wihiams have been 

soundly beaten this year and the 
championship, as a contest, has 
consequently suffered. No com- 
bmatron was belter equipped to 
challenge Michael Schumach- 
er and Bcnetton-Renault, but 
too often that potential was 
squandered by driver, or team, 
or both. 


Mutual dissatisfaction un- 
dermined the Hill-Williams ef- 
fort. He felt they did not afford 
him due consideration, they 
gave the impression they re- 
garded him almost unworthy of 
the dynasty. 

The contrast with Benetton, 
where Schumacher was the fo- 
cus of the operation, com- 
pounded Hill's frustration, yet 
the more he spoke about it the 
more resentful and resistant 
Williams appeared to become. 
Alas for the FnHjshiw an erratic 
performances tended to throw 
his claims back into bis face. 

And all the time Schumach- 
er, a smirk seemingly fixed on 
bis face, pounded out his supe- 
riority. He won his second 
championship by a distance and 
equalled Nigel Mansell’s record 
of nine victories in a season. 

The pick was probably Spa, 



The front of the starting grid 1996 


FERRARI BENETTON 

I Michael Schumacher Jean Alas* 

i Eddie livtne Gerhard Berger 


JORDAN 

Rubens Berricbeilo 
Martin Brunette 


WILLIAMS MCLAREN 

Damon Hill Mfca HdWOnen 

Jacques ViHenewe David Coutttiard 


STU. LOOKING 
Johnny Herbert 
Mark Blundell 


After the Belgian grand prix, we 
saw one of the most duzdmg pe- 


Schumacher: sublime 


where he mesmerised the field 
from 16th on the grid. His car 
control and judgment, on slick 
tyres, on a damp trade, were the 
stuff of greatness. 

If the destiny of the crown 
was determined early, Formu- 
la One consoled itself with a 
spectacle worthy of the name. 


riods in the sport for years. 

Overall it has been a disap- 
pointing season for the British. 
David Coulthard found an ex- 
tra gear too late to involve 
himself in the championship and 
still paid heavily for lapses of 
concentration. He loses the 
benefit of the Williams next sea- 
son, moving to McLarcn-Mer- 
cedes, but at least he has a job 
and Lime on his side. Johnny 
Herbert and Mark Blundell, re- 


leased by Benetton and Mc- 
Laren respectively, are seeking 
work and may never get further 
chances with top teams. 

Eddie Irvine will feel 10 points 
and 12lh place represent an un- 
satisfactory return and Martin 
Bruodle's limited programme for 
Ligier-Mugen inevitably con- 
signed him to a bit part. 

Alesi, who made a long-await- 
ed breakthrough in Canada, 
Mika Hakkmen and Heinz-Har- 
ald Frcntzen all presented, be- 
tween the abberatioos, further 



Hill: year of frustration 


evidence of burgeoning talent 
beyond these shores. 

The serious injuries sustained 
by Hakldnen at Adelaide were 
also a reminder that, for all the 
stringent safety restraints im- 
posed following the tragedies of 
last year, this remains a perilous 
pursuit By and large, the reg- 


ulations have worked well and 
the new-found confidence in the 
pit lane has been bolstered by 
the quality of the racing in the 
taler stages of the season. 

Formula One is therefore 
optimistic about 1996. Schu- 
macher maybe a league above 
the rest but he has to raise the 
level of performance and reli- 
ability at Ferrari to complete a 
hat-trick of championship wins. 
He embarks upon the task with 
a first ran for the team on 
Thursday and continues in 
earnest, ‘testing with a V10- 
powered car next week. 

Benetton, intent on proving 
there is life and glory after 
Schumacher, have two possible 
contenders in Alesi and Ger- 
hard Berger, and also gel down 
to business next week, while 
McLaren, it has to be assumed, 
will be the stronger for not 


Cheltenham jumps to the 
defence of its new race 


WETHERBY 


HYPERION 

1UO Retne D» U Chasse 1AO The Minister (r^>) 
210 Moonshine Dancer 240 Pats Mtastrei 3J0 
Malawi 3-40 Magsiacf 


5 «tty. DOUBLE SfWDAHOS (E77) C Parter 7 109 B Slnrry 

6 06000-1 eajK3UER{27)M$5S>atf>7J0 7 

-titacM- 

SE71MG: 2-1 Tbs Uttar, £4 Sat tartar, « Crttfc Star, S-l «y 
Me* 25-1 Rher Red. 50-1 Doobta Start** 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 


Cheltenham occupies such a 
special place in the hearts of rac- 
ing’s followers that it rarely 
suffers concerted criticism, but 
the course was forced on to the 
defensive yesterday over the 
new cross-country circuit which 
has been built - at considerable 
cost - on its infield. 

The first race over the new ob- 
stacles. the Sporting Index Chase 
on Sunday, generated publicity 
of the worst sort, as Leaga une 
was destroyed after breaking his 
back at the bank and ditch which 
is the new course's centrepiece. 
The same barrier also proved im- 
passable for It’s A Snip, the re- 
cent winner of the gruelling 
Velka Pardubickacross-counLiy 
race in the Czech Republic. 

Yesterday, though- Peter Mc- 
Neile. Cheltenham's marketing 
director, insisted that “every- 
one agrees that it was a straight- 


forward racing injury, which 
could happen at any fence, at any 
course, at ary time. Thai was cor- 
roborated by all the jockeys who 
rode in the race, though of 
course it was most unfortunate.” 

At a rime when many cours- 
es are considering even whether 
to persevere with water jumps on 
their chase circuits, it seems 
strange that Cheltenham, which 
hardly needs to raise it profile, 
has invested a six-figure sum in 
the new venture. McNeil e be- 
lieves that the turnout for Sun- 
day’s race - 14 runners - 
demonstrates that there is a de- 
mand for this type of raring, 
which is popular throughout the 
rest of Europe, though it must be 
said that with the exception of 
McGregor The Third, the win- 
ner, and Docklands Express, 
running to represent the race’s 
sponsors, the quality of Sunday’s 
race was painfully poor. 

But it would be harsh to 
write off the new course after 
just one outing, particularly 


since it is an organic construc- 
tion which is designed to im- 
prove with age. Most of the 
obstacles, and the laurel bush- 
es which have been planted to 
mark out the course, are still 
growing and will not mature fol- 
ly for several years. Racing, 
meanwhile, is far too conserv- 
ative to accept any new concept 
in less than a decade and a half 

McNefle does not anticipate 
any immediate changes either 
to the bank or the other new ob- 
stacles. “The jockeys were very 
pleased with the way the fences 
rode ” he said. “Leaga une had 
been over just the same sort of 
obstacle at Punchestown. It’s 
just inevitable that occasional- 
ly a horse wfl] make a mistake.” 
Rjr all the money and optimism, 
though, another fatality, albeit 
co-incidental, in next year’s re- 
newal of the Sporting Index 
Chase would probably reduce 
the new course to the status of 
an ornamental garden. 

The Festival meeting at Chel- 


tenham next March will be re- 
stricted to the track's tradi- 
tional boundaries, but even the 
hurdles course has been judged 
unsuitable for Vintage Crop, the 
1993 Melbourne Cup winner. 
Dermot Weld, his trainer, an- 
nounced yesterday that Vintage 
Crop will not be campaigned 
over hurdles this season, adding 
to the disappointment of Ire- 
land's ante-post backers fol- 
lowing reports of a set-back to 
his stable-male. Fortune And 
Fame. 

Weld said yesterday that For- 
tune And Fame, fourth to 
Alderbrook in the Champion 
Hurdle last season, rapped his 
near-fore leg last week. “It's not 
that serious,” Weld said, though 
his subsequent comments were 
notably guarded. “It’s still very 
early but he has definitely not 
been ruled in or out of the 
Champion Hurdle yeL" Fortune 
And Fame remains a 14-1 
chance for the Festival with 
William Hill. 


GOING; Good. 

■ Left-hand oval draft. Run-in of 200yds slightly Qphlll 

■ Racecourse x> northeast of Iowa on BJ224 near Junction of 
ASS and Al AU MISSION: dub £12 (accompanied under- 1 ft* 
Crvc); TtoMhlT; Come S2 (OAR* SI) (can, incJndqf vpu> 
four adults Xfl) CAR PAML Free. 


RAOTW I 

CHAWCL 


WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Halted (3.40) won *Sed«r- 
Melon Toesday. 

LONG-INSTANCE RUNNERS: Two For One (3.t0j has been sent 
21 1 miles by Miss L JtaseeB from MDnaihort,Tayside; EnphrUa 
(1.1 01 has been shu 174 miles by Bob Jones from Wlckhambmok, 
Suffolk. 


loiftl KEN HODGSON UmOV CONDITIONAL 
JOCKEYS’ HAMMCAP HURDLE (CLASS £) 
£4,000 added 2m 4T 110yds 

1 5140-13 QWN0QCS GW6ER (27) w Tlrrtrg7 12 0 -Dtata* 

2 22110-1 K»BHKQUCap3nMKMHpe^5120^CaMI(a 

3 0520- BttJMOOHE (217) P Bnmn 4 U 9 B Grattan (8) 

4 50604-6 MSBrouiO0U>raJ&rtS4lOU_DJtaeM#i(5) 

5 031251 YACHT CLUB (11) {D)J£jW 13 101 COW {10) 

6 0D-F453 BOeEASBY jag M Harrnon o 6100 EOTBontenUD) 

Mr+mjmoe&tlOa Job nartkapwe&tBat* 

BEXTMG: 54 Mooesltoe Drew. M CfartrictfiGteftet, 4-1 Yacht Onto, 
S-l EaApaoere, 14-1 done taq>, 2M ManjMI Gold 


pjpjTfl TARGET YEAR 2000 JUVENILE NOVICE 
J^wj hurdle (CLASS D) £3£00 added 2m 

1 12 IMUNMSSXMtl7)(aq(BF)MHEasfe<byll5^LWlnr 

2 122 RDr«.E)9lBSttN(2QmWsUReveleTll5~J>IBHa 

3 BOLDTOP BftXfrd 1012 RSftpte 

4 CBMUSA J Mecfctt 10 12 .TQey 

5 6 KBBI DBBMM (S9) J Norton 10 12 _WBy 

6 a n znasGmngioi2 adbm* 

7 H GOOD FUIH J Qum ID 12 NO*** 

8 l£m0NSPMKMW£asatyl0l2 BBanMy 

9 MAJOR SNUGFTT M W EtetHty IQ 12 IDrtecrt 

10 S MTfBIMC (45} W Clrmffwn ID 12 RJchmnO 

11 0 SAXMfUHCrt) CSmm 1012 M Ranger 

12 5HadYS*ataell012 BStamy 

13 SPN«SH5TB’SUWteiMyl012 J&w*ap) 

14 S tmo0U(17JKUa&nlD12 ASSrua 

U 00 CHUffUNENDREMEtm DfM)0lSlD7 — SUtteu 

lfi BfmiM Safi janes 10 7 VMM 

17 < MJ.THHE(13)i6r3MfegeMyl0 7 Pitas 

IB MSSMAOEL0NMHrE3S&fiyIO7 ECafa0e*{7| 

19 IBEKtACHASSE03l) DNdntoon 107 AU«*e 

20 SUMS MU P Hasten 10 7 ICtfa&m 

20 r \ m lnTe d — 

8 ETTTC2 3-1 Deng Mtaos, 7-2 Bojte $-1 Rains Do l» Qsas- 

*o,7-l Stewp. 8-1 iavqen,£IVianc8sa. 14-1 B**yDa.lS-l Mtas 


F^TAn] SEBEL HOUSE GROW* CHASE (LIMITED 
~_irJ HANDICAP) (CLASS B) £6^500 added 2m 

1 2266SP- SJiTTON LANE {186) W C PBrtet 9 11 7 BStaRy 

2 14PU-3 GBSRBEfOXtUMCOlDNDMilsan lOlll—AMaCNre 

3 013413 P«SUWSTHe.(8)CT RCharntnlOlO 7-BiotasafltS) 

— 3 (kf tfM Kl — 

ttanum ne^it lDst Tim hanaksp **>&£ Pals Minstrel 10b 
BETTSfe EMM PSds IftBtset, 64 BeNttW Ton. 7-4 Snttton Lw 


HARROGATE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5000 added 3m UJOyds 


1 &-UP3 IA RMDWK£W (23) 0 {tael 7 110 LWyar 

2 34R&6 M0NYM0SS (10) Ms S SmKi 6 11 0 Md s n U teWt 

3 22 mORMOfCOliiBRMsstvaESdfiUO — FMiW 

4 331P-32 MAIAWI (IS) W BeMB 5 10 12 ASSnUi 

— | ijftciwod— 

BETTING: 54 T*o For One, 6-4 Matete, 9-2 La Faetatafitaao. 8-1 Knoy- 


1 20-1 

2 0-1111 

3 00004-1 

4 30- 

5 322-1 


NEWTON ABBOT^ 


HYPERKNM 

JJJ0 Whitebonnet 3 jOO Mouse Bird 

1.30 Certain Angie 330 Keano 

ZOO GENERAL CRACK (nap) 4JK) Graham Pride 
2-30 Whrppers Delight 


£rwng of the arxL that was first run smeeAsntree. where he was <w the top. m ear- 
ly Apnl and wll Hwe brxitfnrtm on. ladkfli and Lmted Gentry are atsotemerbea on 
soft ground. Gennral Crscfc «es n« n^a last season ano returned w l3nd a rece touch m 
the noMa hurtle over wo and a had rretes on that OteosuwxtetL Lssfing four out, ha 
was not haid pr«sed to keep Mahseod Castie at bay and mere is more it«n a fair chanca 
he could be ahead r* the hentapper. S eia cUoa: LANS00WNE. 


U aril KNARESB0R0U6H NOVICE WCAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £5^)00 added 2m 4f UJOyds 

1 PP54-3 «y ttUEY (17] J Hand Johnson f 11 Ifl AMfi0tee 

2 R2-43UP RnStnS>(43)KHnsl91lO RIHwdti 

3 P-22312 SEA 8RE4KBI (Q (Com 0 CanSon 7 1012 — LKytr 

4 0OTP-1 THEWCSISIMnRQanponeiOll RJtewi 


4 30- 

5 322-1 

6 

7 4SP 

S 540462 

9 

10 608- 

U 

12 (/ 

13 or- 


MTERNA110NAL SPWAL RESEARCH NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £3£00 added 2m 

lARNfORr(33)(D)CFwtUs5116 1 Catalan 

tU65UDff)JOMe05U6 ARo«**(3) 

OU) AtE (19} J Cuts 5 11 6 L O’Ham 

BUTIBSUP JOE (283) D hkhalsan 5 1J 0. tMnfrke 

CH0PWBJ. CURIAWS (8) MHEaS *1^5110 LWyer 

IEM> H 17E0MK Mb LSdda* 6 110 MZteter 

raKCE SKVBUR0 C12^ M Auscm 4 U 0 H Canttty 

RLDTS PfSJE (12} 5 9a(4 11 0 NSmRh 

SOLOMONS DANCS) (USA] W Ha0< 5 110 DBntie 

SWSS G0U) (2061 ttss MMSSgjr 511 0-JOdWdGaasr 

TUM’OLE Mrs M Revety 4 11 0 '!*.«». 

W0aUSRD(777J0l«nfc5110 ^ , 

WELSH IB1(SS8) Mrs M Reweley 6 H 0 — G Las Cl . 

- 13 declared- | 

Kaedad, 4-1 Chopwefi Cnrtalos, M Lam Fort, ' ’“jcTs I 

■ * 


GOING: SAL 

■ EA-0-lumd. shaiu, i-oerse with *)»« runin. 

■ Ban- .Thunw is north of town fft AMO. N«.*wt«n Abbot RaOwy Suomi (eerred by Lon- 
iLnt. PatWinponl fc- kw than one mile away ADMISSION: TatLccaDs SBHO; Coarse 
54. i jtvompcmatl uiKk-r- 1 Us free). CAR PARK: On nib 51-50, remainder Enae. 


RACING 

CHANNB. 


White — 1 r winners. 6P runners. 2IJ1^ -418.14. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: It Dnnwoody — 17 wtnncjn, 166 ride*. 3S6"fc. +51 rUai re- 
l#T Bobb* - -5 rrimwre. 107 rl.Jc*. 2S.4%.-GII. 47: « 20 •dnnew, 140 

rvlcs 1 1 :K. -SO. 41; l> Bridgwater — IR vrinnen.. C8 rider*. 26.14a, IJ.BB. 
WINNERS (N L\ST SEVEN' DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE BUKNERS; Heed For Heaven 1 1.00) has been sent 190 mites iv B 
.. . . v n/aRtf'i n*Mfn (A fllii has bran smi 51 trifles bf A P 


fofi l H.EA.X HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £6^00 added 2m 
rrCTJ UDyds Penalty Value £4^86 

1 24FUP- MGH AUJIIUDE (239) M (T J Ssitewj) M HeaovCli 7 12 0 Bitael 

2 312335- N0RIH38ISW0l8t(213) [IB tRdad J Bart R Hod$s B 12 0 Sttemmody 

3 F213U2- —wn5 0Bjairci99)(D)ISPTnaDGOata-Jones7U9 WUcftrtand 

4 125W36- tim£T0ll(19B)(E( (MHkOrCMite) JNTR1D119 .GUpta 

5 1221-32 DEAHD0{lS)iD) WlCJEB*wS)NKertterari8108 MARbgertel 

6 434U3-3 EVB6NG RAW (17) (CO) fThe GaRlenS Er®rQtf«T«r«5 Ut9 R HoCgES 9 10 7 4 Tore 

7 23MP^ PIBB5effPE6CY(84)nateJMBQnnBdgRft)a8l06 IRwt 

8 Q3W »BOHW»CMnE|B87)(Wl9r«laWJi«()WKWwai02 ATtartno 

-Bdedued- 

BEDWa: W4 Wteofert Castte. 114 Do* Do. 4-l«ta|Mn DNWd. M H* AMute, M Nortte 
nra Sadder, 32-1 Erasing Rate, lA-lottnra 
1394c user OiOf 8 10 11 T Jenia 64 U S King) Son 

FORM CUDS 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

1230 BeKateena 1ZSO MUton L20 Tart L50 
BW Bands Are Back 2£0 Itsmthepost 230 Sea 
Victor 320 Double Rush 3-50 Hatta Breeze 


W.url iror. Lm»-w. East Susses: Wafly's Dream (4.00/ hnfi been seta 51 miles by A P 
jjrrws i’njm Kyre Graa, lUTefontahiy and Woroemartre. 


rrnrtl YORKrROlARBLADES WHO SELLING WRDLE (CLASS F) 
X.UU £ 2 f goo added 2m If Penalty Value £1^63 ___ 

1 SOW BOOGff BOWS! 113) (O (D) ftargOCjM^Sll 12— J) 

- cnsWANCWCfI£BCU3)(IJ)'74iaJ0uHessWMwJi»jne»5115 — AP McCo y 

» >:;?!- P p«OTAIteUlON(l»(»V® JK^IM»rMWri4 115 

9W t-' ABAVARD (13) lt> 6 Hertkrwl fi FnW. 6 10 12- — — JHQB 

I ™ fSuWG 0961 A Bl* B iO 1^— ******, 

5 ‘ HEAD FOR HEAVEN (19) itan - 9^*1^ ^ ^ — sjrnISSS 

c mohdwsushnh«iW0Um*«fi 4 wt- * n .njZ. 

3 : WHUEBOWET (» (The Blue Ch» b ^ Li 

a COLETTES CJJOtCE (237) U A CW»»1 0 107 P /J ,l .V r 

, % 0 ^tELD CHOICE ( 4g (Baeer J w^i * Ne teamoe* 107 Altasta 

i — 10 (rOCwlu _ 

MM A Miflton. 10-1 C W M M n d te Cneefc. 

199* liarJSM 6U5N ftO-an® 6-2 iR 

canw Eomttie se^fl last cwr the course and 

C-J3 Tjrrjnj lor heme i^ i sup wng* l g mi ^ gx# ero ugi and it a ; a tet rt 

,;.s?3rw 13 days a^. A and Boo£e Bopper (seventh) naop- 
j uj.Tpnse lo see Sms*(«Sarffi«A Abrnterttedunui ewenahen ter Persan 

pcstS or. 15Jb and lab worse m a 3m 31 daimer on that same 

V*-.-. rre^r and h» thW to SunmendU S*a- 

w: J. DtcpS'iS eacKfl tBS ^! w«teitQn m March gnras f»m eM*ynope : 
erd 1 -n a maoen njrdte ‘OJ 'f^nlmln^Sw^huKSes last season before trying Ns hand at 
Full Shilling had seme <v tamto lw on soft ground <n a Soj£+ 

i* can rewat <1. 


WHIPPSIS DELIGHT, a game frart-rutner «« hwtes and a vramei tat nmo out last tamt, 
made a successful. It ahalay. fiantebon to fences halMoy ttvou&i the season. The tact tat 
re comas id hand early should gM Nm an advantage mer acme cf these and there is Ike- 
V O be improvement In Km 0wn the few races he has had over fences. Northern Sadfflar 
is a 0*te sort who loves Fwa urats wo seasons ago ware fauwrad by three mow 

test term, but he does seem vulnerable to line out ana le ts cwtae to improrc on »ra- 
ever he does here. At Ltesffir n Mach. Ncruem Sadder was tatang to chMlengs lAsm 
Oddy wren ha fen ante final fence. The outcome was kt ta balance, yet even had North- 
ern Sadcfler been beaten, ho would stfl have firwhed a longvoy ahead of Dear Do. the 
eventual 30+er^n nnw+jw Dear Do a n« a lot better m. buthewg be fi^nmgfiteRar 
two recent nrrs, so (here must be a chance ha wMooma out better of tne two Dday. && 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 1 m outside; nanaiader inade. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for of u> 7f- 

■ Equimeksuriwx, left-hand, sharp un&daiing course. 

■ Rareramsa Is uteb wit of uren on B2Q2S Cden bridge road. 
LtagflekJ ratare sceacm (served hy lomfcn Viewrte i aifalns txnuse. 
ADMISSION: Members 5 1 2 . TaOeraaBs S8; SUver Wng S4. CAH 
PARS: Chib 33; remainder free. 


3 <W GEOUif (K) (17) Dr J Sca^ll 9 D R f-S jm 10 

4 AS MOWY Q7) M*(Cf D CnasoeC 9 0. .WWKvsbS 

5 00- ROCICr IdJDY (37S) P RmTensS 0 *J Adara? 

6 (J WARM 1CARIHJ (USA) (IBS) R ktgtm 9 0 — N QeBrans 8 

7 406655 DOffT HI CAUGHT (RE) (17) Kel S Mc€ram E 9.A Cbrk 3 

8 JUBA DrJSca^l89 «fteton2 

9 30000 IAOriWIEgSA}(24)KCuvmgier>tmn3g-i)BtgBs4 

10 522 S0eBRSTE(12) (Bf) P Lnder89 1 Dettori 8 

U 225806 WttSHJ (RE) (61J W Mur 8 9 J» Harrison 9 

-lldadteBd- 

BEIIMG: 94 Sotarane, 7-2 BMBmdt Am Back. 5-1 Don’t Get Cte^iti 
6-ltitasM, 7-1 Uorty. 6-lJtea. 10-1 Bate. 20-1 others 


ABDMtowesb decent nurtiern the north vtamereuany made a ewer fences before breaK- 
W a blood esssel on rts final owfihfi. He tiw&a lank kr 2&OOO0U rt ta Donc^ar 
May Sies ana that could be money we# spare. 


Selection: WHPPERS DEUGHi. 


BUNKERED POST TOtB: StndJo TUny, Keatente War 
(UL20I, Mystery MaRhlae, Stnaidng Prospect (I UO). 
WINNERS IN TBE LAST SEVEN DATS: Mol Cnnard (2A»). 
Jsraab (2.50), Duke Vateutno (3^0), Fort. Kmn (3^0) aD 
won at Unxfield on Wednesday 

LONG-DSTANCB RUNNERS: Peak fliiO'j has been eem 270 
miJe* by C Fteriuira from MJddUtan. N Yorkshire; Timor Of 
Lten (12.507, Shirley Sue (]JMi, lCtenthrjHm CLSO). Yongo 
(2-50) and Ure Prefect (i50) have been sent 270 miles hy M 
Johnston from Middkham, N Yorkshire. 


OAl WANTAGE NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
"Yl E) £4,400 added 2VD 6f 

144005 StnBMPOWER|4)l»Mir97 DHantMo7 

023551 VMACE WU1« (Rt) » (0) H QmngtiaiT^Bram 9 6 l7er] . 

DEHigBia 

024332 1NEF0R1EMK)CU)CCpr 9& P McCabe (3) 8 

11M360 CAPTUHE THE MOIBfT (10) (CJ H Wteams 9 2 — MWsS 
020564 ASDIC ROMWCBt (BE) (B) G Lms 9 2 — A Wtet*o(5)i 

60000 AABBlRJKr U1)P 0*9 2 TQteeiG 

121616 TMES0fHMS(KE)(8)(0)M^an92 C Ratter M 

125451 MM CANARD (QgEQB Peat* 9 0(7a)— PfesseyfB U 
06441 BSff (12) (C) A JenisB 13 JTMaU 


ID 3041(0 DsamBXISrptO WUJchnEKn8lO DaaolfcKrcwn 1 


o'rih SOUTH WEST RACING CLUB NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3^00 added 2m If Penalty Value £2£48 

1 o AUOW(19(M«sUllaeelyn)BlJeseAn4llO Dtoataw/5) 

2 W* BtBUNGTON SAM (19 ID H Bsort) D Banns 7 11 0 t^leafep) 

3 5222A5F CASPIAN BB1XM (9aJHeatoigoS>Wff«7110 MABftMnM 

4 (KWU- CHANCE K LA VE(aU}(Mte Cent Hotel MtesCftoler 6 110 BUpttw 

5 WIHnBriRchamteMnMsBaaaDlKwRiOllO £B)«ae 

6 WASJOlUMtnNIT^PftaSooJAUO SBarwog) 

7 4,230- MOUSE BMD 0471 (Oam plena D6antao 5 no SWamm# 

8 023000 VB»U3)(PDPuJtentB«M(i8U0 L Kerrey 

9 OOCmNB(CWMereaC*ten ejl510B SopteeMKbal |S} 

BEnwe Ewnw Mouse Bird, S-l m Qttar. 7-1 Caepiee Bateft. M SeriMpae Sam. JO-1 Decte 
tefc Verm, 25-1 steers 
19M: No oorreswane Rase 

FORM GUIDE 


1 405050 

2 000000 
3 000000 


Casptea Beluga is certain to lead and. <f MOUSE B8I0 is not ft enoutfi tor tas ftst rut 
in dmQ5i a year, he could very wefl matmaln Ms poertion frraugmtA. Mouse Bird, howev- 
er, put in two OMd runs wnh Encore un Peu last Nteramber and Ms one poor effort nos 
over a tenor trip at Sandown. Ftdi Qtriver, who missed Ms mended hurdlhR debut m a 
UBamter seOex recsnOv. has a gooo fourth « a 14-ftskmg dahrang hantecap a SN sbu iy 
In Septernbeno recommend. Selection: MOUSE BIRD. 


6 010660 

7 366150 

8 000600 

9 CQSOOO 

10 400000 

11 00000 

12 033501 

13 050610 

14 600034 


BEilNkM! 
7-1 lee» n« 


a] MDDLEHAM LTD STAKES (CLASS F) 
l) (DTV I) £3450 added 3m 2f 
DOOOGPOCMRE) (ZB) W PBurgyw 592 J4H40tm l 
QRBMGOUGHOT(USA) A DWtat 492 _J(MMb(6)4 

KBITS VRliS MStY (BE) (6) (CD) A Moore 4 92. 

Oarty Herts 10 

SR QUVBl (RE) (6) B ftace 6 9 2 .The* B 

SPURRE BREW QRE) (42) Rl) M MCCooreA3 8 13 

JICMtemlA 

SnJtitOtiKtY(22)OUona3813 I Tate 2 

to WM (21) J FteMteyes 4 8 33 6MReM12 

CIPWI5 PONT (25) S Camtann 4 8 11 -Jteao HcKawmS 

FASIW GOLD B9) MUM 3BU AlhtapU 

IOS PLEASE BSD m KCUmnRtamatwn 38 1UI BOp 7 

H0 GW W 0 WASTER BRRRteer3 811 A linrii U 

B£UAiro*t(I31(D]HCDin^l3eiO K)HwS 

TDALRACH ORE) (12) 388 MWbodi9 

PASH(3qCftBfUS(3a6 SHUsterS 

-14dackand- 

teRteena, M RiW teefi. Sd Obodtea Pbal. Sptte 6ri«a. 
ee. B-l Fastbd GeU. 14-1 oOms 


U 500 RI0G(22)S<MaAPnsaat8 7 GJM6eU9 

12 060003 P0REHANUDWO73raman85 RCodeeneA 

13 030604 BALPARE (17) (D) N CdajJsn 8 2 AMadoy3 

14 564564 QANCWG JACHP2) 7 12 IQttalO 

BETTMG: S-l Hoi Cawart. B-l VHagbNatak 1U limes fi# Times, 7-1 

ttatetbepeat, Ataer Rat, 6-1 Time (te Tea, Beany, 12-1 inhere 


LAWOURN HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^50 
added 2m 


1 my3U rmcay our pB&mccperi ioo Dag&4 

2 026160 LEAR DAMCSt (USA) (44) PI P MflchM 4 94 DolBeid 2 

3 331213 Sa*BOip0)P)}LHems333 JIFtaMS 

4 265266 GLOBAL DANCER (2Z) (QS Don 431 A Daly (7) 5 

5 500031 J4B*48(Rff«CliW5<B13Waj SUNbwrttl 

6 3304 Y0UG0 (32) M Jotreton 3 8 11 llta*«3 

-6dNM- 

Bern Mfc 7-4 Soa Vidor, M Prkw^ eat, 3-l Jara^b, U-2 YM40. u- 
1 Qobd Pmr, 50-1 Usr Dur 


r.e can ^ 

onvireMNR NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) ZAflOO 

pool IZTZTw* 6rwc „ 

f It» <l cSITaWANGU{W)!TW«^^ l ^^^^ U j 2; , | Osborne 

! !Sffl^SS=KE===SS 


? KSSS^iSSi® s * BP ^ 

’ ~ Angle. U- - * Hwnteg Bbrtu M PMjbti Trueut, 12-1 

*.-nn.r, s ssjr gw wffl Co' 1 ' 6 “J SSms earn was made a lot 

war,** ^ taL cerate Ande w» 

■jot; f c XeirniH ANGIE "ad cwne form last season and 

when he t*Ho ' 

rreV^eC ir. :r “ nzuMmi Denef *«w where he was left m frort 

U Den.nd and PM*" firet bme. t^r- 

2 ^ 


i Q ori| CLAUDE WMTLEY MEMORIAL CUP (HANDICAP CHASE) 
I (CLASS m BJ300 added 3m 2fll0yd5 Penalty UMue £5^158 

1 54WS3 SPEOAL ACCOUNT (13? (Tow ficrtWC Bevel 9 U 10 BBatifiy 

2 15422-1 ICAN0 (13) (CO) (Hdacn 5Wretsn?i P HoMa 6 11 8 OTbmeyffl 

3 U12134- NAZ2AROt2Bl)|AlfcmsWWTin«r6U7 RP w woofr 

4 /3W2&- BO»A«(62D)fftaRBart»1PNeh*6U6 APHcCOy 

5 mm . BAWOOWNBBLJia9IEncSeaiW)UPw6113 D Oilfe «ta 

6 UP52-6 AUfl ffiOHQE (13) (C0| Haas Mwaeal Sysarnsi A taeortte 9 10 10 ATborataq 

7 3MF2HP- 5SUWHCAMIEf2S9(MyiRsURBud«KB108 BPowfl 

_ j fa&tBcd p. 

BETTMft 2-1 (bn, 94 Bond Mr, M Baantnwa Bft 6-1 Hanaro, 1A-1 Ate Bso», 2G-1 Spe- 
dal Accasrt, Sessaraaetah _ 

1594: caac Wwee fl IP 11 7 Jew 11-4 JN A TartonOoee) »»l 
FORM GUIDE 

Sfx-yBv-oM Bond Air comas hum a stable &flng ai pre«rt and it lcctea strewd mow 
nirfwip the smart point-to-pointer straps into a handicap. Alter b couple of laus Bond Jnr 
Serowd rapkty to complete hss h3l-t7d( attit a decoft* »w frwi) b gxo field m the LBtly 
Dudley Cio, the point io-pcrrt Derby. Whfie he t a hot proepecL this loote B<e turning sito 
a stoSSWi match and the selection ts KEANO. who has aheat(y pttarad himself In the con- 
dmorstw txdstavew Bond jot's stabtemate MarffiD Boy over the couse and distance 13 
rays a®, when he had Spectol Account a distance back h trenL Bring 111b woree m weh 
ta thrt makes it a bn more dlftctA ter Keano. but the gound win be gren mom asong 
today and he wares that. Seteotion: KEANO. 


NEWMARKET MADEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) (DIV I) £4y550 added 2YO lm 


1 00 BORaByHflBnurfUJC Britain 90 J0ta5 

2 40 G0LDKICXBtp)U Fta'SO -J|CM(2 

3 0 HBBIY C00PBI (81) Dt J Scagl 9 0 MRrtanl 

4 2 WON (8) P 0*90 .TQataG 

5 066600 MOWS) HOUSE U® « R HoteBhBM 90 Thee 3 

6 65 TG5UE OF UES (USA) (43) M Johnson 90 W Woods 7 

7 02 BUU>B«BEU£(ltePWaiavn89 RCocknaaB 

8 6 CATCH IKE UGHtS (26) RHawanSB RPerharS 

9 0 VICTM OF IQVE ( 17) B Qg ta 8 9 D Haute* 4 

BETIDlft 3-1 Catch Tba Udria, 7-2 Bcftran Bete. 4-1 Bold Klcfear, W- 
tea, M Has* of Lin, 8-1 Etinerty Frieody, 16-1 otters 


foon] MHXXjEHAM UWTED STAKES (CLASS H 
lr~l (DIV It) £3450 added lm 2f 

1 304200 DUSEDROVian WsNM«atey4 94 M Fenton 2 

2 010001 HK7KHCB {M3(S)fC}RFk»V4 94 AMorts22 

3 531346 StAUEDQRQ (^(C)PWetejn594 ROodaaneB 

4 OOCBOO 1tiBU14U(B9B>9am494 W Woods 7 

5 40S035 LADY MEHRBh (6) (0) M Ryan 4 9 1 A Clark 5 

B 260001 CtTOIMOONraWDUorTB 5 B 13 J1BU1D 

1 500000 AMC (HE) (21) GL Uoo*3811 A Whoa* ©)1 

8 000060 DMCSKSS {Z7)H 4811. M»*»3 

9 006302 DOtfflU RUSM(H)C56)TMfc3BU KFHon4 

10 546065 KANRA.(23) JHetatsn36 11 ,^IWBtar8 

U 240130 BAKB&MUGH1ER(75) J Amoid388 C Ratter 6 

12 233230 WfntS0RJIE(HE)!^DAiturm38B TQutenlS 

13 333000 BY1HEBffy(47)CB5ey386 DHwteoall 

-ISdedend- 

BUTOte 9-2 Betas Danuta. Drafale tab, 5-1 Fort Knex, 6-1 Lady 
H&M4 M IMA 10-1 sated, mm so (BID, 12-1 ettm 


■ ■£= i m *« M PP3 6 10 ifl-— “ 

5 as: 

3 c ^ 7 W7 


jonMBB dw 

j Run 

D Setter W 


BOUNDERES fnetMEDWTE OP0I NH (CLASS H) £W0 

S5LI added 2m If Penalty VMue £1£05 

BAU3B0»Wg>(Mctaag)RButic5114 — BttaSfl 

CAlKJW(Eeawtaa$N«HKn0a4ii4 £Fteea(Q 

®ANHAMPI*E0USteifiKBaiey5ll4 Httaaeedy 

6 J4CPRIWIgWgtafi«teaaPW»fcSll* — APHrCcy 

4 HMAtl9EididiBseMmiteinertte)Nh«iafraw95U4 — H Wg terff) 

Htl(WSroK(rJteain4>sH»teMg5M4. L Haney 

P0UNDta^®R&lg*t)l*5Jtert»aracre6ll4 Rteeae 

BQTNIOtE (Mss Csal Hotel Mss C Hortif 5 11 4 fitiptao 

243- £COIBY(2M) (MakG»rw5) NT«4»>Ca*55114 MHRkneS 

(Y5 Sffl (M B QJn Gereule M Fom) Anflow Paster 5 Mrt te W 

0 Sirorewr(UJ&teJRBa*«aRfii»4ii« ltntt 

0- VWUTSDflE4M(174)(CadeamW®s) AjEmes6114-«— — — WMtertOB 


pTnR I NEWMARKET MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) (DIV H) £4,550 added ZVD lm 

1 0 CHAnEOWero(UjRHaraDn90>. n -RPartaena 

2 P(ESlMN6B>(RQNUMer90 J Stack » 5 

3 0 SBBBGNPHNCE{B83(80)NC*jJ«i90— AHatlB04 

4 0 57UMWm05PECT(U54){20IPCM90 TQetaJ? 

5 645060 Ht5IHWI«nHIAS(4}lte6BSenoera8g__SSartBSl 

6 00 SMUEfSUEUSMktmiBnBO CtatMeteeerO 

T 0 TWraJ)BJDl«ainlta®«nnB9 AMcQoooa 

a 00 IKDWffE)<25}BHfc8fl- *»* 

SETTHGC S-4 Tbit, 9-4 THara, 9-2 Praswobt E4 S-l SNrtey 5ea, 14-1 

Mystery Itettfta, 16-1 Cfcrale Cheng. 25-1 others 


~n\ EPSOM MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
tZJ £5^50 added 3YD 7f 

5D4- O6B»DS«EBK«(U54H404BHft90 MWfl 

00 BSttNT (27) D Cts^oq 9 lOttall 


locnl MAHON HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4 AOO 
added lm 

1 2130C6 DIGPAST (BS) (12) (C) R CTSuhar 5 10 O DB«gt3 

2 608461 DWEWBnMD ®(C)RH*s(ia803? ISCwJ.Thet 5 

3 041310 KARA BRS2E (LS) (D) (BF) M Jams 3 9 10 

J) S IfcCabe (3) 1 

4 200020 UVE PROJECT jra) CU) MJcInsKn 39 9 -Dom McKeoea 6 

5 230403 IRra061Y(9(qWJenu399 SSaadenS 

6 60-tK RB40WN (261) (C) (BF) Loel rtmonekan 3 9 9 J) Hentem 7 

7 42-402 SACUf58eBI(HBWWriPColB398...^_T4*adO 

8 602246 KOMODO (USA) (12) KCUm#em4wn3 96 JHUtbOdSll 

9 442300 HAKUSIOW(n0(B)(I9)DaEflChDBMs793 



JO 20406 WUTKraREr*9U*)AMaow592_ JlC0deteH4 

U OHXXO NQRIH ESX (USA) (8) (Dj C tracer 6 90 £ Dwyer 2 

12 000043 CTWt4LB5TfflD*f»jfim390 PPHnphy($l2 

“ 12 a 

BETTMft 4-1 Reeasn, 8-2 Kftta Breen, 5-1 Date VMentiDO, 6-X IAS- 
pati, W Ruty, 7-1 Ktnodo, 8-1 |>e Project, 10-lottov 


Gifford and Johnson bank on the rain 


' •- tews ERSWO d® j ^ afr JLUwwAw 

U 2I2I2- -0 aWMRj?S^At arth. V fl Mp-~ 


14 4 MlBBSlBl3W(13)SRIQreKB6l«p41013 MARUgrtfid 

15 0 taXW«WMtfJ*StiertR0ate«2O13 — — SLjece W 

-ISdatared- 

BSTWG: M Scotty. 4-1 MMfcr, M Bintan Pride. 6-1 Cad*, 1« Jac IM PMeee, 1*4 IQ» 
etet Melody, IB-1 Others 

1994: B« Sowl 5 U 0 R Dunanooy 6-1 WW 16t» 

FORM SlffiE 

unMtf shaped treS when fcurtt behnd KrertaM Boy in a temper at Banfflr 18 ago. 
olwtoiir bKtts in fert of Jae DM Wnce. a the MM meeutg. Sie made qiadt hesttney 
er toaNH Rat winner and worth norng in the DBOng. Setortiott: KDNGCS MEIQOY. 


<•-: c,*an s->: rr 3 ^ .«■ ;«<»r 

:er ss£n> ftseia ^ 


Connoisseurs of racing will be 
hoping the heavens open the 
week so that two of last season's 
most impressive chasers, Moroefi 
and Brief Gale, will get the 
ground they want to contest the 
First National Bank Gold Cup 
at Ascot on Saturday. 

Jcsh Gifford, the trainer of the 
top-weight. Brief Gale, said yes- 
terday. “She'll run if it rains, but 


we need lots of rain. She’s well 
and has done plenty of work.” 
Howard Johnson, who handles 
Mbrceli, is also praying for rain 
for his gelding. “Fd like him to 
run if it rains as he’s been ready 
to go for three weeks, but I won’t 
make a final deriaon until Thurs- 
day,” he said. If the grey does 
make the journey to post, Adri- 
an Maguire is booked to ride. 


Sound Mao, who was nar- 
rowly beaten in the Arkle Chase 
at the Festival, is the Irish hope 
for the race and although his 
trainer, Edward O’Grady, is 
slightly less concerned with the 
ground, he will still take the pre- 
caution of travelling to Ascot on 
Friday to walk the course before 
confirming his horse as a defi- 
nite partiripant- 


having to change engine man- 
ufacturers this winter. 

The team bound to be at the 
head of the field axe Wiliams, 
and HH1 knows be cannot afford 
to misdirect what might be a fi- 
nal shot at the title. He has the 
car and he now has the experi- 
ence to help cany him over ob- 
stacles - actual or imagined - 
within his camp. 

One barrier will come in the 
shape of his new partner, 
Jacques Villeneuve, another 
ambitious tyro, but Hill has 
the momentum to leap clear. 
How soon the Great Race beck- 
ons again... 

■ Mika Hakldnen, who suf- 
fered severe head injuries in 
practice for Sunday's Australian 
Grand Prix. has been released 
from intensive care. He is ex- 
pected to remain in hospital for 
another week. 


RACING RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

UXK 1. IA MENORQUINA U A McCartfry) 
9-1; 2. Rfcrai BM 10-D 3. Ddgarth Lady 14- 
1. 13 ran. 4-5 fovBeflnx. 2. lVt (O Marks. 
Lamooum). Tote: £7.90: £1-60. £3 80. 
£3.10. DF: £12100. CSF: £88.25. Tno: 
£8930. 

1_30: 1_ SOU1. TRADER |G Ho&ril 8 1; 
2. Carina Evens lav; 3. Safl By Ibe Stem 
9-2. 6 ran. Nk 2Vs. <N Babbage. Chefiennami. 
Tote: £13.90; £3.70. £130. DF: £920. CSF: 
£36.36. 

2.00: 1. GREENWAY LADY (J Ryan) 20- 
1: 2_ Kitfi Ftmrn 4-1 lav: 3. Jobber’s Fid- 
dle 12-1. 17 mo. 1 Vt. 4. (C Alton, 
NewmrcteU. Tote: £25.90; £4-30. £3.80, 
£3. 70. DF: £212.10. CSF: £97.58. Tno: not 
won (pool cameo twwaa of £31227 to New- 
ton 4b0ot trxtJyJ. There was no osd for fre 
winner. 

2-30: L JIMMY OU£4 (J RaJtnnl 134: 
2- Change The Reign 8-11 fav. 3. Carting, 
fort Bede 7-1. 3 no. VU, 30. 77 Bill. Ash 
tvoe-taZoucn). Tote: £2J0. DF: £3.50. CSP. 
£3.03. 

3.00: 2. PEATSWOOO (A Tbomttm) 7-2; 
2.NoLfeM3-L.3.SNrtoy‘<aTtrin 7-4 fev. 
5 ran. 4. 3. <M Channon. Upper Lamboumi. 
70CK £8.50; £2. 70. £3, 70. Dft £&50. CSF: 
£12-99. 

330: L NAHRf (T EJeyl 9-4 tsv. 2. New 
Uji 3-1: 3. Ivy EdMi 15-2. 7 ran. 7. 5. (J 
MacUe. Chvicti Bmtentoeu. Totnz £3.10: 
£2.10. £2.70. OF: £530. CSF: £9.4 L 
4.00: L BRAES OF MAR (M A Rogsatfi 
6-4 fa,; 2. Tbc Black Mm* 7-2; 3. Gone 
By 100-30. 6 ran. 7. 6. IN Henderson, Urn- 
bourn i. Tote: £2.60; £1.60. £230. Of: 
£5.70. CSF: £7.09. 

Quadpab £24.20. Placepeb £424.50. 
Place 6: £260. 74. Place 5: £51.63. 

PLUMPTON 

un: 3. OMBUOY (C Rae) 13 8 (av: 2. 
Credit Controller 16-1; 3. Commanchero 
9-4. 5 ran. 2 -h. d>K. U Jenvirs, Roystoni. 
There was no Wd for Uk funner. 

1.40: 1. LUCKY AGAIN T DascOrtibe) 9- 
2; 2. Victory Anthem 9-2: 3, Paper Star 
2ns fav. 4 ran. 20. 2. (C Popham. 
Tauniom. Tote: £5.40. OF: £11-40. CSF: 
E3B.45. Ont, three finished; revised penator 
vefire £3.800. 

2-10: 1. WALKING TALL IA P McOoyi 4- 
l; 2. Cool Spot 9-2; 3. Fresh Choice 7-4 
fair. 8 ran. 10. 15. a McGovern. Havwarts 
Heaihi. Tote: £5.20; £3.50. £1-50. £130 
DF: £11.70. CSF- £2 LIT. 

2.40: 1. CYRILL HENRY 1C Man*; 9-4 
(i tar. 2. Driving Force 6-1: 3. Handsome 
Ned 7-2. 6 ran. 9-4,1 few Davir.Chanoe <4 bh. 
4. 14. iSunon Earle. Siurminster Newioni. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Magslad 
(3.40, Wetherby) 

NB: Catch The L^hts 
(12.50, Ungfield) 


Tote: £3.60: £3.80. £2.10. Dr: £13.40. CSF: 
£14.11 

3-10: 1 7TWCKSOME 0 F T«ey) 35-8; 2. 
Master Hunter Evens fav 3 ran- D*L (Miss 
H Krvgm. waniage). Tote: £2.40. DF: £2.10. 
CSF; £3.6?. NR: Queens Contraort. CWv’two 
finaneri. revsed oenaffr value £2,7 09. 

3.40: 1. TIGHT RST g F Tidey) 5-4 fav; 
2. Bcsrel TWmUe 9-a; 3. Script $-1. 8 ran. 
8. Vs. iMiijs H KrofTn, lVama»i. Tote: £2.50: 
£1.10, £3.50. £1,20. Dr: £5.00. CSF: 
£4.85. 

Quadpot: £19.40. ptacepot £361.70. 
Place 6: £135.42. Place S: £57.49. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

1^0: x. LA PETITE FUSS (R Huttos) 1- 
2 lav. 2. Bogart 20-1. 3. Sand Star 20-1. 
12 ran. 4. J’*. <R O'Suflrvani. Tote: £1.20; 
£1.10. £6.90. £3.30. Dr: £163!0. CSF: 
£14^4. Tno: £119.00. 

2^0:1. CASHMERE LADY (R Lappm 5- 
2 tav; 2. Danntetar 25-1; 3. Dtamond Mu- 
te! 14-1. 13 ran. 4. 2 Va. U Eyre i . Tote: 
£2.50: £1.20, £3.30. £2.80. DF: £33.00. 
CSF: £49.26. Tno: £11830. 

z&r. L WORLDWIDE E1SIE |A Wactayi 
6-4 fair. 2. Polar Spfrtt 13-8: 3. Homeland 
11-2. 6 ran. 12, 6. iR Hams). Tote: £2.30: 
LLBO. £1.10. OF: £1.80. CSF: £3.91. 

120: 3L CHAIRMANS CHOKC J Tami 10- 
I; 2. Ocean Park 13-2; 3. Sadden Spin 7- 
2 fa;. 12 ran. Vs, 7. (A Jaiutsi. Tote: £14.90: 
£3.7D. £250. £2.40. DF: £32.10. CSF: 
£61.75. Tncast £221.42- Tno; £3720. Nft 
Sneer AJIegiarce. 

3-50: 1. FRANCES MARY U Tatol 7-2 ,1 
tain 2. fedMown 14- V 3. Efipetfte 33- 
1~ 13 ran. 7-2 jt la> laiODuna. 2V:. Vs. ic 
Famurst). Tote: £2.90; £2-20. £4.50. 
£5.60. DF: £52.30. CSF: £47.62. Tito: 
£248.80 loan won; pool of £245.31 earned 
torwanj to Newncn Abbot 2.00 today). 

420: 1. OPSLA BUFF (A Whelan) 3-1 co 


fav: 2. Hetehth of Fame 20-1: 3. MB Ftem 

Dancer 16-1. 1 2 ran. 3-1 at fav inscvta- 
neous. 10. ltd. (Mss Gay KeUeveyi. Tote: 
£3.40; £2.50. £830. £3 CO. DF: £13530. 
CSF £59.67. Tncasc £787^7. Tno: £396.10 
'pen iwn pool of £18.74 earned forward to 
Newmn Artjct ZOO today!. 

4^.1. CERTAIN (NAY (Thes) 12-1:2. 
■Hfisaw Boy 9-2; 3. Excltrelve AssoraWy 5- 
L 12 ran. 11-4 tav Distant Process. NK, 2. 
(N UBmcden). Tote: £13. 50; £3.20, £1.50. 
£3.10. DF; £52.80. CSF: £83.78. Tno: 
£81.40. 

S20: LBE7UAMMS LAW iR Laopcnj 16- 
1; 2. Rood Music 13-8 lav; 3- CteMer Kira 
8-1. 13 ran. Hd. 12. U PKtermg). Tote: 
£3i2»; £2.40. £1.60, £2.40. DF: £12-60. 
CSF: £40.40. Tncast £21637. Trer £13BtiD. 

Jackpot: £5.911.40. Quadpot £4 830 
ipro won; pool of £39.24 earned forward to 
Newton AbMi today). Ptacepofc 149.00. 
Place 6i £38.48. Place 5: £26-26. 
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McGrath the evergreen Irish artisan 



Phil Shaw meets the man who is set to 
become his country's most capped player 
in tomorrow night’s decisive European 
Championship qualifying match in Lisbon 


Paul McGrath: ‘Arguably the finest defender of his generation' Photograph: David 


As the Republic of Iceland squad 
prepare for tomorrow’s crucial Eu- 
ropean Championship qualifier in 
Portugal the odds are that Paul Mc- 
Grath will be fast asleep or guzzling 
from a bottle. 

The Paul McGrath in question is, 
it must be said, barely three mouths 
old. His father, the Paul McGrath, 
will be present and correct in Lis- 
bon’s Stadium of Light for a game 
which is set to decide whether the 
Irish reach nest summer’s finals, as 
well as Jack Charlton's future as 
manager. 

What is more, the Aston Villa 
centre-back -argqabiy the finest de- 
fender of his generation -= will be 
playing his 79th international 
match, making him the most 
capped footballer in the Republic's 
history. Not bad for someone whose 
knees are perpetually reputed to be 
on their last legs, and whose peri- 
odic excesses have seen him cast as 
a sporting equivalent of Brendan 
Behan or Shane MacGowan. 

7b meet McGrath is to challenge 
your preconceptions. Not least 
about the notorious knees, which 
he insists are “grand'*. He does not 
pretend to be a candidate for the 
Temperance XJ, yet it is hard to 
imagine anyone less like the self- 
destructive problem child Alex 
Ferguson felt compelled to sell for 
peanuts. 

McGrath, who will be 36 next 
month, always exudes a massive 
presence and confidence an the 
pitch. Off it, he is almost painfoily 
self-effacing and gently genial. 
Once he relaxes, without a drink in 
sight, he is also humorous and dis- 
armingly frank. 

For instance he is prepared to 
say, without a trace of conceit, that 
he ought to have won even more 
caps. “There were a lot of rough 
edges when I first went to Man- 
chester United [from St Patrick's 
Athletic in 1982}. But I was estab- 
lished in the team well before I got 
the call. I think I should've been 
pushed forward earlier.” 

In the event it was 1985, with St 
Jack's era still a year away and Eoin 
Hand at the helm, before he re- 
ceived his chance as substitute for 
Mark Lawrenson against Italy in 
front of what seemed like “a mil- 
lion people'* at Dalymount Park. 
The world champions won 2-1, but 
the newcomer started against Eng- 
CannotV Allsport land at Wembley a month later. 


Hand was already using players 
- the Ealing-born, Dublin -bred 
McGrath among them - who qual- 
ified by virtue of a parent's birth- 
place. Chariton took the process to 
its logical conclusion. “Jack went 
looking for players,” McGrath ad- 
mits, “though none of the lads with 
us now just wanted a country to play 
for. They're Irish through and 
through.” 

He -recalls that Chariton's first 
training session, conducted in a 
cramped hall, “raised a few eye- 
brows". Likewise his decision to 
make McGrath captain. “T looked 
around me and Liam Brady and 
Frank Stapleton were there, Kevin 
Moran too. I was in shock because 
I’m the quieLesi of lads. I'm not a 
shouler on the pitch. 

“Now Liam is the best player I've 
played with for Ireland, by for. So 


I went to him and the others and went AWOL c 

begged them to co- - - 

operate! I told . 

them I didn’t real- TV© beefl fOOIISh 
ly want to do it, „ , 

but Jack said, ‘Just OUt it S 8l» DStt 
take the ball out* _ 

and I did it for five of growing up. 

By the time they j’V© dOH6 min© 
went to West Ger- , ... . , 

many for the Eu- jfl DUbHC, WhiCH 
ropean Champion- ... . , . 

ship finals of i9S8, is the hard part 

the Republic had 

deve loped a system 

which maximised their relatively think five learn 
slender resources. McGrath's role Jack accepted 
was as midfield anchor. The group I've repaid bu 
stage pitted them against Englan d. lastaihnefiBi 
whose Old Trafford contingent sistency that b 
ribbed him mercilessly about’ the age. After the 
drubbing to come. New York, On 

All the sweeter, then, when Ray mease". But 
Houghton put the Irish ahead ear- maintains, co 
ly on. Soon afterwards, McGrath them for the 
jarred his knee while “foolishly try- tered at Orianc 
m g a shot’’. By half-time ir had’stiff- was a ridicule 
ened up com’pletely. balL The Mex 

“I was in a bad way and shouldn't ing one-twos, 
have ©me out. fve got the game on we were melti 
video and in the second half I was “'We thougl 
just chasing shadow's. The lads back, but we r 
were carrying me, which is why Eng- just didn’t perf 
land came into it so strongly and We felt we’d 
probably should've won." which was a ft 

The Republic held on. and the Epic as the < 
party at the team’s Stuttgart hotel and Italy we: 
went on until the small hours, stands out for 
Players supped freely with fans: 78 to date wa 
something few other international glamorous sur 
rides, if any, would countenance, to avoid defeat 


“We had to get them in,” McGrath 
explains. “None of us knew how to 
plav the fiddle.'’ 

The 1990 World Cup m Italy aw 
the Irish master the art of winning 
through without winning matches. 
McGrath, now under Graham Tay- 
lor’s wing at Villa and still operat- 
ing in midfield, bad an outstanding 
tournament. Characteristically, he 
cites an incident in which he was an 
onlooker as the one he treasures. 

“We had to win a shoot-out with 
Romania in Genoa to reach the 
quarter-finals. David O'Leary, 
who'd come on as sub, was running 
round organising everyone for the 
pe nalties. I didn’t take one - 1 was 
mrfing because I didn’t have the bot- 
tle. Needless to say, Dave scored the 
winner.” 

A more sinister kmd of bottle was 
to blame when McGrath twice 
went AWOL between ItaUa '90 and 

USA W. It was a 

measure of his en- 
1 fOOliSh during excellence 
that Charlton, de- 
ll Dart scribing him as “a 

“ special case... the 

g UP. best player in 

° ~ Britain” kepi faith 

t mine with wm. 

Tve been fool- 
which ish. but it’s ail part 

of growing up. I’ve 
rd part done mine in pub- 

~ lie, which is the 

hard part, but I 
think Fve learned from my mistakes. 
Jack accepted me back, and I hope 
I've repaid him on the pitch." 

Jnstalhnents are made with a con- 
sistency’ that belies his age and im- 
age. After the Irish stunned Italy in 
New York, Chariton called him “im- 
mense”. But nothing, McGrath 
maintains, could have prepared 
them for the sauna heat encoun- 
tered at Orlando against Mexico. “It 
was a ridiculous da}' to play foot- 
ball. The Mexicans "ran round do- 
ing one-twos, laughing at us while 
we were melting. 

“"We thought we could bounce 
back, but we never got over it. We 
just didn’t perform against Holland. 
We felt we'd let people down, 
which was a bad way to go." 

Epic as the dashes with England 
and Italy were, the match that 
stands out for McGrath among the 
78 to date was fought out in less 
glamorous surroundings. Needing 
to avoid defeat by Northern Ireland 


in Belfast to book iheir pwgR; £ 
Sirica. the Republic h.lta Am 

^ll'oneld never ««««"$? 
ana in because of the tension of tin. 

Tuehz. But the feeling whtn 

hade to Dublin was fantastic. Tht 

SV^dtobeoutceic- 

br wfth one possible es«ptwn- To 
Eamon Dunphy. the taW ]_ 
lv green manf was only a small 

town hero” whose teams were 

actually under-achieving. Stapleton 

and Mick McCarthy’ used to leave 
the room when he entered .Mc- 
Grath, revealing an mdependen 
streak, balances fierce loyalty w 
Charlton with the view’ that pun- 
chy is “good for Irish football . 

“It’s no use everybody patting you 
on foe back all the time, yes-men 
telling you you're great. The ooa 
comment upsets you. but that spurs 
you on to prove them wrong. _ 

On the subject of motivation. 
Chariton warned after last month s 
narrow win over Latvia that he 
would resign if they failed to make 
it to England. “None of the lads 
want to see Jack go after oil he s 
done for us," McGrath says. “And 
a few of us might be on our way if 
we go out. so there's every incen- 
tive." 

This is not a veiled threat, rather 
an acceptance of the possibility that 
a new manager would dispense 
with the old guard. Nevertheless, 
McGrath loves representing his 
country and feels he is playing as 
well as ever. “I've no plans to re- 
tire yeL IH be a Jong lime not play- 
ing football, so whoever’* in charge 
I want to go on as long as possi- 
ble” 

Taki ng the caps record off Pack- 
ie Bonner would not, he concedes, 
be much consolation if results 
went against them. But the Irish, 
for whom victory would guarantee 
qualification, can still beat anyone 
on their day, according to McGrath. 
They certainly got the better of Por- 
tugal at Lansdowne Road. 

After that 1-0 success, a member 
of the visiting entourage sought out 
the Republic's No 5 to ask for his 
shirt. Honoured though the wear- 
er was to oblige the great Eusebio, 
he is unlikely to relinquish it so read- 
ily in Lisbon. It will, after all. be 
something to show the other Paul 
McGrath when dribbling begins to 
take on a new meaning. 
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Unexpected glint 
of gold for 49ers 


American football 

MATT TENCH 


A season in which the form book 
has been of about as much rel- 
evance as the good book set new 
standards in its unpredictabili- 
ty on Sunday when foe San Fran- 
cisco 49crs confounded the 
pundits, foe public and, most im- 
portunity, foe Dallas Cowboys 
with an astonishing perfor- 
mance in Texas Stadium. 

The meeting of foe two best 
teams of foe 1990s had long been 
regarded as foe crucial encounter 
of the regular season, but the 
49ers contrived to undermine its 
status in recent weeks by re - 
pea redly prostrating themselves 
before the sport's also-rans. 
When foe news came last week 
foal their quarterback, Steve 
doling, had not recovered from 
his shoulder injury, it was diffi- 
cult to see how foe Super Bawl 
champions could avoid a beating. 

Beating there was, but it was 
foe Cowboys who sustained it, 
thrashed 38-20 in front of their 
own fans. “I’ll put it straight," 
Deion Sanders, the Cowboy 
who was a 49er, said. “They 
kicked our butts, and they 
proved they don’t have to have 
Steve Young to beat us.” 

The 49ers snatched foe ini- 
tiative immcdiaiety. Rice scoring 


on an SI tyard pass play and Mer- 
ton Hanks returning a fumble to 
establish a 14-0 lead after 84 sec- 
onds. With uncanny echoes of the 
NFC Championship game in 
January, foe Cowboys continued 
to scif-desiruct and tty early in foe 
second quarter foe lead had 
been stretched to 24-0. with 
Troy Aikman out of foe game. 

Emmitt Smith, meanwhile, 
was being thwarted tw a Her- 
culean effort from foe 49ers de- 
fense. As a result foe Cowboys’ 
entire attacking gamcplan was 
disrupted and even the touch- 
down they did muster in foe sec- 
ond quarter - from Smith - 
owed much to a fortunate pass 
interference call. 

The49ers retaliated with their 
own scoring drive as foe half 
dosed and, with a 31-7 lead at the 
interval, foe contest was all over 
bar foe clouting. This there was 
plenty of during a turbu [ear sec- 
ond half but tty being restricted 
to field goals in foe third quar- 
ter foe improved effort of foe 
Cowboys was never transformed 
into a sustained comeback. 

A famous victory should re-ig- i 
nite foe 49ere' season. After a tur- i 
bident month they took capable , 
again of returning to the NFC 
Championship game. Should it i 
be back in Dallas {as still looks i 
likely) they will approach it with , 
considerable confidence. , 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Blytti Spartans have seen it all be- 
fore m the FA Cup, most notably 
in 1978 when they were a minute 
away from becoming the. first non- 
League team to reach the quarter- 
finals only for Wrexham to equalise 
from a twice-retaken comer. The 
replay drew 41,000 to St James’ 
Park, borrowed tor the night, but 
the Third Division side won 2-1. 

The run was the making of sev- 
eral players, among them Alan 
Shoulder, a 25-year-cM miner fiom 
toa Durham vKtegs of Lsasinghome. 
League scouts began tracking the 
5ft 5<n toward and toe fallowing 
season, after scoring twice in a 
5-3 first-round defeat agptnst'Axk. 
Newcastle offered him a contract. 

“It was a Wt cf a gamble,' Shoul - 
der said. “I was a deputy and on 
good moneyi But I took the chance. 
Fortunately, the pit manager was 
a Newcastle ton because I should 
have worked three months’ nottae.’ 
The gamble paid off, launching a 
career that brought more than 100 
goats for Newcastle. Carlisle and 



Alan Shoulder 

Hartlepool before a head Injury 
forced him to quit in 1988. 

Despite the handicap of double 
vision, toe legacy of toe injury Shoul- 
der today rons a poultty farm finm 


Crook Town in the Northern Leagje 
and tun® out for toe Masons Arms 
over-40s team at Spennymoor. 

Married since 3S77 to his chtki- 
hood sweetheart. Mane, a school- 
teacher, he stil lives in Lfiasinghome, 
His daughter, Louise, at 15 toe old- 
est of three sisters, wants to be a 
football physio. 

Jon Cuttey 


THE TAYLOR MONTHS: The weight of fans’ expectations and a welter of injuries proved too much 

Taylor falls through credibility gap 


The seeds of Graham Taylor s 
demise at Molineux weresowti 
two years ago last mouth on an 
apocalyptic night in the Feyeno- 
ord stadium at Rotterdam. 

Taylor’s credibility and - it 
seemed to those who observed 
him closely during his 20-month 
reign as manager of Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers - his con- 
fidence were damaged 
irreparably when foe Nether- 
lands shattered England's 
hopes of qualifying for the 1 994 
World Cup finals. 

Already dubbed “The 
Turnip” by one newspaper, Tay- 
lor’s image was further tar- 
nished by the screening of a 
Channel 4 documentary fea- 
turing bis trap-comic touchline 
antics as foe Dutch sealed his 
fete. Phrases like "Do I not like 
that” entered popular usage. 

The sight of a nerdish Thylor 
puppet spouting a stream of 
semi -consciousness on Spitting 


sion of Taylor, a personable, ur- 
bane individual, as a figure of fun. 


Before that infamous Cutting 
Edge programme -in which Tay- 
lor also swore profusely - 
Wolves’ owner. Sir Jack Hay- 
ward, had been sitting in his re- 
treat in the Bahamas pondering 
whether to offer him the job in 
succession to Graham Turner. 

Informed of Taylor's behav- 
iour by his son Jonathan, the 
riiainnan. Sir Jack cooled his in- 
terest (under pressure from his 
wife and butcher, he later ad- 
mitted). There was a brief flir- 
tation with Bryan Robson, but 
he was an unknown quantity, 
and expensive too. The Hay- 
wards began to reconsider Tay- 
lor’s plusjpoints. 

Not only was he vastly expe- 
rienced, having been in man- 
agement since December 1 972. 
but he bad proved with both 
Witford and Aston Villa his 
ability to win promotion to and 
establish a side in what is now 
the Premiership. 

Yet Wolves' fans, even then, 
had foeir doubts: “Keep the 
Thniip off our patch” screamed 


The Graham Taylor stor 
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3965 At 2 X. becomes youngest pawn to 
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fed massed fiagi «w msemaiorel arks 


a Sun headline over a story 
quoting supporters' dub officials 
who resented the fact that Tay- 
lor had dropped Steve Bull 
early in his England reign. 

Ironically, one of Taylor's fi- 
nal acts was to drop foe Mo- 
lineux cult hero for foe first time 
in his Wolves career. But after 
foe board had bitten foe bullet, 
late in March last year, he was 
at pains to stress, that Bull was 
central to his plans. In foe 
evening a Wolves team without 


Fowler firmly bent on redress 


Robbie Fowler plans to exorcise 
foe worst memory of his short, 
but stunningly successful career 
by transferring his prodigious 
goalscoring record for Liverpool 
to the international stage. 

The Liverpool marksman 
spearheads foe England attack 
in foeir final and decisive Eu- 
ropean Under-21 Champion- 
ship qualifier against Austria at 
Middlesbrough’s Riverside Sta- 
dium tonight. 

It was in the corresponding 
fixture in Austria last year that 
Fowler was sent off after seeing 
his Anfield team-mate, Jamie 
Redknapp, inspire foe team to 
victory with a superb hat-trick. 

“Everything was going real- 
ty well," Fowler said. “We were 
3-1 up, then I went and got my- 
self sent off. It’s not my happi- 
est memory in football. 

“My sending off took all the 
headlines away from Jamie. I 
thought foe dismissal was totally 
out of order but had to accept 
it. I ended up missing the next 
four games, which was very 
disappointing. I hope I can 
make up for what happened 
with a goal against them.” 

England need to beat Austria, 
then they must hope the Re- 
public of Ireland gain at least a 
draw against Fortugal. the 


Group Six leaders. That would 
allow Dave Sexton's team, who 
collected one point from a pos- 
sible six against foe Portuguese, 
to claim foe solitary qualifying 
place. “Robbie owes us a goal,” 
Sexton said . “He has not scored 
many for us. But he is like Jim- 
my Greaves. He has foal same 
low centre of gravity and is a 
similar type of finisher, though 
he will be a lot stronger physi- 
cally. This is our most important 
game. We have got to win and 
hope that the Republic can get 
a result in Portugal." 

Fowler also knows interna- 
tional goals will be vital as he 
attempts to make the full senior 
squad in time for next year’s 
European Championship. He 
said: “I’ve scored twice in sev- 
en games for the Under-21s 
and, though some people would 
be happy with that. I’m not I 
want to score in every game. 

“Jamie and Steve McMana- 
man have both made the step- 
up from foe Under-21s and it’s 
my aim to follow them,” 

Sexton’s build-up has been af- 
fected by the withdrawals 
through injury of the captain 
and regular keeper, Paul Ger- 
rard, of Oldham (kneej, Nor- 
wich’s Darren Eadie and Dean 
Gordon of Crystal Palace (both 


thigh). David Unsworfo, of 
Everton, has been given the cap- 
taincy while Newcastle's Rob- 
bie Elliott is drafted in. 

In addition to foe returning 
Fowler, the Aston VDla goal- 
keeper Michael Oakes, Man- 
chester United’s Nicky Butt and 
Chris Bart -Williams, of Not- 
tingham Forest, are the other 
changes to the side which drew 
a friendly in Norway last month. 

Scotland's Under-21 side con- 
tinue their attempt to quality for 
the last eight of the European 
Championship against San Mar- 
ino at Firhill tonight, seeking a 
seventh successive group win. If 
Finland fail to collect three 
points in Russia, the Scots will 
quality for the quarter-finals re- 
gardless of the result in Glasgow. 

Dundee United’s Christian 
Darby extends his record of Un- 
der-21 caps to 30, while Dafily's 
Tannadice team-mate, Steven 
Pressley, w fll captain foe- ride. 
The Southampton reserve, Paul 
Sheerin, is given a debut at this 
level in midfield. The two strik- 
ers will be Jim Hamilton, of 
Dundee, and Andy Liddell, of 
Barnsley. Celtic’s Simon Don- 
nelly and Neil McCann, of 
Dundee, will be on the wings. 

Under-21 teams, 
Sporting Digest, page 27 
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foeir injured talisman won at 
Bolton, and followed up by 
beating Tranmere in Taylor’s 
first game in complete charge. 

Results tailed off and they 
failed to reach foe play-offs, but 
after a substantial expenditure 
on players hopes were high 
that Wolves would shortly en- 
joy the status their magnificently 
refurbished stadium merited 
They started well enough, and 
at this stage last year led foe 
table. 

Charlton sets 
record straight 

Jack Charlton will not imme- 
diately resign as manager of 
foe Republic of Ireland if they 
are eliminated from the Euro- 
pean Championships against 
Portugal in Lisbon tomorow 
night. 

“No matter what happens , 
here I’m going to sit down and 
think about it,” foe 60-yeai-old 
Charlton said yesterday. “I nev- 
er said 1 was definitely leaving. 

I said I would consider it. And | 
it certainly won’t be the press 1 
that drives me out, it will be the 
people of Ireland. The people 
will let me know when it’s time 
to go." 

Charlton has injury doubts 
over his captain Andy Townsend 
(foot) and his Aston V31a team- 
mate, Steve Staunton, who has 
not played for three weeks be- 
cause of a hamstring injury. 

The Rangers midfielder, Stu- 
art McCall (rib injury), is the 
only player doubtful for Scot- 
land’s last Group Eight quali- 
fier against San Marino at 
Hampden Park tomorrow. 

Wales yesterday lost their 
captain, Barry Home, when he 
became the latest player to pull 
out of the trip to Albania. The 
33-year-old Everton midfielder 
has a chest virus. 


A devastating succession of 
injuries - Wolves had a com- 
plete team's worth of players un- 
der the surgeon's knife last 
season - undoubtedly under- 
mined their challenge. But 
when things went wrong, it was 
also noticeable that Taylor was 
quick to go on the defensive, re- 
vealing a negative side to his 
character that had not been ev- 
ident prior to foe fiasco of his 
final months with England. 

The crowd never warmed to 
him, regarding themselves, 
pointedly, as “Jack Hayward's 
Barmy Army”. Although 
Wolves finished fourth - their 
best position in a decade - 
their failure in the play-offs sug- 
gested that expectations for 
foe current campaign might be 
artificially high. 

The signing of Bradford 
City's Dean Richards for a 
dub-record £1.85m, followed bv 
foe £lm purchase of Mark 
Atkins from Blackburn, nudged 
Taylor’s outlay towards foe £8m 
mark. Wolves, however, peaked 


1 Football 

I (7.30 unless stated) 

EUROPE** UNDER.21 CHAMPtONSMP 
GROUP SK 

Engand y Austria (8.0) 

(el ffversifa as Kftm. Mmenrouffi) 

Portugal ftxurffc at Ireland (7.45) 

<at Municipal stadium. L&na) 

GROUP EIGHT 

Scottand v Sen Marino , 

tatfim/ff stadium. Glasgow) 

MITRE UHDGH-21 CHALLENGE 

FooOua ungue v ftafen League Sflrfe B 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 

NORTHERN SECTION 
GROUP RVE FIRST ROUND 

Burr v Wigan 

GM VAUHMUL CONFERENCE 

Ketterin g v Wefllpg (7.45) 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCHES: UruBond 
leaa« * FoctoaJl Assocatwn M (» Accrtrw- 

fripryi^ fl0 * *** lt * ,rtKM United v & 

U-AtHJE OF WALES Ltagne Cup first 
rag^Sangor at, * Cerrv*s Bar. tewSS 

S? L EAGUE Premier Dntston: Hitchn 
Tbwn v Chensoy Town i7.45i. Second dm. 
8km: BracAneC y Co»«r Pw; care® «and 

WatdenTwSamy 
Hungertori. TTjJrd DMsion: CSawcnySimJ 
church; East Thurrock v HaciaKlI Heath: 
Legwm v temsmy WtealdS^soffi 
Windso r and Eton v Cowe. Caritan On»i£S 

K.'BSi." 0 "" • "■"'-WE 


Wwwne Wd v OesKry ftonn; 


lOWiy Sutton 


v Havant n^45)Dr Martirit i 
Oup firm round second 

(0) v ns^erid; “ “ mi and 



Taylor: Poor season 

in 12fo place and were down at 
18fo following Sunday's goalless 
draw at home to Charlton, in 
which they appeared sorely 
lacking in motivation. 

Afterwards, as hundreds 
chanted for his sacking. Taylor 
said it would be dishonourable 
to walk away from a job he had 
been given by people with "in- 
tegrity", a quality he described 
as rare in football. Sir Jack had 
repeatedly expressed his con- 
viction that Taylor was the man 
to lead Wolves back to the 
promised land, and it seemed 
the matter would rest there. 
Someone, dearly, changed his 
mind yesterday. 


UNTOND LEAGUE Firs* Divfadan: CorMeron 
v Eamwaj Tatn ^ 

““P TTiinJ round; Belnerv Horrowash- 
To *n: Hafliew Minn i, Yorkshire 
Amateur; MalUry v HucUnall. 

W0 ™ l * , ct89 v NewnuiteL 

wttep counties LEAGUE 


u ps* '*«w. 

nStw -■ v Pbrt Vale (7.0) . TWre 

Dtwston: aftrewistjuiv « Chester i7.0» 

Y Queen s Par1 ’ Ran S fi « 
!an!: Dwriom Plymouth v Ton,^- 

f* CUP First round: Slough v Hem- 

lord: Omaon v Chehea 17.45^^31*^1 

City v Dutmch Ha miet. Second 

Rugby League 

Rugby Union 
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Welsh players and administrators seem to feel the 
caused by the loss of annual matches against 





pie League system has undoubtedly 
done a lot for English rugby. 

do** anything for the 
m Wiles is more questionable. 
The Courage League has matched 
ciuds that were not on visiting 
h-rms, such as Harlequins and 
.u 35 *? ~ and > incidentally, exposed 
the claims of some northern and 
comish chibs that they were the sub- 
j«ict of unfair disoimination bv the 
selectors. The Heineken League, by 
contrast, has served mainly to 
demonstrate how thinly the available 
talent in Wales is spread. 

. There is something else. By this 
the season, in prc-Lcague 
days, Cardiff Llanelli and Swansea 
would have visited Twickenham or 
Old Deer Park to play Harlequins 
or London Welsh for Twickenham 


rather than the Stoop, was then the 
Quins' principal pre-Christmas 
ground). In addition, the last two 
Welsh clubs, together with Neath, 
had fixtures with Richmond until 
Llanelli's annual visit was called off 
after foe RaJdng-of-Ralston episode 
of I97S (where, oddly enough, the 
guilty party was an Englishman 
playing for foe Welsh dub). 

welsh players and administra- 
tors seem to feel the deprivation 
more keenly than do their English 
opposite numbers. There is now a 
recommendation from the Rugby 
Football Union that, out of a First 
Division of 10, foe top four clubs 
should participate in a European 
tournament ana foe bottom six man 
Anglo- Welsh competition. 

In my opinion, this is a pointless 


proposal. Who is going to take 
such a contest seriously if it exdudes 
Bath, Harlequins, Leicester and 
Wasps and, on the Welsh side, 

Cardiff, Llanelli, Pontypridd and 
Swansea? 

This, of course, is to assume that 
the Welsh fall in with the RFU. It 
seems they have not been consult- 
ed. The RFU appear to have come 

S i with a succession of ideas out of 
e hat. for all the world as if they 
were a kind of rugby think-tank- or, 
come to that, a collection of colum- 
nists -rather than a responsible Or- 
ganisation with obligations towards 
playeis, supporters and equivalent 
bodies throughout the world. 

My object here, however, is not 
to analyse the whole of the report 
which was published just under a 



am not as weQ-isformed about 
Welsh rugby as 1 was a decade ago. 
By this stage of the year I should 


ALAN WATKINS 


on rugby 

week ago. That can waiL It is, 
rather, to point to foe effects of foe 
exclusion of Mlhles from England 
and England from Wales. 

It is always as well for columnists 
to come clean. One effect is that I 


opal dubs, about three-quarters of 
the contenders for places in the na- 
tional side. Instead, over the last 
three years, I have, as for as Welsh 
nigjbyis concerned, seen most of the 
internationals at Twickenham and 
watched Cardiff, together with 
Swansea’s matches against Aus- 
tralia and Sooth Africa. The test of 
my recent knowledge I have derived 
from Rngby Special . 

Now ttos programme, whatever its 

deficiencies - foe principal of which 

is that, smeeir was fimned out to in- 
dependent producers, it has been 
overtaken by a compulsive, gjggiysil- 
lyness-has nevertheless been more 


than fair in the share-it allots to 
Welsh rugby. Indeed, foe more 
dyed-in-the-wool Englis h support- 
ers might justifiably complain, in 
much foe same spmt-asl switch off 
(sometimes metapho ri cally, more of- 
ten literally) when Hawick are play- 
■ ;Gala. 


er, Engjfih supporters saytorae: “Aa 


not look better than they were be- 
cause I wafdied them uncut For my- 
selL 1 echo George Fbnnby’s song: 
“Things Might Have Been A Great 
DealWorae^ 

My view is that it is folly for Kevin 
Bowring (who looks Hke b eing ap- 
pointed coach on a long-term ba- 
sis) to look aheadibur years to the 
World Cup. Jade Rowe II can do so 


jfuut uuu luguj u ^ n 

tm Rugby Special week after week, 
how is it Chat the national side see 
so bad?" The answer^ so I am told 
by friends who watch Welsh, rugby 
week after week, is that the clubs 
are just as bad as the n&tionalside. 
Television, through skilful ratting, 
makes them took better than they 
are/-. 

; The ,WSelsh side on Saturday did 


stef bini and the side. Bowring’s first 
task is to restore self-confidence. 
Tins means playing foe best play- 
ers, juA only teuan Evans, but 
Robert Jones and Jonathan Davies. 
I should pot Davies in the centre, 
retain Justin Thomas at full-hack 
and give Arwel Thomas, now of 
Bristol, formerly of Neath, a go at 

outside-half- . . 


Springboks make 
all the right noises 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 

If Kobus Wiese throws a punch 
at an Englishman at Twicken- 
ham on Saturday like he did at 
a Welshman in September, it 
will very likely be the end of bis 
Springbok career. It is a salu- 
tary warning for the 18st lock 
before South Africa conclude 
the year which climaxed by 
winning the World Cup in June. 

But foe South African man- 
agement have such faith in their 
man that when they arrived in 


London from Italy yesterday 
they would not so much as con- 
template the possibility. “I would 
put my reputation on the feet foal 
wcwifl live up to our code of con- 
duct,” Morne du Plessis, the 
team manager, said last night 
“We feel sufficiently confi- 
dent that he will not do it again 
- that's why he has been se- 
lected.” After Wiese floored 
Derwyn Jones in foe South 
Africa-Wales game in Johan- 
ncsbuig he was fined £9,000 and 
suspended for 30 days, an ab- 
sence only nine days longer than 
that enforced on' the unfortu- 


RFU in talking mood 


Right now the Rugby Football 
Union has so many antago- 
nists that it has a vested inter- 
est in believing it's good to talk 
and Tony Hallelt. the Union's 
secretary', believes yesterday's 
talks with Sir John Hall have 
averted the threat of legal ac- 
tion, writes Steve Bale. 

Now that his business inter- 
ests control Newcastle RFC, Sir 
John has his own vested inter- 
est in removing the RFU's 120- 
day qualification for transferred 
players. He is impatient to ac- 
commodate Rob Andrew. Dean 
Ryan, Steve Bates. Tony Un- 
derwood. Doddie Weir and 
Gary Armstrong in his side. 

Hence the legal threat, which 
the RFU considers carries no 
weight as long as their morato- 
rium on professionalism exists, 
ie, the rest of the season. “He 
speaks in uncompromising terms 
about the future of rugby, but 
this is leavened by a wish to see 
only the best for the game." the 
emollient Hallett said after the 
meeting. However, he did add: 
“The registration regulations 
foMhis season must remain, as 
the RfU has already stated." 


Newcastle would also prefer 
to avoid relegation from the 
Second Division, an eventuali- 
ty increasingly contingent on 
whether foe National Clubs’ As- 
sociation, of which they are a 
member, agrees that there 
should be none when the divi- 
sion is expanded from 10 to 14 
clubs. So far, foe NCA has 
been unable to reach an agreed 
decision. 

David Sole, the former Scot- 
land captain, is being carpeted 
by foe Scottish Rugby Union for 
remarks about the referee that 
followed Melrose's win over Ed- 
inburgh Academicals on Sat- 
urday. A series of penalties 
awarded against Aeries by Col- 
in Henderson, a Borders ref- 
eree, culminated in foe winning 
rry in injury-time. 

“That was tantamount to 
cheating.” Sole, these days the 
Aeries "coach, said after the 
match. 

Initially, the Union is to write 
to him demanding an explana- 
tion, though yesterday Sole was 
unrepentant. “Having had time 
to reflect, I still feel we were 
cheated of victory." 


nate Jones because he bad 
been concussed. 

“He was punished - and 
punished severely. He missed a 
lot of Transvaal’s Currie Cup. I 
hope that will be sufficient de- 
terrent.” Missing Transvaal 
games these days means losing 
out financially, and with some 
Springboks said to be on 
£140,000 for a year's Test rug- 
by the disciplinary imperative 
has never been greater. 

The EDis Park mrident was an 
unfortunate postscript to the 
World Cup, which for the 
Springboks readied its low point 
at the battle of Port Elizabeth 
against Canada. “In a moment 
of madness at Boet Erasmus we 
let ourselves down.” Du Plessis 
said. “We regrouped and went 
through to foe World Cup final 
without further incident but 
we possibly lost foe emphasis 
again when we played Stales. 
We reminded ourselves of our 
commitment to discipline and 
we will work on it all the time.” 

By choice the South Africans 
are m a West End hotel with 
nooe of the peace and quiet tour- 
ing teams usually crave. Imme- 
diately on arrival they took 

themselves off for a run in Hyde 

Park and this morning they are 
training at the Honourable Ar- 
tillery Company Ground in foe 
Gty of London when foe team 
will be finalised from foe 21 who 
are here. On Sunday foe Spring- 
boks beat Italy 40-21 in Rome. 

England's selection, mean- 
while, has created some confu- 
sion among those charged with 
dictating South African tactics, 
because the absence of Dean 
Richards, Brian Moore and es- 
pecially Rob Andrew makes 
the English attacking pattern far 
more difficult to predict “If I 
must rate the England side 
now, I think they are more 
dangerous,” Franqois Pienaar, 
the captain, said. 


Davis Cup goes to Newcastle 


Tennis 


Britain will open their 1996 
Davis Cup campaign against 
Slovenia on an indoor court at 
foe Castle Farm Tennis Centre, 
in Newcastle, from 3-5 May. 

It is foe first lime that foe 
venue has been used for a Davis 
Cup tie. though the Centre has 
staged an ATP Challenger tour- 
nament for foe past three years. 

The tie, to be played on car- 
pet will be a first-round match 
in the Euro/African Zone 
Group Two. which Britain, with 
Greg Rusedski and Tun Hen- 



man in their squad, are expected 
to win next year. 

To gain promotion to the 
Euro/African Zone Group 
One, Britain must beat Slove- 
nia, then cither Ghana or Mal- 
ta away in July and probably 
Egypt at home in September. 

Steffi Graf claimed her eigth 
title of foe year when she sur- 
vived a strong challenge from the 
unseeded Lori McNeil to win the 
Advanla Championship final in 
Philadelphia. 6-1. 4-6. 6-3. 

Graf, who won the French 
Open, Wimbledon and foe US 
Open, said: “It's foe best year 
I’ve ever had. even belter than 


Mixed record fbr the Devils 


Ice hockey 

Cardiff Devils seem to rely on 
“cel out of jail” pty ^ 

mines. 11 worked once last week- 
end, but failed at the sccondat- 
tempt, writes Steve Pinder.The 

vUfia were Fife Fivers, who 
took a 3-1 ta»d the ** P 01 * 
od. Cardiff netted four m thesec- 
oud. but conceded three and foe 

^CbrispSmer restored Fifes 
She Tempo and a slapshol hy 


Jason Stone, with two minutes 
left, was claimed by Randy 
Smith whose stick touched it 

Cardiff were found out foe 
next day. at Basingstoke Bison. 
The first period ended 2-1 to Bi- 
son but a straight hat-trick from 
Kevin Conway in the second 
saw Bison win n-3. 

H is autumn - so Tony Hand 
must be leading scorer. The for- 
mer Murray field player has 
moved to Sheffield Steelers and 
their S-2 dismissal of Slough, 
with Hand scoring once, took his 
total to 100 points. 


Stevens on line for Masters 

round to Liverpool’s Rod 


c-mIum- round to Liverpool a 

Lawler. 

beep fot Jjt !oday . Lawler in the final to give foe 

SETHS* Cm" arth “ SS ™™ 0 * 


. success in foe 
of die tou ma- 


in '88 when I won foe Grand 
Slam. The competition is bet- 
ter now. There were difficult 
tournaments, difficult circum- 
stances this year.” 

Thomas Muster and Michael 
Chang reprise their French 
Open final on foe opening day 
oi the ATP World Champi- 
onships, which begin in Frank- 
furt today. 

Other confrontations in to- 
day’s round-robin group match- 
es,’ featuring the world's top 
eight players, are foe world 
No 1 Pete Sampras against 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and Boris 
Bcckcr against Vfeyne Ferreira. 


American football 

NFL: Buffalo 23 ASaraa 17: Deere 27 Tarpj toy 
3i;Gre0n9jy35»rae)28:DnQnn3t£ l rt»*- 
ton 2S: Seattle 47 Jadaonvtfle 30: Nan Engend 
34 Mann 17: Nsw OifcsnS 17 Mtanapcfcs 14; 
QaWand 17 NY Gams 13; Si bus 28 Carofra 
17. Mmesoa 30 Aisora 2« tot); San Ranch- 
es 38 Ctaku 20; Kansas aty 22 San 0*01 7: 
RdJMima 31 Denwr 13. 

AMEIBCAN RXRHAU. CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

V l T PF M 

Buffalo 7 3 O 195 172 

Mart .6 4 0 255 181 

fadfcwapoh S & 0 IK 200 

KawEogUod A 8 0 167 218 

NT -fata — 2 8 0 137 257 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

PtttatMneb, 5 4 0 208 208 

C T g v aUi w l- — 4 5 O 178 133 

CbKhMMI 4 6 0 238 228 

Houston 4 e 0 218 3m 

Jadaooafle 3. 7 0 168 233 

WESTERN OVISKM 

KaaaQtr 9 1 0 2*5 148 

QaMand 8 2 0 250 153 

S 5 0 219 174 

.4 6 0 222 253 

San Dtago._ 4 6 0 189 208 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL COfMRENCS 
EASTERN DIWSKM 

Data*-.— Ji 2 0 285 181 

MMetpMa 6 4 0 207 239 

Wnb to jpuu — a 7 0 207 241 

jktaamT 3 7 0 184 362 

NYOUH 3 7 0 180 218 

CENTRAL DMSIOH 

BilttflD 8 4 O 280 245 

OMNI - -.6 4 o 246 216 

Wiw w a. 5 5 0 219 226 

Tampa Boy -5 5 D 158 175 

Derail 4 6 0 238 247 

WESTERN DMSIOH 

Manta. .6 4 0 210 220 

San Ranches .6 4 0 250 140 

St Inula 6 A 0 195 305 

r^Dtre .4 6 o 175 208 

NOW Mart. * 6 O 181 303 

Basketball 

NBA: NrwYort 120 ITttMlO; CWetrtl 81 
SanAt*orioS4; lACWpas 108 Donwr 1XH: 
PDoartx 112 Golden State 109. 



Warne completes the 
rout of Pakistan 


Australia 463 ' 

Pakistan ,97 and 240 
Australia win by an Innings 
and 126 runs,'. 


Shane V^feieairaed the best 
match analy as%an Aigtra fian 
bowler against PaJostarr on 
home sou as . Mark Taylor’s 
men completed a resounding 
victory on the fourth day of the 
first lest in Brisbane yesterday. 

TAfeme added four wickets to 
the seven he took in Pakistan's 
first inningt tn finish wit h 11 for 
77 and, inevitably, the Man of 
the Match award. 

Resuming on 197 for 3 and 
still needing to score 169 to 
make Australia bat again, Pak- 
istan losttheir last seven wick- 
ets for 43 runs in just under one 
hour. Inzamam-ul-Haq, who 
began the day ao56, added just 


six before he lofted a ball from 
Mark Waugh to Craig McDer- 
mott at mid-off. That was the 
beginning of foe end for Pak- 
istan, with not one of their last 
six batsman able to reach dou- 
ble figures as 'Whine mopped up . 
the fa| 1- . • ' 

Warne -claimed he struck a 


the former Pakistan 
im Malik, for a duck. It was the 
pair's first confrontation at foe 
wicket since foe Australians 
accused the Pakistani of offer- 
ing bribes to throw matches in 
a 1994 tour of Pakistan - a 
charge strenously denied by 
Salim and rejected by Pakistan 
cricket authorities. 

Wirne said: “I really enjoyed 
taking his wicket for obvious 
reasons. I fhitiV foe dismissal 
shows there is justice in the 
game” 


Immediately after foe match, 
Australia announced an un- 
changed side for foe second 
Tfest, starting in Hobart on Fri- 
day. 'Vfesim Akram, the Pakistan 
captain, said: “We made some 
mikakesm the game but we will 
definitely come back stronger 
and fitter in Hobart.” 

iFaxttitJoy: Austrato non toss) 
AUSTRALIA -Rratfcraktfi 483 (SRWButfl 
122 no, M A Taylor 69. M EWaugi £9, G S 
Hwttr57 f DC Boon 54). 

PAKISTAN - fint bratne* fl7 (S K Wbme 
7-233- 

nuasiAN - Second barbie 
. IDwrrtffit 197ta3) 
rtamami-Haq c McOottk* b M 62 

BaatADtwrbMc&BOi _26 

tMoin Mien c Healy b Retffel .9 

*waam Airam c Sunar b warns 6 

Sritn Malic c MdVmotl t> Warn? 0 

Saqtafri Nhshtaq not out 2 


Wkqar Yowls taw b Waffle 0 

Mohammad AJaam tow 0 warns .0 

.B>7nbl3) 


TMNRUown) 

FWfc 1-30, 2-88, 3-187, 4-217, 5-21B, 6- 
233, 7-233. 8-239. 9-240. 

Bw*e McOonwn 11-0-47-0; MoGjWi 25- 
7-76-4; RefflU 15-4-47-1; Vtame 275-10- 
54-4,-S R Wtatfl 2-1-30; M EWB^ 52-6-1. 


McGrath makes maiden century 


Pakistan Cricket Board XI 301 
and 67-4; Engand A 355 


Anthony McGrath, the 20-year- 
old Yorkshire, batsman, hit a 
maiden century against the Pak- 
istan Cricket Board XI in La- 
hore yesterday. 

• Richard Stemp,iris Yortshne- 
team-mate, Was nis partner in a' 
last-wicket stand of 64" after 
McGrath, in only his. seventh 
first-dass game, had been on just 


Shane Wame celebrates taking the wicket of Salim 
Maflk in Brisbane yesterday Photograph: Reuter 


McGrath, 26 overnight, 
reached 54 by lunch but when 
Dean Headley was bowled first 
ball to leave England A 291 for 
9 he rat kxxe, driving Sboaib 
Akiarover extra cover for six and 


p ulling and cutting him for sev- 
eral other boundaries. 

With S temp supporting stub- 
bornly, McGrath worked his 
way steadily through the 
nineties and neither did he let 
asore right knee botherhim, de- 
spite the fact he was limping 
quite badly throughout foe sec- 
ond half of his innings. He hit 
two sixes and 11 fours in a 301- 
baD effort that spannedalmost 
five-and-a-half boors. 

McGrath said: ^Ib get my 
maiden hundred in England 
colours is a fantastic feeling. My 
knee has been troubling me on 
and off for about a year-and-a- 
half and I will have a scan 
done when I get home. IPs not 
really a big problem, though.” 


(ThMaayofAxr.PBMstanCBXiwantoss) 
PANSTAN CO n - Hmt Mn» 301 (Saaea 
Azaz U7: D W Hoadey 5-681. 

ENGLAND A -Fkstbrtagi 
(Overtax: 199 ta 5) 

A McGraft b AamA Hanif 103 

CMMhrt Fated Khan 21 

mJPWTcWfthafbFNwlMHn 14 

IDKSatNxqrcAan*HBtfbMtaeahrN30BTl8 

D W HenSay b Utaaslw Nageef O 

R O Stamp n« out 14 

— -22 


0>5 IDT nblO]. 
Total (UftS om) 


PUt 1-8. 2-125. 3-168. 4- V68. 5-190. 8233. 
7-257. 8-2B1. 9-291. 

BowRnjt Shoofc AMsr J 7-002-1; Mtaattar 
Naaw»3-7-51-»: Fahad Hun 37-4-111-3: 

jgg^a-iraa-i: ******* looo a>m 

nuasuiN a » -Sound «nafe«> 

JMd Sami cXrtjfftD Header 3 

AtH NAor not out -23 

ShodabKabircKnWitb Headley 2 

Saood Anal b Stem 21 

•Aortr Hartt c Huss*i b Satctavy 10 

ExtraaObl. nalj 2 

Total (Tar 4, 24.2 mnart 87 

Fait 1-4, 2-6. 3-40. 4-67. 

Tb bat: WMMMl tMajta inayM. Shoab AK- 
tw. Fahad Nan. teMur. Mrtste Naaev. 
B oadta c Header 70-20 2; WMe 5-0-190: 
Sump 7-3-12-1: Inn 2-1-50; Safabuy 3 J- 
2-10-1. 


Schofield awaits 


Rugby league 

DAVE HADHELD 


The Leeds captain, Garry 
Schofield, will learn today 
whether he will face an inquiry 
over an alleged head-butt dur- 
ing foe Regal Trophy second- 
round tie against Salford on 
Sunday. 

The Rugby League's refer- 
eeing director, Greg McCailum, 
wflJ study a video of foe incident 
in foe match at Headingley be- 
fore deciding whether Schofield 
will face charges. 

The Salford player-coach, 
Andy Gregoiy, who was in- 
censed during and after foe 
match over what he saw as an 
intentional attack on his hook- 
er, Mark Lee, will talk to his di- 
rectors before deriding whether 
to cite Schofield formally. 

The Leeds football director. 


Hugh McGahan, said: “We 
could question a number of 
things but we don’t want to get 
involved in any tit-for-tat We 
are very disapfxmited that Gre- 
gory has reacted in this way.” 

Leeds are to feature in foe 
oustanding tie of foe third 
round. Their match at home (o 
their neighbours, foe Bradford 
Bulls, continues foe recent tra- 
dition of foe two chibs meeting 
each other in cup competi- 
tions. 

Either that or foe London 
Broncos' home tie against Hal- 
ifax is likely to be foe televised 
match on 25 November, with 
foe remainder of foe ties played 
foe following day. 

Carlisle, foe giant-killers of 
foe last round with their shock 
19-18 victory over Castieford, 
have been rewarded with a 
lower-profile but highly-win- 
able Ue against foe Hun&let 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Bowls 

EnWKANMDQORTBWCHlWnONaBPCJw- 
aey) Woman* pabv Intend <M WUdnscn and 
M khnaonj M Scodand (S Govtey ana 1 Wbod- 
leyi 26-17: En£ana (J RpyHnca and M Pres) br 
Guam* iKwoutandASrton) 20- IK Wales 
1C Morgan and J Dmos) bl Jersey (S Moot and V 
Stead 21-13. Women's trffrtes: Scotland (K 
Mams. J Cnrtan and J LWcraa M Wand <M Sc«L 
p Smytfi tms 0 Bart) 21- 16; wane tv hc we*. 
A Damton and R Jones! tx )eney M hoiman, S 
Syureiard ) IflOByi 17-16; Guonssy U 

jKcoaaandCtaaotn^ H En0snd (L Jarman, 
j Thomas and E Beasefl) 19-17. 


Boxing 

NBC USHMUWWHTCHAMPnKSHr (BaQC- 
kok): S Sonatuong flh*. uoldert bCYHosone 
UoponlWUL 


Villa Aztecs’ Sarah Day, who broke ter 
ooftartxme Inter team's 4-1 defeat by 
Croydon on Sunday: 

ENOIAND WOMEN'S SQUAD (European 
Woman** Championship v Croatia, Cbortloii. 
Sunday IS HoaaiaAo r ) ! p Capa AOM U- 


re-run 


Hawks at the new South Leeds 
Stadium. 

St Helens have a trkkytrip to 
Hull, while the holders, Wigan, 
go to the Alfred McAlpine Sta- 
dium to play Huddersfield. 

Rochdale Hornets, who trav- 
el to Dewsbury following their 
good win at Hall KR in foe sec- 
ond round, fear that their Aus- 
tralian full-back, Sean Alvarez, 
could have his career ended by 
what his coach, Steve Gibson, 
described as the worst broken 
ankle he had seen in his life. 
“Hewffl be tacky if he ever plays 
again,” Gibson said. 

Wigan’s End and World Cup 
secra^-rower, Simon Hau^itoo, 
is having an x-ray after injuring 
his ankle in the victory over 
Whitehaven, also on Sunday. 

RBBAL UHTPHTT h K m oo d We Hwlatv 
Ch**s HuddooMKI WMftesn vMtkWK 

Boday v MtanfngDn; London » IMfee Huf v Si 
Hrteng load* a BadtaW; Dambuiy a Hocfiitote 
(Tla* b ba puyad aaeAand Nowmbad- 


SotU 2; Swindon 14 Panrtiaraufi a Todort 
13 aartfwn 4. (Son* BU Mm S a«MB( 
14; Bbooxan 18 nnwotfi 1; Chebnstort 6 
Sorrdon 9: GuMart 6 CUrtmas 8: Uandwrar 
9 Taltort 5; Mumyfatd 10 SoNtuA 10; PMdoy 8 


Bruno is encouraged by 
confirmation of Tyson date 


Boxing 


Frank Bruno’s World Boxing 
Council heavyweight title fight 
against Mike Tyson was yester- 
day confirmed for 16 March at 
foe MGM Grand in Las Vfegas. 

Tyson is recovering from a 
cracked thumb, which brought 
about foe postponement of his 
fight with Buster Mathis Jar on 
4 November, although he 
should be ready to face Math- 
is in early January for his sec- 
ond fight since being released 
from prison. 

Bruno, who begins training 
for the fight today, said: “This 
is very encouraging because I 
think I am at my peak. I'm a 
stone and a half heavier than I 
was for my first fight against 
Tyson, I'm very strong, very 
confident It was music to my 


dart, x 


Cricket 


Tarwrni 431 4 77 fcr 1 m Pates 54 wfc Bcr- 
der 180 & 324 fl» Sacha 94, P Hbsttti 85, S J»- 
csU 4-451 Tmwsal iota by nine wtefcoto. 
BocartMtobc Northern Traraad 259 8 388; 
FieeSU»Z39& 389lor6(HCRyf9l5B,KVBi. 
tar 95. F Saartienson 51L Aaa SMa «to by Mur 


. C Laooy (Wst Ham}. D Bnytoa Crty- 
loydon). l wren piaston), e 
eyl, C Wbaoday CAraenat), K 
lAnenaO. N HMay tEwrtrt. KBMre 
(LMrtOoQ. R Eaoton (Uwrtw«.TPrtiaBr (Cw- 
(Nm. K fttici tHamnwhy If. Soredai), K SMn 
twamtreyi. X WNfc OT BJoncaag BdWal. V EX- 
l« (Dcnc» Bala* J tartan QNenAtoff, H 
ICwyJenj, 8 corttara poneaaorM*. hm 
C ottareB ttSammVSt Helens]. 6 Bomnn 

(Doncaster BeM. N Morton (V«a Ataorei. 
EM8L4MD UNOER^ZX TEUI (Bnpoon Uadar- 
21CharaptaBshlpQini^»SlsyAMMa > nMr. 
■Mo SBdMK, IHMia* tonWAJ: OAhM 
(Aston wel, wreocn (NaaM, BBan (Now- 
casdal Ca«M (TottanHam), Roberta (Dje 
tal Patacel. Il —reab (Emton, espq. Bun 
(Man 1AQ. PoflocA (MtiAsbrou&t). Srtpptsiey 
ISautaaminn). Ban-Wtaamo (Noam Forest], 
tartar Atetaft. 

Netter co a (Totsnham). Bodtaara (Wan UU). 
HoAood {NweaaW. Booth (HaXfcsnMd]. 
SCOTUM) HBBK1 TSiM Snpaoa UreNr- 


ENOAMTS WQKN TEAM (Secsod ontaday 
Memotfonal y fcKSa, BmntiiH , todays J 
&mtaos Icapv, 3 Demfa tvxs-capU. J Brew. J 
AotaraTH rammer. H 


OsmbrntaL K Long, S MartaiM. 

Snw (w*a), M itajnwl 0 Stock. C Ttytar. 

Eqaestrianisin 

IRISH MDOOR OBtBY (Sardoy): i Rsrtirt M 
(A Maman, FrteiMf. SLdaree 2E*aBa Utt 
Go (M WMtatar. Gffl dear, 35. IS. a Jmqutaa 
(H Van derftt Netti) dear. 35.05, Selected: 
7 Tom Santas EcM fT aiocMais. GB) 4 tails, 
43.33: 8 ADborwd Dream (D Lanpjrt, G8) 4 
■arts, 44.02. 

FootbaH 

Marieame Suacey, one ri the Er^anrfs 
most talented players has puited out of 
Si«l^B6JOp^Woman^Ch3rrfton- 
sbip flret leg match against Croatia at 
Chartton, Another withdrawal from the 
Engfand squad, row raducsd w 22, was 


21 Championship 9rQWj Body San Marino, 
at PHtlck Thtatla, tonw^ stRPa (Abardeart. 
MeNainaB (Caad, Shaarin tSoutwrewru, Ito- 
rw (Rarwna, Freaday (pundae inred]. rtatf. 
sJdt (QrensM, Doon ai f fCsttd. H artteff 
(Dundoei. UdM (Bmnoayl. 0o% Dundee (ML 
MoCiaia (Dundee). 


Golf 

ISADRM SONY WORLD RAMQNQfc’l. C Nor- 


13S8; 7 C Pavln IUS] 1C S F Capb* (US) 
lUfii 9 S Bhffanrt (Auo) 10.76< 10 M OrtM 
uatrtrt 1038. 

lea rockev 

MtaMW^Ne«Jei»y];L. 

4 Btdtata ft Vaneourer 2 Moreea 4; i 
4 Edmonton 4 |D0. 

8RR9H IXAOUE Premier DaWm (SbO Cadff 

7 Rfe 8; MRon Keynes 8 Durham £ SnsNdd 8 
SOU02. (Su* BaaresoteSCardR 3: Dutren 

8 Newcastle 2: Hwi«enlda8 FHa 3; taaudi 3 
Honr&mmB. FMPNatao{Sat};Brad ^20 
Ourthas 6; MurrayWa 6 MeowyS: Raaejr 7 


Rn^by IMon 

Mart? Oenney; the Befstol centre, toads 
the Engand Under-21 team a^nst Ire- 
land at Northampton tomorrow. West 
Hartteport’s fmmeefiate future may be 
bteakwfthrefeBBtimloorntn&buttheir 
tong-am prospects appear souTd with 
four oftheSrptajes In this Engand side. 
ENOANB UNDER -21 TEAM (v Ireland, 
Hd tlrt OM taw . tomawwj; P Mat aay 
ABbta mtewreapNN, M Oanw (Baaet, cNrt, 
JOaoeondOsieBsud, 9 Sanaa (Wrest HartepooO; 
S turn BmomBfU A eoreonoA pMaarij MW* 
tend (NonhamreonL N McCarthy tBrtb). P 
Vkfeqr(GtoiMBItIf1.CMrtplv(VMiBtHarttQp000. 
DZrttznmn (SsacanOL J lean MtatHorsnoaO. 
B Kay (VWRerioaj. A Baanat (OrrelJ. Ropliea- 
nant* F Wrtaa (BaW, A KaKRontai taU. 
EtaorreBalrt.PtarreyaiyriUriuCc*^ 
P WntnrtE ((anueam.T Waadwan (BbWTa 
Oaten* BrhtoO. 

Ice skattag 

Jayne Tonrffl and Chrisfopter Dean w(B 
lead an impressive Jine-up for the Nu- 
traSweet Chaflenge of Champions at 
London Arana, starting 14 December. 
It will be the Olympic champions' first 
appearance in a professional compe- 
atton in this coun&y No fewer than eigt 
Olympic champions and 23 world am- 
^otfltte-holi^wllconxi^lncW^ 
Robin Cousins. Katarina Wrtt, Kristi 'fo- 
maguchi, Victor Petrenko and Ekatatf- 
na ecfdeeva and Sergei Grtntare 

Snooker 

BENSON AND HED8ES CtlAMPIONStV (Bl> 
laburem ImW) QaarterOalB M Cow* 
(En0 M G Doit (S«i 5-2; M Stwana (WM bt R 

LMNr(Efl0 5-4; R MUns t&io) tar ACbevra 
OiKB 5* P MCNBPA Oooj Dt\l WNon Sng) 
S-4. SaaMtaaM; M Swm (WWI bt M Qoucn 
(BT0M. 


WORLD TEAM CHAMPBNSMP (CAM Hret 
quataytagiawd: Part fc Austria 2 Hew Zealand 
1; Gomrev 2 FMandl. Pool RErtpand 3 Swe- 
den Oi Pool Derates 2 South AMcal. Poc4£ 
Hong taig 2 SMtatand t Srewom 2 SpaOi 
L Port It UdMtf Sana 3 Mmol 


KHUSHU BRAND SUMO TOURKAAHNtlMBO- 
ko, Japan) Second day of Ifl: Aaftara (vwn 
2 loat CD M OprtatM to-Tr, Odrrton# ti-i) tx 
KoaugaM) tt-W. DeWicho OOi KHanwiost*- 
me a-«i Aeoremata U ; J4 m nano d-l); 
Mrtfenla a-1) tt NrtNttna (0-21 Asanastw 
a-1] K Haanaumi a-tt Tomorehm a-1) bl 

K>qWx»i fO-2); w or mieiii i C^Ol t« K unixw j 

(i-ir. Mhupsrto o-cs bt KorertH (TSTw- 

tBtacbidoW (1-1) be IMmuml «-2): Tochi- 
nowete (!-» WNmAnoffena tO-23; -Rnanourt 
tt-1) b« Wdwhoys a-1): Kao (2-0) bt faunowa- 

W a-U; KoMmt C2-0) tt DO&t (0-2); Mu- 

Bym a-1) nmobmna a-1); Muastamaiu 
Q- 0 ) H Mtttamn U-W. Mraotui a -0) M 
Maa m nni ( 0 >a Wrt awaa ( 2 - 0 ) ts ftrao 
(0-2); tafonrtBB a-1) bt Kento (1-1); Tato- 
tatH a-1) ««bono a-1). 

fends 

After reacrtrsthesemHlnets of the ATP 
Chalengrat ftttigfast week, Trii Hen- 
man, the 2l-year-oid British No 2, tea 
cBmbed from 115 to 111 In the world 
radon®, his h^test-ever position. 
Greg Rusedski, the British No 3, has 
also mored in, ton 41 id 38, aUhougi 
he reached 35 last month, 
a era Wood, the British No 1 from 
Brighton, has puUed out of the Texaco 
Women's Challenge; which beg ns in 
Etfinburirh today; because of a shoul- 
der Injury But Britain wffl sail have lb 
□layers In the 32 -strong draw indud- 
ke Karen Cross of Devon, Mandy 
Wainwrt^it of Essex and Lancashire's 
Radial Wofiet 

A0VAHTA WOMEN'S CHAMPtONBHtPS 
BMoM StaOM ent S Qtf (G«1 bt L 
MeMgl (Iff? 6-14-86-3. DortriaclkiabLMc- 
Nd (US) »> H Srtnre (CtRqA HM McftaUi 
(US) aid L NeSend (lap 4-66-3 S-4. 


ears when I heard I was fight- 
ing Tyson. Tm not just fighting 
any Tom, Dick or Hany, I'm 
fighting foe No 1." 

The death of James Murray 
has not stopped Glasgow Coun- 
cil sponsoring Saturday’s World 
Boxing Organisation tight- 
it tide fight between Paul 
and Baby Jake Matlala at 
the Kelvin HalL^ The fatal injuries 
suffered by Murray and foe riot 
that erupted after bis fight with 
Drew Docherty last month cast 
a doud over foe sport 
“Inviewofrecenl happenings, 
it is important that Glasgow is 
portrayed as a major fight venue 
again. I'm confident that every- 
thing will go well,” Tommy 
Gflmour, foe promoter, said. 
“We have made no extra pre- 
cautions because there will be no 
alcohol on sale, which bas been 
oar policy fora number of years.” 


LEADMfl ATP RANHNSfc L P Sowas (US) 
4; SUpts; 2 A AgasN (US) 4; 765: 3 T Mister 
(flo) 4; 474: 4 M Chang (US) 2; 980; B B Bett- 
er (Get) 2: 746; B V KafeMkov IRU3) 2; 580; 
7 J Courier (US) 2; 481; ST Enown (Swe) 2; 
343; 9 W Fenaka (SA) 2; 049: 10 G tantae- 
iac(Croe) 

1EAINN9 ATP Pt H Z E MO N EY WINNERS; 1 P 
Samjoas (US) S2; 647: SG6 (£1: T08: 107 K 
2 T Aftaur (Autj Z 462; 979; 3 A Aosa (US) 
2:309; 071i*rKBlelnlw (Rua) 

5 (C4ri li 30« 10ft 8 M Owg (US) 

fc 23* B70; 7 Q Iwfeertc (Cnai U 022; 862: 
B W Fenelia (SA) 1: 021,- 216; 9 J Courtar (US) 
971: 102; 10 R Knictt (Nethi 905: 822. 


Triatfdoa 

WDBU) THWmrw C U AM P IO H S nrS lean- 
ewt Mart toadoMfertl rtaceg Mare IS tare- 
ing (08) lnr 48m« 29seej 2 B Beven (Aus) 
U49-J4; 3 R Effiert (GW) l;4ft50; 4 P Pstwt 
(Frt LSOKI2; BROonrete (MaO HS039; 8 
L Uderfeeq 13020. Women: 1 K Srqsrs (USl 

tortw (ftj 20654; 6 N Badmem (5m) 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of times Diego 
Maradona has been booked 
in h&eigbt matches far Boca 
Juniors since returning from 
a 15-month ^suspension. The 
btestydlowcard came m Sun- 
da^s S-O win over Banfield 
and means a one-match ban. 
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Jack Chariton, the Republic of Ireland manager, calls him 

Britain. Phil Shaw talks to Paul McGrath 


$ 


player 
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Taylor resigns amid growing discontent 


Collymore 

says he is 


Football 


PHIL SHAW 


Wolverhampton Wanderers will 
today begin wrestling with the 
dilemma of whether' to go for 
an experienced old hand or an 
inspirational younger man to 
succeed Graham Taylor, who 
bowed lo public hostility yes- 
terday by resigning as manag- 
er of the First Division's big 
spenders. 

Following Sunday's (Ml draw 
with Chariton, which left the pre- 
season promotion lav- ourites in 
ISth place and sparked an anti- 


Tavlor demonstration outside 
Molmeux by several hundred 
fans, the 51 -year-old former 
England manager spent the 
morning in talks with the Wolves 
chairman Jon-athan Hayward. 
Taylor was only 20 months into 
a three-year contract, and it is be- 
lieved the pair discussed details 
of a financial settlement. 

After four hours, both Taylor 
and the club secretary. Tom 
Finn, emerged to make terse 
statements. Finn, with master- 
ful use of euphemism, explained 
that Hayward had “informed 
Mr Taylor of the board's con- 
cern over the team’s perfor- 


mances and position”, after 
which Taylor “tendered his res- 
ignation m the best interests of 
the club”. 

Thylor, alluding to the abuse 
directed towards him by some 
supporters, then said: “This is 
sad because it has as much to 
do with matters off the pitch as 
those on it. Obviously the team 
have not been playing well. 
But. only 13 weeks into the sea- 
son, we are still in all competi- 
tions. Our recent run of two 
defeats in 13 games is not as bad 
as our sterner critics claim. 

**A return of confidence 
among players who last year en- 


abled Wolves to have their best 
season for over a decade is of 
prime importance. If it does re- 
turn, 1 see no reason why pro- 
motion cannot be gained this 
season. However, a team can- 
not gain confidence if the board 
and a section of fans do not have 
confidence in their manager.” 
This time last year. Wolves 
led the rable, only to finish 
fourth and miss out in the play- 
offs. Despite an overall outlay 
of £7 .5m on players. Taylor has 
been unable to take them high- 
er than 12th this season. The rel- 
ative success of two local rivals. 
West Bromwich Albion and 


Birmingham, added to the pres- 
sure on him, and Taylor admit- 
ted before what proved to be bis 
swansong that there was an 
“undercurrent of feeling” 
against him. 

His assistant, Bobby Downes, 
will take charge on a caretaker 
basis, but it is not a serious con- 
tender in the long term. Prior 
to appointing Tajoor, Wolves’ 
owner Sir Jack Hayward con- 
sidered offering the job to 
Bryan Robson, and may now be 
tempted to take a chance on 
such a figure, perhaps even a 
player-manager. 

If so, the names of Steve 


Bruce, Stuart Pearce and Chris 
Widdle are likely to figure 
strongly in his thoughts, al- 
though there may be an internal 
candidate. John de Wolf, the 32- 


cember, now rivals Steve Rill in 
the affections of supporters and 
was the only player applauded 
off the pitch on Sunday. 

In Ins programme notes, 
Jonathan Hayward hinted at a 
wider role forde WoH: “He may 
yet pull this team from the edge 
oftte cliff by the scruff of ns neck 
into the land afm3k and honey.” 

Should Wolves seek a more 


tried and trusted figurehead. 
Ron Atkinson would be an ob- 
vious choice. Having served as 
an apprentice at Mblinatt un- 
der Stan Cullis. Atkinson may 
find the attraction mutual. He 
also has the !et-om in his cur- 
rent post at Coventry of having 
installed a ready-made succes- 
sor in Gordon Strachan. 

Meanwhile, among compro- 
mise candidates touted in the 
Midlands last night were Dan- 
ny Wilson, the Barnsley player- 
manager, Huddersfield's Brian 
Horton and MiftwalTs Mick 
McCarthy. 
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sorry over 
outburst 


NICK DUXBURY 


Police to 


examine 


Gascoigne 


incidents 


GLENN MOORE 


Football Correspondent 


The legal and media glare was 
lifted from Terry Venables yes- 
terday - but it did not give the 
England coach any joy. The 
spotlight moved to his favourite 
son, Paul Gascoigne, who looks 
set to go into tomorrow’s friend- 
ly international with Switzerland 
with the prospect of a police in- 
vestigation hanging over him. 

The procurator fiscal m Scot- 
land has asked Strathclyde po- 
lice to examine “certain 
incidents” in Rangers' league 
match with Aberdeen on Sat- 
urday. TV evidence appeared lo 
shew him head-butting the Ab- 
erdeen defender John Inglis in 
the chest and making contact 
with his elbow with Paul 
Bernard, who needed five 
stitches m a chin wound. Gas- 
coigne was not booked, but 
the referees' supervisor will be 
supplying a report to the Scot- 
tish Football Association. 

The police inquiry will not 
necessarily centre "on Gas- 
coigne. In a rugged encounter 
other players, from both sides, 
were also involved in contro- 


versy. 

The police involvement 
comes just weeks after a three- 
month jail sentence on Duncan 
Ferguson was confirmed by 
three appeal judges in Scotland 
Ferguson was charged with as- 
sault after head-butting John 
McStav. then of Railh. while 
playing for Rangers. 

Rejecting Ferguson's appeal. 
Scotland's most senior judge. 
Lord Hope, the Lord Justice 
General, said the courts had no 


wish to intervene in contact 
sports where “some measure of 
aggression” was part of the 
game for player and spectator. 
Bui he went on: “When acts go 
well beyond what can be re- 
garded as normal physical con- 
tact and an assault is 
committed, the court has a 
duty to condemn and punish 
such conduct It has to be made 
clear both to players and to the 
public that such criminal acts 
cannot be tolerated on the field 
of play, any more than they can 
be tolerated in any place in this 
country. 

“A footballer who assaults an- 
other player on the football field 
is not entitled to expect leniency' 
from a court just because the in- 
cident occurred in the course of 
a football match.” 

The news capped a bad day 
for Gascoigne, who injured his 
knee during training at Bisham 
Abbey'. The knee was heavily 
strapped and. although Gas- 
coigne finished the session, his 
participation tomorrow depends 
on how quickly he recovers. 

Gascoigne admitted yester- 
day that the pressure of being 
Scotland's biggest celebrity was 
getting to him. “I feel everybody' 
is watching me. I am in the pa- 
pers every day. I do not know 
what they would write about if 
it was not for me. 

“I have never been in a pub. 
or for a night out, in Glasgow. 
The lads say ‘Come out’, but I say 
‘It will spoil it for you.’ I have just 
been in the hotel for two months. 
I did not expect it to be like this.” 

That the attention should 
come asa surprise to Gascoigne 
is a mystery. A brief word with 
McCoist or Ferguson - neither 



Pressure points: Paul Gascoigne receives treatment from David Butler, the England physiotherapist, after injurirg his 
knee while training yesterday; (right) one of Saturday’s controversial incidents Main photograph: David Ashdown 


of whom are as high-profile as 
Gascoigne - would have told him 
what life as Rangers ’s most fa- 
mous player would be like. 

Of Saturday's match, Gas- 
coigne said: “I had a bad press 
but no-one mentioned that I was 
spat at and punched. I had to 
have the doctor look at my ribs 
and sides. I do not say anything 
about thaL I just get on with it 
- it is not worth complaining. I 
get stick and I give it oul 

“It was worse' because I 
played up fronL which 1 do not 
prefer. And I got fed up because 
the baD was not coming through 
- 1 should have gone looking for 
iL” 


While understandable. Gas- 
coigne’s response isVonying. 
He will suffer similar provoca- 
tion during the European 
Championship next summer 
and. if he cannot cope with iL 
England may find themselves 
playing with 10 men. 

“He is going to be a target, 
he always has been, it is pan of 
the game," Venables said. “He 
has got to handle it. He has the 
experience to do so and, in the 
main, he handles it well. There 
is going to be the occasional 
lapse. 

“He is not someone who can 
be kicked out of a game. Some 
talented players, you give them 


a ‘cap' early on, and they slip out 
the game: Not Paul: He is men- 
tally and physically tough.” 

Gascoigne had seen Ven- 
ables on Sunday night when he 
rejoined the England squad, to 
explain Saturday’s events. Yes- 
terday he added: “I am putting 
myself under too much pres- 
sure." Gascoigne said he felt un- 
duly nervous before the game 
because he felt a burden of re- 
sponsibility to Rangers after 
their recent defeats in Europe 
and the Scottish Coca-Cola 
Cup. 

One by-product of his gold- 
fish bowl existence is that Gas- 
coigne spends most evenings 


working out in the gym. or go- 
ing on long runs. “It is better 
than eating sandwiches or hav- 
ing a pim,” he said. Ironically 
he thinks be may now be over- 
doing iL He said he was “shat- 
tered” on Saturday and wiD have 
to learn to pace his training bet- 
ter. Over-training m3y be a 
factor in his constant nig gli ng in- 
juries. 

England’s only other fitness 
doubt is Gary Pallister, who did 
not train yesterday after suf- 
fering a migraine at the week- 
end- Rob Jones is already oul 
with a viral infection, but Gary 
Neville was expected to return 
to right-back in any event. 


Stan CoUvmore yesterday 
emerged from the headmaster s; 
study to apologise for letting 
down the school by going into 
print about his unhappiness at 
the Airfield academy. 

Cotivmore. at £85m the most 
expensive player in Britian, had 
a two-hour meeting with the 
Liverpool manager Rqv Evans 
to discuss comments made to 
the magazine Four-Four-Tw in 
which the player said be would 
rather quit football than spend 
two vears in the reserves. 

The outcome was statement 
- read out by Evans, who was 
criticised bv the striker in the ar- 
ticle - that Collymore “would 
like to take this opportunity to 
apologise to everybody con- 
nected with Liverpool Foot- 
ball Club, including the 
supporters, for what on reflec- 
tion has proved to be a dam- 
aging article. The interview was 
given in good faith to a profes- 
sional journalist but I feel the 
essence of our interview and rav 
feelings towards Liverpool 
Football Club and the game in 
general did not come across in 
the manner in which I intend- 
ed.” 

A chastened Collymore is 
now ■'determined to share in 
and be a part of the future of 
this great dub" and is looking 
“forward to sharing many great 
moments together." 

Evans insisted that the mat- 
ter would be dealt with inter- 
nally and the player has not 
been transfer-listed. He re- 
fused to say if Coltymore faced 
disciplinary action. 

Paul ince is to meet Massi- 
mo Moratti. the president of In- 
lemazionale, today and unless 
the former Manchester United 
midfielder spells out his com- 
mitment to the Italian giants he 
could be on his way to either 
Newcastle or Arsenal. 

Tomas Brolin yesterday de- 
nied that his transfer to Leeds 
United from Parma was signed 
and scaled. Parma said on Sun- 
day that officials from the two 
clubs met for seven hours on 
Friday and that an agreement 
was on the cards. 

“f don’t know why they said 
thaL” Brolin said. “First the 
clubs are not yet in agreement. 
Secondly I have not yet fixed up 
with Leeds." 

Bill Folherby, Leeds’ man- 
aging director, also refused lo 
confirm that Brolin was on his 
way to Elland Road. “My report 
will go before the board of di- 
rectors and we will discuss iL" 
he said. 

Bolton have dismissed re- 
ports that the striker John 
McGinlay is on the move to 
Celtic. “We’ve heard about in- 
terest in McGinlay, but it’s 
pure speculation,”" Roy Mc- 
Farland. the Wanderers man- 
ager, said. 
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ACROSS 

Bible to supply as a small cu- 
rio (7) 

Unmoving state Lc. having 
nasty spasm within (7) 
Keeping hands off thrice in 
irue story? (3-12) 

10 Cat in leap lacking power (5) 


1 1 You could barely call this a 


an get 
house? (7,8) 

23 Edward commonly carries a 
vreajion in poor district? 

24 DA abandons 10 command- 
ments for pastoral writing 


Autobank code exhausted 
sweetheart? (3-2) 

Second mountainous attack 
limits Henry' s indedsiveness 


(6-9) 

Hone 


place of entertainment (5-4) 
12 It i 


vessel in spell on 
Yorkshire river (9) 

14 Not right to guarantee result 

Show anger about unknown 
character being a bit drunk 
(5) 

16 Actors one has to punish 
and rebuke severely (9) 


15 


DOWN 

1 Where one sleeps badly hav- 
ing to play truant (4,3) 

2 Countries with great poten- 
tial for embarrassing slip- 
ups? (6.9) 

3 Working with gravity in 
lightheartedness to achieve 

1 i:c. i'n\ 


onour good French female : 
coming up with the male she 1 
knows? (7) 

13 Numberless Europeans still 


commoners? (9) 
tthoi 


14 Independent thought? (9) 

15 Plant contains a centilitre of 


sweet stuff (7) 
rital d 


lents 
agreement 


18 Measure support given io 
user or hole i 


longlife (9) 

Difficult time when a num- 


in parapet 


21 Throwing in towel one 
shows a bit of wisdom? (5) 


her wfll be in North of Eng- 
land river (5) 

One’s attached to Cape 
Town (9) 


17 Two 
joined 
(7) 

19 Article carried by animal 
coming up; it’s a bit leggy (5) 

20 Cheer from some late-com- 
ers (5) 


England in disorder as 
first Test approaches 


Cricket 


MARTIN JOHNSON 
reports from Johannesburg 


Johannesburg lies 6,000 feet 
above sea level, although 
whether the air in this city is any 
thinner than England's 
prospects of malting a winning 
start to the Test series in neigh- 
bouring Pretoria on Thursday 
is a moot point. 

After leaving the gas mark 
nine temperatures of Kimberley, 
it is no longer possible to boil a 
kettle on the pavement, but 
the top of the chairman’s head 
would be a passable alternative. 
Raymond Illingworth is not a 
happy man, and spent most of 
last night saying so at a team 
meeting in the England hotel. 

If a Test series equates to a 
horse race. England normally 
have only one leg inside their 
jodhpurs by the time the op- 
position is cantering towards the 
homestretch, and no one knows 
better than their captain how 
crucial it is to get away to a de- 
cent start 

Michael Atherton has previ- 
ously been on four overseas 
tours with England, (Australia 
1990/91 and 1994/95. India 
1992, West Indies 1993) and on 
no occasion has he arrived at the 
venue for the third Test match 
with the scoreline reading any- 
thing other than 0-2. 

In fact, when he made his de- 
but against Australian! 1989, he 
came into the side with England 


losing 0-3 after four Tests. That 
was at Trent Bridge, when an- 
other current player malting his 
debut was singled out for spe- 
cial praise by Ted Dexter after 
taking 1 for 166. Malcolm De- 
von, as he was known then, also 
got things back to front in Kim- 
berley, and entertaining though 
his 48 not out might have been, 
his bowling lacks any spark. 

Apart from Angus Fraser's 
impressive performance in 
South Africa A’s second in- 
nings, it was pitiful to see - de- 
spite the extreme heat - a 
so-called international attack 
unable to bewi to its field, and 
keep the ball consistently on one 
side of the wicket. 

On good batting pitches, this 
is as essential as top-order bats- 
men making sure they cash in 
after getting a start. England’s, 
to a man, failed to do so, and 
the batting and bowling in Kim- 
berley mirrored the lack of dis- 
cipline which has betrayed so 
many recent England sides. 
When the going gets tough, 
England's toughest head for the 
hammock. 

It is enough to make you 
wonder whether there fa any 
point in England going on tour 
with batting and bowling coach- 
es. John Edrich virtually had to 
be gelignited from the crease 
when he was playing Test crick- 
et, yet during a moment of cri- 
sis last Saturday, Graham 
Thorpe’s stumping gave the 
impression that he bad not so 
much been paying attention to 


Edrich, as studying charging rhi- 
nos at a South African game 
park. 

If it seems a tittle premature 
to start fretting before a single 
lest match delivery has been 
purveyed, it fa because we have 
seen this script all too often be- 
fore. If England require an in- 
centive to get their act together, 
they need only look at the itin- 
erary and by to imagine bow 
much fun the match against 
Combined Universities at Pie- 
termaritzburg fa going to be if 
they have made a hash of the 
first three Tests. 

Meantime, talking of fun. 
England are billeted in several 
square miles of armed fortress 
known as Sandton City. Com- 
plete with 24-hour armed se- 
curity patrols, closed circuit 
TV, searchlights, intercoms, and 
everything bar moat and 
portcullis, it fa a bit tike some- 
thing out of Mad Max. 

This place has sprung up be- 
cause there fa nothing more mad 
than venturing into Johannes- 
burg itself, especially after dark, 
and entire business complexes 
are being moved out to Sand- 
ton. There, inside one of the ho- 
tels. you only have to make a 


cup of tea in your room to re- 
:Ifwi 


mind yourself why this country 
fa in such a state. Thoughtfully 
provided, possibly as a hangover 
from the old days to make the 
drink more socially acceptable, 
are sachets of something called 
“beverage whiteners.” 

More cricket, page 27 
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DISCOVER WHAT 


RORY’S 

GOT IN HIS BOX 
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Catch this unique 
MWbmatloo of briinant 
impressions and genuine 
sporting action as Rory 
Bremner, using his own 
words and wit, 

creates a video montage 

of cricket’s most amusing 
moments ever. 


RUNOUT 

AND BUY IT 


from a video store 
near you for just 
£12.99,m,. 
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